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1.  Jewish communities of Volyn. 

 

VOLYN, a historical region in the north-west of Ukraine. 

For the first time Jews in Volyn were mentioned in 1288 (Vladimir-Volynsky). In the 

XV-XVI centuries Jewish communities are being formed in many cities. 

The joining of Volhynia with the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in 1321 and the policy of the 

Grand Duke Gediminas aimed at the creation and development of cities contributed to 

the prosperity of Jewish communities. The Jews were mainly engaged in trade, but there 

were also artisans (tailors, furriers) among them. In the second half of the 16th century 

Jews began to rent inns and engage in various crafts related to the economy of the estates. 

The increase in the Jewish population during this period and the strengthening of its 

economic position turned Volyn into the center of Jewish culture. 

 
The period between its accession to the Polish crown in 1569 and the massacre 

perpetrated by B. Khmelnitsky in 1648 was considered the "golden age" for the Jews of 

Volyn. By the middle of the 17th century 15 thousand Jews lived in Volyn in 46 
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settlements. The four main communities of Volyn (Ostrog, Volodymyr-Volynsky, Lutsk 

and Kremenets) became important spiritual and social centers. Many prominent religious 

teachers have served as rabbis. A peasant-Cossack uprising led by Khmelnitsky 

undermined the basis of Jewish life in Volyn. The overwhelming majority of Jews, having 

learned about the defeat of the Polish army, sought refuge in fortified cities. However, 

the massacre of Jews in the fortified city of Polonnoye, captured by the rebels as a result 

of the betrayal of the Ukrainian towns people, triggered a mass exodus of the Jews of 

Volyn to the west. In the 1660s, when Poland was relatively calm, the Jewish population 

in Volhynia appears to have recovered; at the end of the 1670s. about 20 thousand Jews 

lived there. 

Over the next century, the number of Jews in Volyn grew steadily and, according to 

the census of the year 1765, 51,736 Jews lived in 116 cities and towns, as well as 2113 

villages of Lutsk, Vladimir and Kremenets districts. A significant increase in the Jewish 

population took place in the 19th century: according to the census of 1847, in the Volyn 

province "there were 141 Jewish communities, including 174,457 souls", and according 

to the 1897 census - about 300 thousand. Out of 190 settlements with Jewish population, 

in 175 of them the number exceeded 100 people. And the population of Baranovka 

Vysotsk, Gritsev, Demidovka, Ignatovka, Kiselin, Ozdyutichi, Ozeran, Rogachev, Malye 

Selishch, Sofiyevka, Torgovitsa consisted of more than 90% of Jews (Calculated by: The 

Jewish population of Russia according to the census of 1897 and the latest sources . 

Petrograd, 1917. - S. 12-20). 

 

Table 1-1 

CENSUS OF THE POPULATION IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE 1897 

Volyn province 

County 

Total 
number 

of 
people 

Jews % 

Vladimir-Volynsky county 277265 28903 10.42 

City of Vladimir-Volynsky 9883 5837 59.06 

Rural population 267382 23066 8.63 

Dubensky county 195058 22432 11.5 

Town of Dubno 14257 7096 49.77 

Rural population  180801 15336 8.48 

Zhitomir county 433859 61963 14.28 

City of Zhitomir 65895 30572 46.4 
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Rural population 367964 31391 8.53 

Zaslavsky county  208742 27713 13.28 

Town of Zaslavl  12611 5991 47.51 

Rural population 196131 21722 11.08 

Kovelsky county 211493 25224 11.93 

Town of Kovel 17697 8502 48.03 

Rural population  193796 16722 8.63 

Kremenetsky county 219934 26887 12.23 

Town of Kremenets 17704 6476 36.58 

Rural population 202230 20411 10.09 

Lutsky county 252550 35712 14.14 

City of Lutsk  15804 9396 59.45 

Rural population  236746 26316 11.12 

Novograd-Volynsky 
county   348950 54549 15.63 

City of Novograd-Volynsk  16904 9363 55.39 

Rural population 332046 45186 13.61 

Ovruchsky county 205390 21851 10.64 

Town of Ovruch 7393 3441 46.54 

Rural population  197997 18410 9.3 

Ostrozhsky county 169351 18283 10.8 

Ostrog 14749 9185 62.27 

Rural population 154602 9098 5.88 

Rovensky county  273001 43554 15.95 

Rovno 24573 13704 55.77 

Rural population 248428 29850 12.02 

Staroconstantinovsky 
county 193889 27703 14.29 

Staroconstantinov 16377 9164 55.96 

Rural population  177512 18539 10.44 

Total in the province 2989482 294774 13.21 
In the late XIXth - early XXth centuries the emigration of the Jewish population of 

Volyn gained a large scale. The main flow of emigrants went to the USA, to a lesser 

extent to Canada; small groups also settled in France, Great Britain, Argentina, Australia 

and other countries. In parallel, there was a process of repatriation of Jews to their 

historical homeland - to Eretz Israel. Simultaneously with the increase in the number of 

Volyn Jews in Eretz Israel and in America, there was a steady decrease of the Jewish 

population in Volyn itself. According to the Polish census of 1931, the Jewish population 
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of the Volyn Voivodeship (Western Volyn) numbered about 208 thousand people and the 

Jewish population of the Eastern (Soviet) Volyn (most of the Zhytomyr region and the 

northern districts of the Khmelnitsky region - from Slavuta to Starokonstantinov), 

according to the 1939 census, was about 127 thousand people. (Distribution of the Jewish 

population of the USSR 1939. Jerusalem, 1993, p. 22,51-53). 

 

Table 1-2 

CENSUS OF THE POPULATION OF POLAND, 1931 

Volyn Voivodeship – RELIGION 

Counties 
Total 

number of 
people 

Jews % 

Dubensky 226709 18227 8.04 

Gorokhovsky 122045 10112 8.29 

Kostopolsky 159602 10786 6.76 

Kovelsky 255095 26719 10.47 

Kremenetsky 243032 18751 7.72 

Lyubomlsky 85507 6861 8.02 

Lutsky 290805 34354 11.81 

Rovensky 252787 37713 14.92 

Sarnensky 181284 16088 8.87 

Vladimirsky 150374 17331 11.53 

Zdolbunovsky 118334 10850 9.17 

Total 2085574 207792 9.96 

Kamen-Kashirsky 94988 4037 4.25 
 

After the partition of Poland in September 1939, all of Volynia went to the Soviet Union. 
The territory of Volyn corresponds to the modern Volyn and Rivne regions, as well as the 
western part of Zhytomyr and the northern part of the Ternopil and Khmelnytsky regions. 



 

2. Jewish population of Volyn region before the war 
 

 
Jewish population of the region on the eve of the war 

According to the 1931 census, 95,377 Jews lived in five districts (powiats) of the then Volyn 
Voivodeship of Poland, from which the Volyn region was later formed. The distribution of the 
Jewish population by city and district is shown in Table 2-1: 
 
Table 2-1 
 

Region 
(Powiat) 

Soviet 
Ukrainian districts 

Number 
of Jews in 

1931 

Number of Jews 
in the middle of 

19412 



    Lutsk City of Lutsk 17 366 19 500 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lutsky 
Rozhischansky 
Olyksky 
Kiveretsky 
Torchinsky 
Tsumansky 
Kolkovsky 
Senkevichevsky 
Teremnovsky 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 988 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 000  
    Kovel City of Kovel 12 842 14 200 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kovelsky 
Ratnensky 
Zabolotievsky 
Turiysky 
Golobsky 
Matseevsky (Lukowsky) 
Manevitchsky                        

 
 
 
 
 
 

13 877                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 300 
Vladimir-
Volynsky 

City of  
Vladimir-Volynsky 

 
10 665 

 
11 200 

 
 
 
 

Vladimir-Volynsky 
Ustilugsky 
Poritsky 
Verbsky 

 
 
 

6 666                                    

 
 
 

7 400 
Luboml City of Luboml 3 807 4 200 

 
 

Lubomlsky 
Shatsky 

 
3 054 

 
3 400 

Gorokhov 
 
 
 

Gorokhovsky 
Lokachevsky 
Berestechkovsky 
Ozutichevsky 

 
 
 

10 112 

 
 
 

11 200   
Total 
 

5 cities, 
26 districts 

95 377 
 

108 000 
 

 
In addition, 4,037 Jews lived in the Kamen-Kashirsky district (Kamen-Kashirsky, Lyubeshovsky 
and Sedlishchansky districts) of the Polesie voivodeship. In the middle of 1941 there were 
approximately 4.5 thousand Jews in this district. 
  In total, on the eve of the war, about 113 thousand Jews lived in the region, and including 
Jewish refugees from Poland, more than 130 thousand. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
1. Główny Urząd Statystyczny Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej. Statystyka Polski. Seria C. Zeszyt 70. Drugi powszechny 
spis ludności z dn. 9.XII.1931 r. Mieszkania i gospodarstwa domowe. Ludność. Stosunki zawodowe. Województwo 
Wołyńskie. Warszawa 1938, s. 26-27 
 



2 Calculated on the basis of an increase of 10-11 people per 1000 per year. In 1931-1938. the natural increase of Jews 
in Poland, which then included the territory of the Volyn region, was 13% (Markus J. Social and Political History of 
the Jews in Poland 1919-1939. N.Y., 1983, p. 166-171). 
 
1 Główny Urząd Statystyczny Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej. Statystyka Polski. Seria C. Zeszyt 87. Drugi powszechny 
spis ludności z dn. 9.XII.1931 r. Mieszkania i gospodarstwa domowe. Ludność. Stosunki zawodowe. Województwo 
Poleskie. Warszawa 1938, s. 24 
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3. The Organization of the Occupation Administration and Law 
Enforcement 

 
The region came under the occupation of German troops in the period from June 22 to July 

8, 1941, including Volodymyr-Volynskyi on June 23, Lutsk on June 25, Horokhiv on June 26, 

Kovel, Ratne, and Manevychi on June 28, and Tsuman and Liubeshiv on June 29. 

