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Lviv, the Janowska Camp 
The Liquidation of the Janowsky Camp, May 1943 
 

Record of interrogations on October 21-22, 1968 of the accused, V.N. Litvinenko (Case no. 158  
against V.N. Litvinenko and four others, in seventeen volumes, vol. 1, fols. 66-71, in the  
Directorate of the Security Service of Ukraine archive for the Lviv region, no. 57252). 
 
Statement of former SS guard Vasily Litvinenko, who participated in the liquidation of a 
camp, during interrogations in 1968:  

  
Approximately in mid-May 1943 a group of SS guards, about one hundred 
people, from Lublin were sent to Lviv to guard the Janowska concentration 
camp, which was located at the end of Janowska street near the Klepariv 
train station [...]   
 
I've already testified about the mass shooting of Janowska camp prisoners, 
which lasted three days, during earlier interrogations. […] The shooting 
began on the last day of May 1943. On that day, our entire unit was ordered 
to line up early in the morning, and the German officer announced through 
Zugwachmann Malov (who spoke German well) that we would all participate 
in escorting prisoners to the killing site, that the shooting must be carried out 
in an organized manner, and that we mustn't let any prisoners escape. We 
were told to shoot fugitives without prior warning, and to act decisively at the 
killing site – to follow the commands of the German SS officers to the letter. 
I'd like to mention that right before the day of the shooting a lot of prisoners 
were brought to the Janowska camp from somewhere. 
 
At the back of the camp, a passage was made in the barbed wire fence. It was 
possible to escort the prisoners from this passage through the gulley to the 
killing site by the Piaski ravines, about 500-600 meters from the camp's fence. 
On the day of the shooting we were given vodka for breakfast. 
 
After we received our instructions, we were brought to the camp zone and 
ordered to expel all the prisoners from the barracks. We entered the barracks 
and expelled all the prisoners. In addition, German SS personnel kept an eye 
on what we were doing. We rounded up all the prisoners at the back of the 
camp, where the Germans ordered them all to lie face down on the ground. 
Then the Germans and guards from our unit came up to the prisoners lying 
on the ground, picked out groups of fifty to seventy prisoners and ordered 
them to stand up. These groups of prisoners, which included men, women, 
and children, were lined up in a column formation, and surrounded by four or 
five guards and one or two German soldiers, who had arrived on the day of 
the shooting. While the prisoners were being marched to their death, they 
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screamed, cried, fell to the ground and refused to walk, and some tried to 
escape. We, the guards, had to hit the ones who fell down with the butt ends 
of our rifles to force them to get up, push the laggards onward, and shoot 
those who tried to escape. When we were escorting a group of prisoners to 
the killing site, on a German's command I shot an old woman who couldn't 
walk and was hindering the movement of the column, since the columns 
followed one another with small intervals between them. In addition, I 
remember one of the men […] ran out from the column and tried to escape. I, 
as well as Matvienko, Belyakov, and someone else shot at him and killed him. 
[...] 

 
When we brought them to the killing site, we ordered them to sit on the 
ground and wait their turn to be shot. In groups of five-ten people, the 
Germans ordered them to stand up and toss all their valuables in a box, then 
to strip, and we, the guards, drove the naked prisoners forward and pushed 
them into the Germans' line of fire. I remember that plank walkways 
resembling springboards were constructed over the trench/grave, and the 
prisoners entered the trench by walking on them, while the Germans shot 
them in the back of the head. The guards grabbed those that refused to walk 
on the plank by their arms and legs, swung them, and threw them into the 
trench/grave, and some were pushed into the trench with rifle butts and kicks. 
[...]  
 
I'd like to mention that while we were escorting the prisoners from the camp 
to the killing site, the guards, including myself, told the doomed prisoners to 
give us their valuables since they'd be shot anyway. Some of the prisoners 
did. As a result, on the first day of the shooting, I had collected several gold 
items. But I didn't take any valuables from the doomed prisoners by force. 
What's more, the Germans were watching us so that the guards didn't take the 
valuables for themselves, that's why we had to get the valuables from the 
doomed prisoners in such a way that the Germans couldn't see. I can no 
longer recall how many columns of prisoners I escorted to the killing site on 
the first day, but the shooting lasted from early morning until 5 or 6 p.m. 
 
That evening Zugwachtmann Malov announced that I would be assigned to 
the the security perimeter of the killing site. […] 

  
On the second day, the shooting of the Janowska camp's prisoners continued. 
On that day, the guards assigned to the security perimeter of the killing site, 
including myself, were sent beyond the Piaski ravines. We walked along the 
slope of the ravine and didn't let anyone from the outside into the killing site. 
I didn't see how the shooting of the prisoners was carried out on that day, but 
the shots were heard from the side of ravine from early morning until 5 to 6 
p.m. I saw how blood was flowing along the bottom of the ravine that led to 
the village. The blood of the executed prisoners flowed along the bottom of 
the ravine, gathered in front of the dyke, filled the entire cavity, then flowed 
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through the dyke to the next partition. There were several such partitions set 
up and they were all filled with blood.  
 
On the third day the shooting of the Janowska camp's prisoners continued. 
On that day I was on duty at the camp. My post was near the laundry on the 
grounds of the camp. Standing at my post I saw how prisoners were led 
through the passage that had been made in the barbed wire fence in the rear 
of the camp, and led to the Piaski ravines. […] I don't know how many 
prisoners were shot in total over those three days, but during the trial on the 
case against Pankratov and others, where I was questioned as a witness, it 
was pointed out that during the three-day mass shooting of the prisoners of 
the Janowska camp, nearly 15,000 people had been killed. 

 
 