In June and August 1941, the region was governed by German military command posts. On 

September 1, 1941, power was transferred to the German civilian administration. The region was 

divided into six counties, or Gebiete, which were part of the “General District Volhynia/Podolia” 

(Generalkommissar – SA-Obergruppenführer Heinrich Schoene). The structure of the counties and 

their leadership are presented in Table 3-1: 

Table 3-1 

County Districts in the County  Gebietskommissar Gendarmerie-
Gebietsführer 

Horokhiv Berestechko, Horokhiv, 
Lokachi, Ozyutychi 

SA-Standartenführer 
 Ernst Herter 

 

Kamin-
Kashyrskyi 

Kamin-Kashyrskyi, 
Liubeshiv, Morochne 

Kameradschaftsführer 
Fritz Michaelis 

Gendarmerie- 
Leutnant 
Engelbert 
Bergner 
(killed on 
19/8/1943) 

Kovel Holoby, Kovel, 
Manevychi, Matsiiv, 
Ratne, Zabolottia, 
Sedlyshche, Turiisk 

Regierungsrat Arno 
Kämpf (until May 
1942)1 
Gemeinschaftsführer 
Erich Kassner  
 

Gendarmerie- 
Leutnant 
Philipp Rapp 
(died in March 
1944) 

Liuboml Holovne, Liuboml, 
Shatsk 

Kameradschaftsführer 
Berhard Ude 
Kameradschaftsführer 
Rech 

Gendarmerie- 
Leutnant 
Anton Kurz 
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Lutsk Kivertsi, Kolky, Lutsk, 
Olyka, Piddubtsi, 
Rozhyshche, 
Senkevychivka, 
Torchyn, Tsuman 

Regierungsassessor 
Heinrich Lindner 

Gendarmerie- 
Oberleutnant 
Krüger 

Volodymyr-
Volynskyi 

Porytsk, Ustyluh, 
Verba, Volodymyr-
Volynskyi 

Nachwuchsführer 
Wilhelm Westerheide 

Gendarmerie- 
Leutnant 
Grigov 

    

 The extermination of the Jewish population was carried out by the Sicherheitspolizei (SiPo) 

and the SD, which reported to the Commander of the SiPo and the SD in the  “General District 

Volhynia/Podolia,” SS-Sturmbannführer Karl Pütz; his deputy from late June to early November 

1942 was SS-Hauptsturmführer Werner Hilliges. For instance, the SiPo precinct in Brest (its leader 

was SS-Sturmbannführer Ernst Berger) massacred the Jews in Liuboml, Kovel, and Kamin-

Kashyrskyi counties, while the commander’s department in Rivne carried out killing operations in 

Lutsk, Horokhiv, and Volodymyr-Volynskyi counties.  

 In the second half of August 1942 a SiPo police station was established in Kovel that was 

under the command of the police precinct in Brest, which was headed by SS-Obersturmführer 

Walter Laudan until December 1942. 

 The German gendarmerie actively participated in the killing of Jews, along with the 

Ukrainian auxiliary police under its command. In every county center there was a Gendarmerie-

Gebietsführer, and gendarmerie stations in every district center; these stations, in turn, oversaw the 

Ukrainian auxiliary police. The Gendarmerie-Gebietsführers reported to the head of the 

Gendarmerie-hauptmannschaft in Lutsk. This was the Gendarmerie-Hauptmann Johann Buch; on 

October 10, 1942 he was gravely wounded during a “police operation” and died on October 11, 

1942.2 
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1 On September 9, 1942, the special court in Lutsk sentenced Kämpf to death and the sentence was carried out. Kämpf 
was accused of misappropriating Jewish property and making deals with Jews. 
2 Purportedly, in retaliation for Buch’s death,  Hans-Adolf Prützmann, Higher  SS and Police Leader in 
Reichskommissariat Ukraine, ordered fifty Jews to be shot (see the interrogation report of the former 
Gebietskommissar Erich Kassner, dated May 29, 1963, in: BArch B 162/3868, Bl. 556). 
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4. The Systematic Destruction of Jews in 1941 
  
 The first shooting of Jews on the territory of the Volyn region took place in Druzhkopil 

(Horokhiv district), where five Jews were killed on June 23, 1941.1 On June 25, in Ivanychi, in 

retaliation for an act of sabotage, the soldiers of the 168th Infantry Division shot dead one Jew and 

one Communist.2 On June 26 in Ozyutychi, in retaliation for the killing of a German pilot, one 

hundred Jews were shot dead.3 As early as June 28, sixty to eighty Jews (mainly from the 

intelligentsia) were taken in Kovel on the pretext that they would be sent to work, and then shot 

dead.4 In Turiisk and Ustyluh ten and thirty Jews, respectively, were killed at the end of June.5 At 

the same time, five Jews were killed in Liuboml in revenge for damaging a telephone cable.6 

German soldiers killed twenty-nine Jews in Ratne right after the town was occupied (on June 28, 

1941); thirty-three prisoners of war were killed together with the Jews.7 

Operations in Lutsk 

        On June 30, Sonderkommando 4a (whose commander was SS-Standartenführer Paul Blobel) 

shot dead 300 Jews as “looters” in Lutsk, and on July 3, an additional 1,160 were killed in 

retaliation for the killing of Ukrainians by the Bolsheviks. In the Ereignismeldung UdSSR № 24 

(an Operational Situation Report from the Einsatzgruppen Nazi death squads) dated July 16, 1941, 

the events in Lutsk are described as follows:8 

An advance unit dispatched to Lutsk on June 27 found most of the town in flames. 
According to information from the town commander, only Jews were to blame for the 
arson. Prior to their withdrawal, the Bolsheviks shot 2,800 of the 4,000 Ukrainians 
imprisoned in the Lutsk prison.9 According to the statement of nineteen Ukrainians who 
survived the slaughter with more or less serious injuries, the Jews again played a 
decisive part in the arrests and shooting. In the town itself everything was still in wild 
confusion. All shops were looted by the local population. After the arrival of the 
Einsatzkommando all available men were sent to assist the town commander. They 
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succeeded at least in safeguarding the extensive food supplies. Afterwards, public 
buildings were systematically searched and the Jews and Communists responsible for 
the arson and the looting were hunted down. Three hundred Jews and 20 looters were 
arrested and shot on June 30.  
On July 2, the bodies of 10 German Wehrmacht soldiers were found. In retaliation, 1,160 
Jews were shot by the Ukrainians with the help of one platoon of the police and one 
platoon of the infantry. 
 

         Kurt Werner, a former member of Sonderkommando 4a who participated in the shooting, 

testified to the following during an interrogation on May 28, 1964:10 

[…] The majority of the team, which I also belonged to, headed for the ruins of Lutsk 
Castle. We had to walk for ten to fifteen minutes […] When we got to the ruins, I saw 
that a large pit had been dug there. The pit was 30-40 meters in length, about 2.5 meters 
wide, and approximately 2 meters deep. The pit wasn’t in the ruins, but in the field next 
to them. We had just arrived at the edge of the pit when they started bringing in the first 
Jews. They were surrounded by Ukrainian police. The execution began like this: The 
first fifteen Jews had to get down on their knees at the edge of the pit, facing it and with 
their back toward the shooters. There were two shooters standing behind every kneeling 
person. Both had to aim their rifles at the back of the head. Therefore, there were thirty 
shooters. They weren’t just members of Sonderkommando 4а, but also Wehrmacht 
soldiers, who participated in the execution completely willingly and of their own accord. 
The shooter standing next to me was SS-Unterscharführer Gustav Kräge. We stayed 
together the whole time and had to shoot the same victim. As soon as the fifteen victims 
kneeled on the edge of the pit, the SS officer gave the order to shoot: “Aim, fire!” This 
order was given again and again, until the dead Jews fell into the pit, and the next fifteen 
kneeled on the edge of the pit. I only remember that we just executed men. I don’t 
remember a single woman or child. All the men had beards, and could be identified as 
Jews without hesitation. As I remember, the entire execution lasted about four hours. 
Over that entire time,  Kräge and I weren’t relieved even once, and we had to fulfill our 
responsibilities as shooters from beginning to end. But the Wehrmacht soldiers were 
relieved from time to time. If I were asked how many Jews Kräge and I killed over that 
period, I could give an approximate number of forty to fifty Jews. If I were asked, how 
many Jews were killed in all, I’d say that I can’t give an exact number. Nevertheless, if 
you go on the premise that the other shooters also killed forty to fifty Jews over the same 
period, then you can infer a figure of about 750 Jews. When our team was already 
leaving the shooting site, I heard machine gun fire coming from the top of the ruins. This 
was probably from SS units that had been seconded to us. I don’t know whether there 
was police there. If memory serves, during the execution Kräge was right next to me and 
had to shoot the same victim as I did. That’s why Kräge should also be able to remember 
all this, provided, of course, that he wants to tell the truth [...] 
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 Alois Kräutle, a Feldwebel in the medical corps at Feldkommandantur 579 witnessed 

the July 3 shooting. During the war he kept a diary in which he wrote the following about the 

operation:11 

[…] on July 2 we went to Lutsk through Bug. On the road there I counted about 180 
smashed armored cars and many abandoned cannons and anti-tank guns. At 12 o’clock 
we reached our destination. In the town everything had been pulverized, the shops looted 
and looking awful. In the prison by the castle there was a Russian medical depot with 
very good instruments and other medical supplies. Close to the castle was a military 
prison, which had a grave containing 2,800 Ukrainians shot dead by the Soviets before 
the arrival of the Germans. As a countermeasure, the Gestapo announced that all male 
Jews aged sixteen to sixty years old were summoned for excavation work for sewer 
facilities. They were to bring shovels and pickaxes, as well as enough food for one day. 
Then from four to eight o’clock they were all shot dead. There were 1,180 people. 
Russian prisoners of war had to dig the grave where they were all buried. Several days 
earlier, 280 people had been shot. On July 6, 1941, seventy people were shot dead, 
including two women. [...] 
 

          Details of the operation were given by Alois Kräutle when he was questioned as a witness in 

1961:12 

[…] on the first or second day after our arrival in Lutsk, posters were hung all over the  
city summoning all male Jews aged sixteen to sixty to the castle near the cathedral for 
excavation work. They also had to take enough food for one day. Since the Russian 
pharmaceutical warehouse was near this fortress, Oberstabsarzt Dr. Riegel […] tasked 
me with safeguarding the warehouse for our purposes. While doing this, I observed how 
the Jews gathered in the castle were registered by members of the SS […] As far as I still 
remember today, there were about 1,300 Jews. The registration was carried out in such 
as way that every Jew had to walk up to a table to identify himself […] I guess it [the 
registration] began at about 6 a.m. That same day after 12 p.m. I came to the castle 
again. By then the Jews had already been registered. 
In the short break we just had I reread my diary that I had started back then and regularly 
wrote in. Based on it, I would change my earlier testimony as follows: 
[…] The registration itself was carried out on July 3, 1941 […]. Now I also remember 
that, in connection with this registration, a specific range of profiles (doctors, tradesmen, 
etc.) were selected. According to my notes from that day, that is, July 3, 1941, 1,180 Jews 
were shot dead. I obtained this information from a police official I was treating. The 
execution itself, according to my notes, was carried out by the [Ge]stapo […] Victims 
were shot with a bullet to the back of the head; the victims were undressed. I myself 
observed the shootings myself that day from a very short distance, about ten meters. In 
this regard, the SS officer supervising the shootings asked me if I wanted to get a rifle so 
that I could participate in the shootings, that is, he gave me an order to find a rifle. When 
I informed him that as a member of the Red Cross, I can’t shoot, he told me to go to hell 
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with the words “This isn’t a show.” In this regard, I recall that, at about the same time, 
a Wehrmacht noncommissioned officer, who was driving his car to get provisions, was 
passing by this site. He asked the SS officer to give him a rifle. He got one and then also 
participated in the shooting. However, he was soon taken away by his Zahlmeister13 and 
shot. The shootings were done in groups of thirty to fifty people. The victims stood by 
pits that had already been dug (as far as I remember there were two or three of these 
pits) and were shot with carbines. They fell forward into the pits, mainly facedown. In 
those instances where victims didn’t die right away, they were were most often killed 
with a mercy shot from a pistol […]. I also remember how one Jew, while already 
standing at the edge of the pit ready to be executed, took out a military service card from 
the former German imperial army  from his pocket, held it up high, and shouted that he 
had been a German soldier during the First World War. The SS officer who was 
supervising shouted: “Turn around, you swine!” (“Dreh’ Dich um Du Schwein!”). 
Right after that he was shot dead [...] 
Another shooting operation was carried out on July 6, 1941. Seventy men and two 
women were shot dead [...]  
 

         After the town was liberated in 1944, Zofia Tribula, who lived close to the shooting site on 

Liubart Street, near the prison,  gave the following account of the first shootings of Jews:14 

At noon on June 25, 1941 I saw Germans that had stormed into the town of Lutsk and 
came to the prison building, where the prisoners were held. They freed some, and maybe 
all of them, but I don’t know for sure. On June 28 or 29, 1941, the Germans set up a 
camp for prisoners of war in the prison building. I remember well how on Thursday, that 
is on June 26, 1941, the first mass arrests of Jews, mainly men, took place place in Lutsk, 
and that same day they were shot near the prison building on the eastern side in the 
bishop’s yard. That afternoon the Jews had dug a large pit for themselves measuring 
about four by ten meters and up to two meters deep. I personally saw this pit; it was 
located about fifteen meters from our house. At sunset that same day, on June 26, 1941, 
they started bringing Jews to the pit in groups of thirty and shot them in one go – a team 
of thirty German soldiers, all lined up, did the shooting, and a German officer 
commanded them. These shootings in groups of thirty continued that evening until 11 
p.m. About twenty groups of thirty people each, if not more, were delivered to the site 
and shot dead. This pit was lightly covered with earth, but not completely, and a few 
wounded people managed to pull themselves out of the ground and run away. I know 
that three Jews crawled out of this pit […] On Saturday, that is, on June 28, 1941, right 
next to it another pit, even larger than the first, was dug by prisoners of war, and on 
Sunday, June 29, 1941 at 3 p.m. they started bringing Jews again in groups of thirty, and 
placing them over the pit, a row of thirty German soldiers shot them in a similar fashion, 
on the command of the German officer, but I don’t know his last time. These shootings 
continued until 11 p.m. [...] 
 

          On June 5, a unit of the Police Regiment South shot dead 150 Jews in Volodymyr-

Volynskyi.15 
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 A few dozen Jews were killed in the region in early July by anti-Semitic local residents 

(Ukrainians and Poles) during pogroms. For instance, in the village of Lyubyaz (Lyubeshiv 

district) twenty Jews were killed, ten Jews in the village of Pnivne (Kamin-Kashyrskyi district), 

eleven Jews in Olyka; and two each in Horokhiv, Kamin-Kashyrskyi, and Horodok (Manevychi 

district).16 Looting and killings of Jews also occurred in Ratne, Rozhyshche, and Sofiivka.17 In 

Liubeshiv, according to the testimony of Grigory Gorschar (forty-eight years old in 1941),  June 7 

marked the arrival of 

the greens headed by Dupa, the manager of the brick factory in the village of Liubeshiv, 
and Grigory Sholomitsky, from the hamlet of Zastachye […] Danila Yurko from the village 
of Liubeshiv, Safron Dus from Lyubeshiv, and others started carrying out a pogrom and 
looting from the district consumers' association depot and they started robbing the local 
Jewish population. A large number of carts came to where the Jews and the consumers' 
depot were being robbed, that is, to Liubeshiv, from the villages of Hirky, Mukoshyn, 
Shlapan, and others, up to three hundred carts, and they started looting, they took 
anything valuable, that is, clothes, dishes, furniture, and other objects. At the same time, 
on those days, that is from July 7 to 9, 1941, up to thirty Jews were killed in Liubeshiv and 
in the surrounding hamlets [...]18 

 
Mass executions of Jews were carried out by Police Battalion 314 (whose commander was 

Lt. Colonel of the police Dressler), which was in the region in July-August, and SD  

Einsatztruppen operational detachments in Kovel and Lutsk from the SD Einsatzgruppe z.b.V 

Special Purpose Operational Group. Starting from July 14, Police Battalion 314 was stationed in 

Kovel (headquarters and the 3rd company), Liuboml (two platoons of the 1st company), Matsiiv 

(two platoons of the 1st company), and Holoby (2nd company). In Matsiiv,19 325 (?) male Jews 

were shot on July 18.  In Liuboml,20 217 Jews were shot dead on July 22. In the following days, 

SD operational detachments independently or jointly with the police from Police Battalion 314 

also carried out shootings of Jews in other locations as well. For instance, (?) in Liubeshiv sixty 

Jews from the intelligentsia were shot dead on July 27,21 in Ratne – 280 Jews. In Liubeshiv, the 

shooting was done possibly by a platoon from the 3rd Cavalry Squadron (Reitende Abteilung) of 



6 
 

SS Cavalry Regiment 2. From August 1 to 5, the headquarters of the Cavalry Division was 

located in the village of Lyubyaz (eight kilometers north of Liubeshiv);22 on August 3, the 3rd 

Squadron was located in the village of Sedlyshche (fifteen kilometers southwest of Liubeshiv);23 

and from August 4 to 6, in the village of Kukhitska Volya (seventeen kilometers south east of 

Liubeshiv, Rivne region) with one platoon in Liubeshiv.24 According to the testimony of the 

witness Grigory Gorschar: 

At the end of July 1941, up to fifty German cavalry soldiers arrived in Liubeshiv, who 
started arresting Soviet public servants of Jewish ethnicity, up to sixty of whom were 
arrested […] who cleaned and groomed the Gestapo’s horses, after which they cut off and 
shaved the Jews’ beards and forced them to eat the hair from the beards. Two to three 
days later, under the pretext that these Jews would be sent to work, they told them to take 
shovels and sent sent them in the direction of the village of Sudche, where they were forced 
to dig their own grave and there up to sixty people were shot [...]25 
 

According to the witness testimony of Afanasy Polikarchyk: 

In August 1941, twenty-five to thirty Jews were sent to an area near the village of Slapan 
[Shlapan] to build a bridge and after it had been built, the Germans forced these people 
to swim. Standing by the water, they sprayed them with bullets from their machine guns 
and, there by the river, they forced farmworkers to dig pits and bury the bodies of the 
people they had shot [...]26 
 

         Shootings of Jews also took place in Kovel (several hundred people),27 in Rozhyshche (430 

people in the course of two operations),28 and in Kolky (about 40 people).29 

 

The Operation in Melnytsya 

 Several hundred Jews30 were killed by the SD, the German, and Ukrainian police in the 

village of Melnytsya (Holoby district). A description of the shooting is contained in the testimony 

of the former village elder, Mikhail Dudar, dated May 6, 1944:31 

[…] On the second day after the arrival of the Germans in our village [that is, on June 
28, 1941], the Germans rounded up all the men in the village on the square and shot 
three people – first, a prisoner of war, second, a member of the Komsomol, and third, a 
Jew – allegedly because somewhere in the village a shot was fired […] 
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After this first shooting, about two or three weeks later, Germans arrived in the village 
at dawn, about twenty-five of them. These Germans went to the police that had been 
organized by Mikhailyuk, Andrei […] At the time I was walking past the police and a 
German detained me. When I walked up to the police station, I saw that there were a lot 
of Gestapo officers, and near them the burgomaster of Melnytsya, Heinrich Wójcik – he 
was the former principal of the seven-year school […], and Police Commander 
Mikhailyuk was giving orders to his police officers to go along with the Germans to 
arrest Communists in our village. That day twelve or thirteen Ukrainians and about 
twenty Jews were arrested […] All these prisoners were taken away in vehicles to the 
town of Kovel. As we later found out from talking to their relatives, these prisoners had 
all been shot. 
Then, when I was already the village elder, in the second half of August 1941, Police 
Commander Mikhailyuk received a telephone call from Kovel instructing him that the 
next day at 5 a.m. the male Jews were to be registered. Mikhailyuk informed the Jewish 
Council so that they could announce it to the male population. That day, members of the 
Jewish Council, Volach and Motel Vanshle, came to see me in my office and asked me 
what tomorrow’s registration was about. I answered that I hadn’t heard anything about 
it. Then I sent a cleaning lady to Mikhailyuk […], so that she could find out what this 
registration was all about. Then Mikhailyuk told her to tell me that “there’s an order to 
carry out a registration.”  
The following day at 5 a.m, five Gestapo officers and twelve gendarmes arrived in the 
village and started shooting; they killed two Jews on the street and started driving them 
toward the square, where they rounded up over three hundred of them. That night 
Mikhailyuk took thirty men and forced them to dig a grave two kilometers outside the 
village. I found this out in the morning from the wives whose husbands had been taken. 
All the rounded up Jews were taken to the “fire station” barn, and were let in through 
one door and let out through the other; they were searched there inside the barn. I came 
to an arrangement with the senior Gestapo officer to leave the skilled tradesmen, and 
about fifty people were selected, who were then sent home. The remaining approximately 
240 people were forced to take their shoes off, were loaded onto trucks in groups of 
twenty, and were then taken away to be shot. After the shooting, the gendarmes went to 
Holoby, while the Gestapo went to Kovel through Holoby […] 
 
 Dudar’s testimony provides further detail and supplements the testimony of former 

police officer Alexander Kozlovsky:32 

In about late July or early August 1941, one evening Police Commander Mikhailyuk 
informed us that the next day there would be a large-scale arrest and shooting of citizens 
of Jewish ethnicity. He warned us to keep it a secret in the meantime. Mikhailyuk 
personally took a group of people and on the outskirts of our village, near the Polish 
cemetery, and got several pits ready. About ten to fifteen Gestapo officers arrived in the 
morning. On Mikhailyuk’s instructions, we the police went around the village and 
announced to all (male) citizens of Jewish ethnicity that they had to report to the square 
by the fire station building (Remiza) for registration. Mikhailyuk explained to us that this 
was done to prevent an uproar. As soon as everyone gathered in the designated place, I 
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and the other police officers, armed with rifles, surrounded the fire station, and the 
village elder, Mikhail Dudar, together with two Gestapo officers, registered everyone 
who showed up and took away their documents and anything they had on them. 
Afterward, we put groups of them in trucks and drove them to the pits that had been 
prepared in advance, where Mikhailyuk and a group of police and Germans did the 
shooting. This time, according to Mikhailyuk, at least three hundred people were shot. I 
also rode with the last group to the execution site. When everyone had been shot, we 
threw dirt on the pits and shared the best of our victims’ clothes and shoes amongst 
ourselves [...] 

 

 In total, nearly four thousand people were killed in the region in June-July 1941. 

 In the first half of August, over 1,300 Jews were shot (see table below), mostly in Olyka, 

Berestechko, and Horokhiv. In the second half of the month, Police Battalion 314 alone shot at 

least 896 Jews: 25 on August 18, 53 on August 21, 367 on August 22, 294 on August 23, 69 on 

August 25, and 88 on August 31 (in Kovel).33 For instance, shootings occurred again in Matsiiv 

(around 300 women)34 and in Liuboml, where police in the 1st Company shot 53 people on August 

21, 69 people on August 22, 64 people on August 23, and 30 people on August 28.35 The number 

of victims in selected locations is presented in Table 4-1:    

 

Table 4-1 

Location Date of Shooting Number of 
Victims 

Kamin-Kashyrskyi August 2, 1941 836 
Torchyn August 2, 1941 25?37 
Olyka August 5, 1941 68238 
Berestechko August 8, 1941 30039 
Horokhiv August 12, 1941 30040 

Kamin-Kashyrskyi August 22, 1941   8841 
Tsuman August 23, 1941 23042 
Manevychi August 26, 1941 32743 
Volodymyr-Volynskyi  30044                            
Porytsk Early September about 10045 
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         In the Traunstein region court’s judgment in the case against former members of Police 

Battalion 314, dated May 26, 1982, the activities of this battalion in Volyn is described in the 

following manner:46: 

The shooting of a hundred Jews at an undetermined date between July 14 and September 
1, 1941: The 1st company from Police Battalion 314, after passing through Lviv, Brody, 
and Rivne, arrived in the Kovel district, where a detachment arrived on July 14. The 
company was split in two and stationed in two locations. The first half-company with the 
company leadership (Oberleutnant Jahnhorst) and the 2nd and 3rd platoon were based in 
Liuboml, and the 2nd half-company with the 1st and 4th platoons in Matsiiv (about twenty-
five kilometers west of Kovel). Both half-companies remained in these locations until 
September 1, 1941. The commander of the 2nd Half-Company and simultaneously the 
second-in-command of the entire company was the defendant, Hertel.  The 2nd was 
garrisoned in the manor. 
After the arrival of the second half-company in Matsiiv at an undetermined date between 
July 14 and September 1, 1941, an officers’ meeting took place in battalion headquarters 
in Kovel under the leadership of Dressler, the battalion commander. The attending 
officers, including the defendant, Hertel, were informed that in the coming days an SS 
team with special authority would be visiting certain strongholds. Orders from this team 
must be rigorously obeyed; it must be supported in every possible way [...]   
A few days after the officers’ meeting in Kovel, at an undetermined date, an SD team 
commanded by a Hauptsturmführer really did come to Matsiiv. The Hauptsturmführer 
informed the defendant that he had to register the Jews living in the village. The 
defendant, assuming that the registration of Jews really would take place, at the request 
of the SD-Führer, made the members of the 2nd half-company available to him. To do 
this, he relayed the SD-Führer’s order to the second-in-command of the 1st platoon and 
the commander of the 4th platoon. 
Members of the company dragged at least a hundred Jewish men, women, and children, 
who were identified by their white armbands or Jewish stars, from their homes in Matsiiv 
and were delivered to the manor – the site where the 2nd half-company was garrisoned. 
The defendant was present at the registration, he had placed a table in the manor and 
also assigned a clerk for this purpose. After the registration, the Jews were lodged in a 
side wing of the manor for the night. They were guarded by members of the company. 
The next day the SD-Führer informed the defendant that the Jews were to be shot, and 
ordered him to make available members of the company to accompany the Jews from the 
manor to the execution site, to cordon off the execution site, and for the execution squad. 
In response to the defendant’s question of why this had to happen, the SD- Führer 
answered that he had an order and the defendant had to carry it out. He also showed 
him a letter signed by Higher SS and Police Leader Jeckeln that stated that the SD team 
had a special assignment. The defendant obeyed the command: He ordered the second-
in-command of the 1st Platoon and the commander of the 4th Platoon to report to the SD-
Führer so that he could assign them as well as members of the company to accompany 
the Jews from the manor to the execution site, to cordon off the site, and for the execution 
squad. 
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Then members of the company moved the Jews in groups of about six from the manor to 
the park behind the manor, where a pit had been dug. They were stood 1.5 to 2 meters 
from the pit, then killed with a bullet to the back of the head. The execution squad 
consisted of about six shooters – members of the company and the SD. They began 
shooting on the command: “Ready, aim, fire!” It has not been determined who gave the 
command. In all, at least a hundred Jews – men, women, and children – were shot [...] 
The second shooting in Matsiiv took place during one of the days after the first operation 
(the exact date is unknown). On that day, at least one hundred victims, consisting of only 
men, were loaded onto trucks and taken to the forest. Once there, they were taken in 
groups to a freshly dug pit and shot with the participation of members of the 2nd half-
company […] 
The 2nd Company of Police Battalion 314, under the leadership of company commander 
Wendorff was transferred from Vienna to Zamość, Poland; with the beginning of the 
Russian campaign, it passed through Częstochowa and Brody, and arrived in the Kovel 
district. The company arrived in Holoby on July 14, 1941, that is, on the same day as the 
1st Company arrived in Liuboml and Matsiiv, and took up quarters in a manor. Holoby 
is located twenty-six kilometers south of Kovel, on the road to Lutsk and has a railroad 
station. 
When the 2nd Company arrived in Holoby, the platoon commanders of the 2nd Company, 
including the defendant Bauer, as the commander of the 1st Platoon, at an undetermined 
date between July 14 and September 1, was tasked by company commander Wendorff to 
clear the rear of the army group of scattered Russian troops, round up Russian prisoners 
of war, and pacify the territory specified to the unit. As part of the mopping up operation 
in the Holoby district, the Jewish population had to be removed. Company commander 
Wendorff explained the mission with the aid of a geographical map. He instructed the 
platoon commanders to go together with the local Ukrainian police to the village elders 
(burgomasters) and order them to indicate the homes where Jews lived. Then he ordered 
them to seize the Jews and, depending on the location of the villages and their distance 
from where the company was stationed, either shoot them onsite or deliver them to the 
company. [...] 
Between July 14 and September 1, 1941 the defendant Bauer carried out at least three 
similar executions of Jews [...] 
One of the cases concerns a shooting of at least 108 male Jews. 
One evening the 2nd Company was gathered to announce the order; company 
commander Wendorff and the defendant Bauer were not present then. 
Hauptwachtmeister Kunter asked for volunteers to participate in an operation on the 
following day. Only two people volunteered. That is why platoon commander Bock 
assigned ten people from the heavy machine gun platoon. The next day, the assigned 
team (with thirty people in total), under the command of the defendant Bauer, rode on 
two trucks (one of them was empty) along the road to the left of the railroad to an 
unknown village that was located fifty to sixty kilometers from Holoby. When the 
defendant suddenly saw a Jew with an armband on the railroad track bed from the cab 
of the truck, he said, “There’s already one hanging around here!” He ordered the truck 
to stop and called over the Jew, a tailor who was walking to the nearest village. By the 
truck he whipped the Jew with a lash. Then he ordered him to stand on the running board 
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of the truck, and ride on it to the village, where he got off and had to wait on the main 
square of the village. 
The team members assigned for the task by the defendant, Bauer, then went around to 
drag the male Jews out of their homes. Meanwhile, the team members assigned by the 
defendant, Bauer, to carry out the shooting, rode on a truck to the outskirts of the village 
to the pit. This pit had been dug by Ukrainians; it was about 8 meters long (so that eight 
people could fit side by side), about 2-2.5 meters deep, and about the height of a person 
in width. Soon the first Jews were delivered by truck (it went back and forth between the 
village and the execution site several times). The Jews had to get out on the road about 
100-300 meters from the pit and were urged by members of the company toward the pit. 
You could see the execution site from the truck. Groups of twelve Jews had to lie down 
in the pit on their stomachs, facedown. As ordered by the defendant Baeur, the shooting 
was carried out like this: The shooters he had assigned to the task put a foot on the back 
of the victim inside the pit, and then shot the victim in the back of the head with an assault 
rifle, which had be set to fire single shots. Sometimes the shooters checked whether the 
victims were dead by nudging them by pressing their boots on the victim’s back. The 
defendant Baeur and platoon cammander Tachezi also killed victims in the way 
described. After the first row had been shot dead, the next victims had to lie facedown 
on the victims that had already been killed and were covered in blood, and they in turn 
were shot dead in the same way. The third row of victims was similarly killed in the way 
described. The next rows of victims were shot in standing position. They had to stand 
facing the pit; a shooter stood behind every victim and shot them in the back of the head 
from a carbine. They began shooting on the command of the heavy machine gun platoon 
commander, Bock: “Ready, aim, fire!” After every shot, the shooters got a glass of 
schnapps. 
Since the victims at the edge of the pit fell on the ground, and not into the pit itself, the 
Ukrainians who had dug the pit had to drag the corpses into the pit and, so as to optimize 
the pit’s volume, laid them parallel to each other. These Ukrainians were covered in 
blood and did their work barefoot. 
In total, the twelve shooters fired nine times, with at least 108 male Jews killed, including 
the Jew who had been caught on the railroad track bed […] 
At another, also undetermined date between July 15 and September 1, 1941, the 1st 
Platoon of the 2nd Company, under the command of the defendant, Bauer, went by truck 
to an unknown village near Holoby in order to “check” it. When, on the way to the 
village, the detachment passed two Jews, the defendant Bauer commanded the truck to 
stop and take the Jews to the collection point in the village. 
The members of the company assigned to the task by the defendant Bauer had to go to 
“Jewish houses” and remove and capture Jewish men. Then the Jews were taken by the 
members of the company selected by Bauer for the task to the shooting site outside the 
village – a glade surrounded by the forest from three sides – where they had to dig a pit 
about six meters long. Several members of the team assigned by the defendant cordoned 
off the area by the pit. After this task was completed, about four Jews remained by the 
pit, and the others were led way to edge of the forest, where they had to wait, about 
twenty to thirty meters from the pit. The first Jews had to stand at the edge of the pit 
facing it. The shooters assigned by Bauer to the execution squad received an order to 
stand behind the victims and to aim at the top half of two victims’ bodies from a distance 
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of fifteen to twenty-five meters. At the defendant Bauer’s command (he stood to the right 
of the shooters) “ready, fire!” the victims were shot in the manner described above. One 
member of the company was assigned by Leutnant Bauer to finish off any victims that 
weren’t fatally injured with an assault rifle. In separate groups (of four), the victims 
were brought in succession to the pit and shot there […] That day, an undetermined 
number of male Jews were killed, yet it was at least twelve victims, again only because 
of their ethnicity […]. 
 

         In total, around two and a half thousand Jews were exterminated in the region in 

August.                                                                       

 At the beginning of September, Police Battalion 314 went further east. To replace it, the 

2nd Company of Police Battalion 320 (the company commander was Polizeihauptmann Hans 

Wiemer), which was quartered in Lutsk; the 1st Platoon of this company (whose commander was 

Police Lieutenant Stoll) was stationed in Kovel.47 In all likelihood, it was this company that carried 

out another few “Jewish operations” in the region in October 1941. For instance, on Yom Kippur 

(in 1941, Yom Kippur fell on October 1), a mass shooting of Jews took place in Volodymyr-

Volynskyi,48 890 Jews were shot near the Jewish cemetery in Ustyluh in late October,49 and six 

hundred Jews in Rozhyshche50 probably in the same month. Willy Reinhard, a former police 

officer in the company who had participated in the operation, testified to the following during an 

interrogation on April 13, 1947: 

[…] We received an order from Lutsk to round up and arrest all Jewish families in 
neighboring villages as well as confiscate their property. And so our company began 
carrying out this operation. We rode around the villages and, arresting the Jews, we took 
them to the town of Lutsk to a separate camp, where all their belongings were placed in the 
synagogue, and later sent to Germany. In this manner, we arrested about 400 Jewish 
families, and around 1,500 people in all. When this operation was completed, about eight 
days later, on the order of the SD, all Jews, including old people and children, were escorted 
to the forest, about four to five kilometers outside the town, where they were shot. They were 
escorted in groups, with the total broken into six or seven parties. The shooting took place 
starting approximately from 4 a.m. and lasted until evening. Before they began shooting, the 
area was surrounded in the event of an escape. All the Jews were ordered to hand in all their 
valuables, and whoever refused, was forced to do so. I personally arrested about ten Jewish 
families, forty to fifty people in total, who were taken to the camp in Lutsk. I personally did 
not do the shooting, as was the case for our entire company. In the shooting, our entire 
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company participated in the following manner: After the order was issued about the 
shooting, our company, together with the local police in Lutsk, escorted all these citizens to 
the forest, where they were lined up in the meadow, and we were ordered to surround the 
entire area in order to prevent them from escaping. The perimeter was formed in such a way 
that there was an armed police officer stationed every six meters. As I’ve already mentioned, 
before the shooting, they were ordered to remove all valuables – watches, rings, medallions, 
etc. Afterwards, in groups of eight, the Soviet citizens that had already been prepared for 
execution, were taken into the forest to pits that had been dug, where they were shot with 
assault rifles. The shooting was directly carried out by members of the SD and the 
gendarmerie. After they had all been shot, the gendarmerie from Lutsk brought about forty 
other Soviet civilians and forced them to cover the pits and only after all the pits had been 
covered were we relieved from guard duty and went home [...]51 
 
The presence of a camp in Lutsk for evacuated Jews is also confirmed by the following 

notice from Gebietskommissar Lindner:)52 

 

            In total, approximately eight thousand Jews were murdered in the region in the second 

half of 1941. 
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Atlas “Shoah Atrocities Map – Ukraine” 

Alexander Kruglov “The Holocaust in the Volyn Region” 

 
5. The Extermination of Jews in 1942 -1944  
 

                           5.1 The Murder of Jews in 1942  

 In the winter of 1941-1942 and the spring of 1942 was more or less calm for the Jews of 

the region. The occupation authorities did not bother them, if you do not count setting up ghettos. 

The first ghettos had been created in October 1941 – in Berestechko, Horokhiv, and Lokachi.1 The 

ghetto in Lutsk was created on December 11, 1941, and nearly eighteen thousand Jews were 

rounded up there.2 That same month, ghettos were also set up in Liuboml (December 5) and 

Matsiiv, in Rozhyshche in February 1942, and in Olyka, Torchyn, and Ustyluh in March.3 In April, 

the Jews (seventeen thousand)4 of Volodymyr-Volynskyi were forced into the ghetto, with the 

Germans marking the creation of the ghetto by shooting two hundred Jews.5 On May 27, 1942 it 

was announced that two ghettos had been created in Kovel; Jews had to move into the ghetto that 

same day between 12 p.m. and 5 p.m. That entire day, Gebietskommissar Arno Kämpf, sitting on 

his horse, personally supervised the Jews’ relocation to the ghetto; later he even expressed his 

appreciation to the Jewish council for ensuring that the move occurred calmly, in an organized 

manner, and without incident.6 One of the ghettos was located in the old town, which had been 

populated mostly by Jews even before. The other ghetto was in the new town, between the railroad 

and Warsaw Street. Both ghettos, when they had been set up or shortly thereafter, were enclosed 

by a wooden fence over two meters high with barbed wire. Jews could only enter or exit the ghetto 

through designated access points, the gates of the ghetto. At first, German gendarmes stood watch 

by these gates. Later, the Ukrainian police took over guarding the ghetto. Afterward, the German 
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gendarmes limited themselves to overseeing the Ukrainian police on guard duty in the ghetto and 

from time to time they themselves patrolled the ghetto. Jewish skilled tradesmen and with their 

families (1,400 families, 3,500 people in all) were housed in the ghetto in the new town, and the 

rest of the Jews (over 10,000 people) in the old town ghetto.7  

 On May 2, a ghetto was created in Manevychi.8 In May, ghettos also sprang up in  

Liubeshiv and Krymne, and in Kamin-Kashyrskyi in June.9 

 After the process of ghettoization and concentration of the Jews was nearly complete, the 

Sicherheitspolizei (SiPo) and the SD, with the active participation of the German and Ukrainian 

police police proceeded to execute all the Jews (270 people) in Kivertsi by shooting on May 28.10 

Then it commenced a deliberate and systematic destruction of the Jews in the region. 

 At the end of May or the beginning of June, the 1st Motorized Platoon of the gendarmerie, 

together with the Schutzmannschaftbataillon 103, carried out an operation in Matsiiv against 

“bandits,” during which four “bandits” were killed, three or four wounded, and one detained.11 It 

is likely that, at the same time, two hundred young Jews were killed for “providing support to the 

bandits.”12 

The Operation in Kovel 

          

 On June 3-5, an SD team from Brest and the 1st Motorized Platoon of the gendarmerie from 

Lutsk, with the active participation of the Ukrainian police, carried out an operation in Kovel 

following the one in Matsiiv. The victims of this operation, apart from the few Jews that managed to 

hide or escape, were the residents of the ghetto in the old town, as well as the Jewish council (with 

the exception of its then chairman, Pomeranz), as well as the Jüdischer Ordnungsdienst (Jewish 

police). On the eve of the operation, on June 2, Pomeranz received an order to make list of the Jews 

living in the old town ghetto that should be spared and, therefore, moved to the ghetto in the new 
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town. That same evening the Jewish council and Jewish police received an order to report to the 

German gendarmerie building on Lutsk Street at 8 p.m. When they arrived at the German 

gendarmerie, they were all taken to the building’s basement and put in cells in groups, without any 

explanation. At about 2 a.m. on June 3, they were removed from there. They were ordered to go to 

the ghetto in the old town and announce to the Jews living there that they would be sent to work in 

the east and, because of this, they had take a small bag with them and gather on the streets  

immediately; those Jews who do carry out the order would be shot. The members of the Jewish 

council and police followed the instructions given to them. In accordance with the order, they went 

to the ghetto of the old town, accompanied by German gendarmes and the Ukrainian police, and 

went door to door, in order to notify the residents of the order. While they went around the houses, 

the armed German gendarmes and Ukrainian police were on the ghetto’s streets and also checked 

whether the Jews had in fact all left their homes. Men, women, and children, had to line up in the 

streets in columns, and were then taken to the railroad station under guard. At the same time, those 

who attempted to hide and get away as well as the elderly, sick, and children were shot onsite. From 

the station, the Jews were taken by freight train to the execution site, which was located in a sand 

quarry by the village of Bakhiv, seven kilometers north of Kovel. At the shooting site the Jews had 

to undress – men completely, women to their undergarments. Then they had to descend into the pit 

in groups and lie down on their stomachs, after which they were killed with a bullet to the back of 

the head. The clothes of the people that had been shot were taken by freight train to the Kovel station, 

where, after the clothing was unloaded, the train was loaded again with new victims, who were taken 

again to the execution site and killed there. In this way, during the mass shootings, which lasted three 

days, over eight thousand Jews (men, women, and children) were killed; every day about three 
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thousand people were shot.13 According to the account of the former Gebietskommissar of Kovel, 

Erich Kassner, the operation was carried in the following manner:14 

The liquidation was carried out by an SS flying squad. It flew in on a “Fieseler Storch” 
and consisted of six people. The people wore black half masks. They also wore black 
rubber suits and black gloves [...]15 The liquidation site had already been prepared by 
the Wehrmacht in 1941 with the help of prisoners of war in the northwest part of the 
town between the roads to Brest and Kamin [-Kashyrskyi] […] It was a sandy area. A A 
track led there from the railroad in order to transport sand from there for construction 
work […] Jews from the camp were loaded onto freight trains and delivered to the 
designated place. The large camp, located on the other side of the Turiya River, was 
cleared first, and some time later, the camp by the train station […] [The shootings 
continued] for two days. This team worked from early morning to the dead of night. Each 
train delivered about a thousand Jews to the shooting site. The Ukrainian gendarmerie 
was used as an escort during transport from the camp until they were loaded onto train 
cars, as well as later until they reached the execution site. The gendarmerie did not 
participate directly in the shooting, but during the round up of the Jews, not only beatings 
occurred, but shots were also fired. I myself was on the street and directly at the 
crossroads and observed the transfer. I stood there together with gendarmerie 
Hauptmann Buch,16 who arrived from Rivne with a hundred men and together with the 
Ukrainian gendarmerie from Kovel secured the entire operation. In the meantime, a Jew 
attacked Buch and mortally wounded him with a razor. Blinded by rage, the Ukrainians 
opened fire on the Jews. I had to run down the street to avoid getting shot, and also 
yelled to the Ukrainians to stop shooting. But they didn’t listen and continued shooting. 
Then I requested Hauptmann Buch for the police to no longer escort the Jews during 
transport, which he fulfilled by talking to the police commander. I didn’t want the Jews 
to be subject to cruel treatment during transport. I categorically told Hauptmann Buch 
that I can’t interfere with the liquidation, but I cannot tolerate cruelty. Afterward, only 
Buch and his gendarmes from Rivne escorted the transfers, while the police withdrew 
during this period. I personally went to the ghetto several times on both days to make 
sure that there were no acts of cruelty during the roundup of the Jews. In addition, I 
visited the shooting site twice a day and talked to the team commander, a former French 
security officer. He was not very talkative and told me that there was a categorial ban 
on his people talking to others. The execution was carried out by a bullet to the back of 
the head, fired by a team consisting of five to six people. When the freight trains arrived, 
the Jews got out and had to undress in a designated spot (the women could keep their 
undergarments on) and then once they were lined up one behind the other, they were led 
to the dug out pits, in which they had to lie facedown, with one person’s head on one 
side, and the next in the opposite direction. Then they were shot in the back of the head. 
The Jews walked to the execution quite calmly and did not resist at all; they all bore it 
patiently. Most of the Jews knew me. Many said good-bye to me and said they knew why 
they had to die, and specifically because American capitalist Jews were bullying the 
German Reich and the rest of the world. I, standing on the edge of the pit, also asked 
individual Jews, whether they believed that I was responsible for their deaths. They all 
declared that they had long ago come to grips with their fate, and they had learned about 
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it from messages from the General-Governate. In answer to my question of why they 
didn’t run away from the ghetto, they answered that escape was pointless because the 
Ukrainians would kill them anyway when they were caught. 
The execution team flew away in the evening and returned the next day, since they were 
not required to stay in Kovel. These people had no contact with anyone in Kovel; they 
were at the execution site the entire day […] 
About seven to eight thousand [were shot]. After the end of the shooting, the team 
sprayed a liquid on the corpses from a device that looked like a flame thrower. A white 
foam appeared that ultimately turned blue and dissolved the flesh on the bones. 
Similarly, the bones started to disintegrate; they became porous like honeycomb […]. At 
the very end, the pits, which still contained bone remnants, were covered with earth. This 
dirt was also soaked with the same liquid as the corpses had previously been. 

 

Among the murdered Jews was the vice-chairman of the Central Merchant Union in Poland and 

the Chairman of the Jewish community of Warsaw in 1937-1939, M. Mayzel. The families of skilled 

artisans, as well as Jews hiding in the town (around a thousand people) or who had escaped to 

neighboring villages and forests (another thousand) were spared. In addition, another five to six 

hundred Jews from the old town ghetto had managed to relocate to the new town ghetto.17 Several 

days after the operation, on June 9, the Jews were forced to pay a contribution of one million rubles; 

it was soon raised to one and a half million rubles, which had to be collected and handed over before 

June 15. In addition, the Jews had to hand over their gold, precious stones, and other valuables. On 

June 15, the tribute was paid in full, and one kilogram of gold was also handed over.18 

In the second half of June, all the Jews of Shatsk19  were shot dead and seventy to eighty Jews 

in Holovne20 at approximately the same time. 

After about a month-long break, the “Jewish operations” in the region resumed. From July 26-

29, they were carried out in the districts of Kolky, Tsuman, and Olyka.21 For instance, on July 26, the 

Jews concentrated in Sofiivka22 (Tsuman district) were liquidated. The day before, on July 23, the 

Jews from the villages of Hnativka23 and Maryanivka,24 while leatherworkers and their families were 

separated and sent to the village of Selysche,25 where a workshop had been set up. The rest of the Jews 
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(three to four thousand people) were shot in two ditches, thirty meters each in length; part of the Jews 

managed to escape.26 About a thousand runaway Jews were caught and shot on September 21, 1942. 

At the end of December 1942, the Jews from the labour camp in Selysche27 were also shot. 

 

The Liquidation of the Olyka Ghetto 

 One July 27, the liquidation of the Olyka ghetto began (over four thousand victims).28 On the 

night from July 25 to July 26, the ghetto was surrounded by the Ukrainian police. On the morning of 

July 26, all the residents of the ghetto ware rounded up in the castle of the former Polish prince 

Radziwill, during which the Ukrainian police killed several people who were old or sick and could 

not walk independently in the ghetto and on the way to the castle. An attempt by several Jews to 

organize a rebellion was suppressed by the Jewish council. After the ghetto had been cleared, the 

Ukrainian police looted all the homes in the former ghetto. A small group of specialists was separated 

from the rest of the Jews rounded up in the castle, and then the women and children were put in a huge 

garage in the castle, while the men were were forced into the wooden barracks near the castle. In the 

garage, the windows and doors were shut tight, and owing to lack of air, the unbearable heat, and 

overcrowding, some women and children died there from suffocation or being trampled when the 

Ukrainian police were forcing them into the garage while brutally beating them; their bodies were 

taken away by Ukrainian police in large trucks to the cemetery and buried there. On July 27, the 

execution of the Jews began. The shootings were carried out in ditches at a former shooting range by 

the village of Chemerin. The Ukrainian police hustled groups of fifty Jews  toward the ditch, the 

Jewish police undressed them and forced them to lie facedown insidethe ditch, after which drunk 

German and Ukrainian police killed the Jews with a bullet to the back of the head. Ukrainian 

farmworkers covered the murdered or only wounded victims with a layer of dirt, and then a new group 
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of Jews was brought in. At the end of the operation, the Jewish police were ordered to undress. When 

they refused to do it, the Ukrainian police beat them brutally, ripped off their clothing, and then shot 

them dead.29 A small group of Jews hiding on the territory of the former ghetto or who had escaped 

from the barracks at night managed to save themselves. A hundred Jewish artisans were left alive 

temporarily; they were shot dead four months later.30 

 On July 2931 the Jews of the village Staryi Chortoryisk (Manevychi district) were also shot 

(about 300 victims).32 

 It is likely that the ghetto in Kolky33 was liquidated by shooting its population of around 2,000 

Jews.34 The ghetto had been created in October 1941. Local Jews (860 Jews had been living in Kolky 

in 1937) as well as Jews from neighboring villages and Jewish refugees from Poland, over 2,000 

people in all, had been moved there. Overcrowding in the ghetto (six families lived in each room), 

hunger, and unsanitary conditions lead to the spread of infectious diseases, which, in turn, were the 

cause of high mortality. A few weeks after the ghetto was liquidated, a new operation was carried out, 

during which over a hundred additional Jews were shot.35 

In total, about 10,000 Jews were exterminated on July 26-29. 

 On August 10 and 15 the ghettos in Kamin-Kashyrskyi36 and Liubeshiv37, respectively, were 

liquidated, and about 1,700 people were shot dead. From the report of commander of the SiPo and SD 

in Rivne, dated August 17,1942, it appears that: 

 according to the oral report of the BrestAußenstelle [branch office], in the Kamin-Kashyrskyi 

Kreisgebiet [war district]38 3,399 Jews were subjected to special treatment.39 

 An inhabitant of Liubeshiv, Grigory Gorshar, described the liquidation of the ghetto in the 

following manner (the style is preserved):40 

[…] on August 15, 1942, the Gebeskommisar [Gebietskommissar] arrived from Kamin-
Kashyrskyi with Cossacks, up to eighty-five police goons. They cordoned off the ghetto 
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and ordered everyone to come out to the square for the “genquistion,” during which they 
started calling up everyone according to a list; skilled tradesmen on one side, without 
children, and the rest of the Jews on the other side; the tradesmen were sent off separately, 
and they started shooting, that is, killing, the rest; some were killed on the square, but also 
in the gardens, up to 280 people, and the rest were sent in the direction of the village of 
Vulka-Liubeshivskaya, where 500-600 hundred of them were killed in the pine forest. The 
remaining 1,100 people were sent to the synagogue, where they were  stripped. Part of 
the Jews, up to 230 people, made a run for it, and the remaining 870 people were sent to 
the graves that had been dug and they were shot by the Cossacks. In addition, up to 25 
people had been sent to the village of Lyubyaz to build a bridge over the Pripyat River. 
Once the bridge had been built, they were ordered to undress and get in the water, and 
there in the water they were shot down. Before that they humiliated them, forcing them to 
sing and dance [...] 
         
In the second half of August, the ghettos in Kovel and Lutsk (6,50041 and about 15,00042  

victims, respectively) were liquidated. 

In Kovel, the shootings took place in the Jewish cemetery, starting from August 19, 1942. 

Over a thousand Jews managed to run away or hide, but later many of them were caught and 

shot. The shooting of the last group of Jews that had been caught probably took place on October 

6, 1942.43 Several young Jews who had been hiding in cellars managed to kill at least five 

Ukrainian police officers before they themselves were killed.44 

In Lutsk, according to a Jewish council report dated March 3, 1942, there were 14,870 

people in the ghetto: 7,860 women, 3,150 men, and 3,860 children under fourteen.45 There was 

a pronounced decrease in their number by August 1942. For instance, 60 Jews who had declared 

they were ill46 were shot in the town at the shooting range on May 29, 1942. In addition, mortality 

was high in the ghetto. Only going by the monthly report dated February 20, 1942 from the town 

council, 129 Jews had died that month.47 There were doubtless numerous fatalities in the spring 

and summer of 1942. On the other had, we must bear in mind that there were also unregistered 

Jews living in the ghetto. 

The Operation in Lutsk 



9 
 

 In Lutsk, an operation was carried out in August 20-22, 1942. The night before, from August 

19-20, 1942, the Jews from the labor camp in Krasne (on the outskirts of Lutsk) dug several large 

ditches in the nearby forest. The aforementioned Alois Kräutle wrote in his diary:48 

August 20. Jewish murder operation in Lutsk. In the ghetto the Jews were divided into two 
groups – those who were supposed to remain and those who were to be shot. The shooting 
began at 5 a.m.  
August 21. All the Jews were incarcerated in the castle [the castle’s yard] and from there, 
15,000 people, all completely naked, were taken in 120 trucks to be shot in the forest, eight 
kilometers from Volunge [correction: Polonka]. They had to lie down next to each other 
in the three pits, and were shot dead like that. The pits were 340 meters long, 4 meters 
wide, and 2.5 meters deep. The pits had to be filled with sand over and over again, since 
there was blood on top of the corpses [...] 
Starting from August 21, 1942, they were constantly shooting Jews at night, during the 
day too. And every day Jews that had been hiding were taken to be shot [...]  

 

 We find additional information about the operation in Kräutle’s testimony from 1961:49 

August 20, 1942, all the Jews in the Lutsk ghetto were rounded up in one place. Then they 
were separated into one group that would remain in the ghetto, and another that was 
designated to be shot. The transfer to the execution site was carried out with 
approximately 120 trucks […] According to my notes from August 20, 1942, about 15,000 
Jews were shot […] The victims were delivered to the forest near the village of Polunka 
or Polyanka, which was eight kilometers away. There were three ditches set up there that 
were parallel to each other. The dimensions of these ditches were: 1. 105 paces long, 2. 
185 paces long, 3. 50 paces long. The width of all three ditches was 4 paces, and the depth 
was 2.5 meters. The information on the length and width are my own – I personally 
measured them out in paces fourteen days later. The information about the depth I 
received from police officials I was treating that had been assigned to the security 
perimeter at the time of the shooting […] I have phots of those ditches. They were made 
by Dr. Wieder, the doctor at headquarters at the time […] 
[…] the person responsible first and foremost for these shootings is the former 
headquarters commander Glück,50 who was acting with support from the 
Gebietskommissar of Lutsk. In this regard, I refer to the following incident: In order to 
prevent the shooting of Jewish doctors we knew who lived in Lutsk and the surrounding 
area, Dr. Wieder went to the execution site on August 20, 1942 with a list in his hand and 
requested the listed doctors to be freed. Yet, headquarters commander Glück refused him 
[…] It struck me that these mass shootings were carried out precisely at the time when 
General Haselmayr, the commander of OFK 579, was on leave. I believe that these 
shootings could’ve at least been delayed by him for a certain time. Throughout his career 
he intervened on behalf of Jews and fought energetically against the orders of the 
Gebietskommissar, the SD, and Gestapo. For his humane behavior, in addition to gaining 
his freedom, he was ordered home and pensioned off.51 
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The site where Lutsk’s Jews were executed by shooting in August 1942  (BArch B 162/Bild 88) 

 

         A witness to the shooting of Jews from the Lutsk ghetto, Anton Dovgopolyuk, testified to the 

following during questioning on October 12, 1972:52 

I reside permanently in the village of Rovantsi. In August 1942, I was a witness to a mass 
extermination of Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity carried out by Germans in an area 
called Polonka – this is about three to four kilometers from the village of Rovantsi. I was 
then in Polonka with another fellow villager, taken by the police to throw dirt on  the large 
pits resembling trenches that the Germans had been filled with corpses. The pits were 130 
meters long if not more, 4 meters wide, and up to 3 meters deep. By the time I got there, 
two pits had already been filled with corpses. Citizens of Jewish ethnicity were being shot 
in the third pit. I saw all this with my own eyes over the course of three days, until I ran 
away from there. At the mass shooting site there were always … about two dozen 
Germans, dressed in a gray-green uniform, and about fifteen police. The police brought 
people to be shot from the Jewish ghetto, which was located in the town of Lutsk. There 
were constantly five or six trucks in circulation. On each truck they brought twenty-five to 
thirty men, women, and children. Before they were sent to the pit, the police ordered the 
doomed victims to strip naked, and their clothes were laid in a pile. Then two Germans 
took groups of five to six people and led them away to the pit, where they laid them face 
down side by side, and then shot each in the back of the head. When a layer of corpses 
had formed on the bottom of the pit, the police forced us to cover the bodies with a layer 
of dirt of up to ten centimeters thick, and then everything was repeated from the beginning 
until the pit was completely filled with corpses [...]  
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The site where Lutsk’s Jews were executed by shooting in August 1942 (BArch B 162/Bild 88) 

 
          

 When Vasily Ravchyuk, who lived in the same village as Dovgopolyuk and was also 

assigned by the village elder to cover the bodies with dirt, arrived in the area called Polonka, he 

saw four or five large pits 130-150 meters long, with five or six Germans and about about ten 

police officers standing near them. 

At about 10 a.m., three or four trucks started coming to the area called Polonka from the 
direction of Lutsk. About thirty Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity were on each truck under 
police guard. There were men, women, and children. The police removed the people who 
had been brought there off the trucks and forced them to strip naked, and then the 
Germans, armed with assault rifles, took groups of five to six people from among doomed 
victims, led them to the pit, lay them on the bottom facedown and shot them dead there. 
Inside the pit, the victims were laid out in rows to ensure that more people or, rather, 
corpses, would fit inside. When the pit was filled with one layer of bodies, the shooting 
would cease. The Germans who were killing people, right there by the pit, would drink 
rum and had a snack, and we, the workers, were forced to cover the corpses with a layer 
of dirt up to ten centimeters thick. After that, other Germans carried out the shooting, and 
the first ones took a break. This lasted every day until evening, and in all, the shootings 
[…] lasted more than a week. I already mentioned that the doomed people were led in 
groups of 5 or 6 people, but the old and weak people were just dragged off the trucks by 
the Germans and thrown right into the pit, where they were then finished off. I still 
remember a spine-chilling scene. Among the doomed victims was a young mother with 
twins about three months old. The Germans were urging the woman into the pit, but she 
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was standing there and breastfeeding her children. Then the Germans dragged the woman 
with the twins in her arms to the pit and threw them in [...]53 
 
On August 24, 1942, the Jewish labor camp in Krasne was supposed to be liquidated, but 

then the Germans changed course, in order to lure Jews that managed to escape the ghetto into 

the camp. With this goal, they opened the gates of the camp and, as a result, many Jews who had 

nowhere to go wound up in this camp. But soon afterward, in September 1942, a selection was 

done in the camp and all those chosen were taken by trucks to the outskirts of the town and shot 

there. After this selection, there were about 240 people left in the camp. The camp was 

transferred from Krasne to Boreslaw the Brave Street, where the gates were opened once again 

with the same objective, and when the last of the escaped Jews turned up in the camp, they started 

fencing it off.54 

 On September 14, 1942, a final operation was carried out in the town. A description of it 

can be found in Kräutle’s diary, as well as in the report of his postwar interrogation. From  

Kräutle’s diary:55 

September 14. A second anti-Jewish operation. The search of the children’s clinic for Dr. 
Goldberg. At the pharmaceutical depot, the arrest of pharmacists Podolsky, Bernert, 
Kluger, Hisch, Kramer, and all the medical personnel of the town of Lutsk. Large-scale 
mass shootings. Arrests of Jews by the OFK 579 […]  
 
September 26. Pharmacists Podolsky and Kramer poisoned themselves with morphine 
during the ride from the town hall to Bolonko forest, where they were supposed to be shot. 
All the doctors have been shot and another twenty doctors and pharmacists committed 
suicide. 

 
         From Kräutle’s interrogation report from 1961:56 
 

On September 14, 1942, the remaining Jews in Lutsk that were still there after August 
20 and 21, 1942 were shot. This also included the doctors and nurses that we had 
successfully hidden until then. We hit them partly in the boiler room and partly on the 
stage [“auf der Bühne”]. When I say “we” I mean [headquarters doctor]Dr. Wieder 
[from OFK 579], myself, and the former priest (major) Immanuel Fischer. The Jews we 
hid were also provided with food for about four weeks. So, for example, for the people 
living on the stage, food was delivered via a rope-ladder. Right before the shooting on 
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September 14, 1942, the SS found out that we were hiding Jews and conducted a search 
at our place. It was, however, unsuccessful. Since hiding them had become dangerous 
with time, and we were also being transferred to Rivne, one night I delivered the Jews 
we were hiding to the outskirts of the town, where a Polish medical vehicle driven by a 
Pole by the name of Spiegel, drove them away in the direction of Kyiv. Here I have to 
specify that at first we hid over twenty people. Shortly before September 14, 1942, twenty 
of them asked to go to the ghetto to change their clothes. We never saw these people 
again. They were shot in the course of the operation on September 14, 1942. The 
individuals driven away at night by myself and Spiegel were the Jewish (female) doctor 
Dr. Dal57 and a Jewish medical student whose name I no longer remember..  
 
According to the testimony of a former camp prisoner in Krasne, Meyer Rothmann, in 

mid-September 1942, two hundred people (including doctors working in the Jewish hospital) 

were selected from the others in the camp and, together with the four hundred Jews from the 

castle, were taken to the outskirts of the town and shot there.58 

In August, another seven districts were “cleared” of Jews (Table 5-1):        

Table 5-1 

District Date of the Operation Number of 
Victims 

Ozyutychi August 15-16, 1942 about 50059  
Kovel         53060 
Torchyn August 22, 1942  About 2,00061 
Rozhyshche August 23, 1942       3,00062 
Turiisk August 23, 1942  2,27463 
Ratne August 26, 1942  About 1,00064 
Sedlysche  38065 

      

 A witness to the shooting of the Jews from the Torchyn ghetto, Feofil Gubitsky, who was 

the driver of German commander Wallenschus, testified to the following during questioning on 

July 28, 1971:66 

[…] In the summer of 1942, on Wallenschus’s orders, about a hundred residents of the 
village were gathered with their shovels. Early in the morning, they were all sent, under 
police escort with police officers Vasily Chaika, Rymarchyuk, Kordratovich, Tikhon, and 
others, to the Jewish cemetery to dig a pit. The pit hadn’t yet been fully dug, when I brought 
Wallenschus in the car. He walked around the cemetery and then police officers Tikhon, 
Chaika, Rymarchyuk and others brought in about thirty Jews and forced them to finish 
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digging the pit. Near the pit was a table on which there was vodka and snacks. It was 
mostly two Germans shooting the Jews, and before each round of shooting they drank 
vodka, while the police guarded the people […] When the pit had been dug, they started 
bringing in Jews from the ghetto on vehicles and carts. The transfer and escort to the 
shooting site were carried out by Chaika, Rymarchyuk, Tikhon, Kondratovich, and others. 
The Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity that had been brought to the cemetery had to stand 
in rows of two people, undress, and then walk to the pit. They walked into the pit on their 
own, lay facedown on the bottom, and two Germans walked around and shot them with 
their pistols. If any of the doomed individuals resisted in any way, police officers Chaika, 
Tikhon, and others dragged them to the pit by force. During the mass shooting, it was 
horrible to watch; the screams and moaning of the doomed could be heard everywhere 
[...] 
 
The ghetto in the village of Turiisk was liquidated on August 23, 1942. A few days prior to 

the liquidation, on August 19, 1942, the Germans, under the threat of destroying the entire Jewish 

community, demanded the Jewish council hand over 500,000 “karbovanets,” 500 suits, and 500 

pairs of shoes within twenty-four hours. The Jews handed over the suits and the shoes,  but they 

did not manage to collect the money. During the liquidation of the ghetto, some Jews resisted. For 

instance, Berish Segal managed to get ahold of a German assault rifle and wounded several police 

officers before he was killed; two women attacked the German leading the operation and injured 

him before they themselves were killed; several Jews set fire to houses in the ghetto.67 According 

to witness testimony, 1,512 Jews were shot in the quarry of the brick factory. The shooting was 

done by a police team from Kovel headed by Gebietskommissar Kassner and gendarmerie official 

Manthei.68 

 Sometime between August 20 and August 29, 1942, the Jews of the villages of Kupychiv and 

Ozeryany  (Turiisk district) were also exterminated. According to eyewitnesses, 762 Jews were shot 

dead in the clay pit near the village of Sushybaba and five kilometers from Kupychiv in the direction 

of Ozeryany. The shooting was done by a police team from Kovel (about thirty people) headed by 

German gendarmerie official Manthei and Ukrainian police (seventy-five people) headed by 

Ukrainian police commanders Vilchinsky and Sharovich.69 A former member of the Kovel police 
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force, Vasily Lapchyuk described the liquidation of the ghetto in the village of Ozeryany as follows 

(style is preserved):70 

Two days after the pogrom in the town of Kovel, I, together with twenty-five police officers 
from Kovel, went to the village of Ozeryany to shoot the Jews. By the time we arrived by 
truck in the village of Ozeryany, the Jews there had been already been rounded up in one 
place; there were several hundred of them. On the order of the Gebietskommissar, we, the 
police, took all these Jews to a pit in a field and gave the Jews shovels to make the pit 
deeper. When they had dug a big pit, the Jews were taken in groups of five to the pit, where 
they were personally shot to death by Gebietskommissar Kassner, Shabatura, and Mantel 
[correction: Manthei]. Nobody else participated in the shooting. The police did not 
participate in the shooting. 

 

 Former police officer, Grigory Kalischyuk, who participated in the shooting of the Jews from 

the Nova Vyzhva, testified to the following during questioning on March 29, 1948:71 

 
[…] Sometime in the summer of 1942, I don’t remember the month, about twelve to fifteen 
Germans arrived in the village of Nova Vyzhva, and summoned police commander Mikhail 
Bido, They discussed something with him, and after that he gathered all of us police and 
ordered us to cordon off the Jewish ghetto and escort the Jews behind the German soldiers 
and officers, who were walking in the front. I […] and other [police officers] escorted the 
Jews to the outskirts of Nova Nyzhva. We were about three kilometers outside the village 
when the Germans gave the order for all the Jews to sit down, and we, the police, guarded 
them there. In the same place, the order was given for all the Jews – men, women, and 
children – to strip naked. When the Jews, about four hundred of them, had undressed, then 
we, the police, on the German’s orders, pressed them onward for another kilometer, where 
a large pit or a ditch 20-25 meters deep, and 4-5 meters deep, had been dug. By this pit, 
the Germans first selected the able-bodied men, led them to the pit, and shot all of them 
there. Then they started taking women, children, and old men, led them to that same pit, 
lay them one on top of each other, and shot them. While the Germans were shooting the 
first group of Jews, we, the police, guarded the last remaining Jews until the last families 
were shot [...] 
 
On August 26, the ghetto in Ratne was liquidated. Back on July 16, the partisans took 

control of the town, killing two Germans and urging the young people to head for the forest, but 

their call went unheeded among the youth. The partisans left the town that same day, and the 

German police, in retaliation for the killing of the Germans, shot dead 113 Jews on July 17.72 

During the liquidation of the ghetto, about a thousand Jews were killed near the village of 
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Prokhid, and several hundred escaped the day before the operation.73 The shooting was 

carried out by and SD team (likely from Brest) with assistance from the German gendarmerie 

and Ukrainian auxiliary police. In Ratne, a small Jewish labor camp (thirty skilled workers) 

remained that was liquidated in early 1943.74          

 In total, over 35,000 Jews were exterminated in the region in August 1942. 

 A series of killings of Jews were committed in villages in the district by Ukrainian and 

German police. For instance, in the villages of Starostyne and Konyshche (five kilometers 

northwest of Ratne) the SiPo shot dead seven Jews on August 11, 1942.75 

 In the village of Kortelisy (twenty kilometers northwest of Ratne), it would seem that in 

the summer of 1942, Jews were not only killed by Germans, but by partisans as well. A military 

engineer from Brest Fortress by the name of Boris who had settled in the village formed a 

partisan unit that included prisoners of war as well as residents of the village. They conducted 

operations by night, and hid weapons and returned to the village by day. There were many Jews 

living in the village,76 who, in order to prove their loyalty to the Germans, captured two partisans 

and handed them over to the Germans together with a list of local partisans. Then Boris got 

revenge on the Jews and left the area.77 

 In the fall of 1942, in the area around Khateshiv, members of the Ratne district police 

detained and then shot dead over forty Jews on the grounds of the brick factory. At the same 

time, they detained over twelve Jews in the village of Rechytsa and sent them to Ratne to be 

shot; one old Jew, Rivka Peremutter, who could not walk due to to illness, was carried outside 

the village by police officers Koshelyuk and Genatyuk and killed there. In the same period, a 

Jewish family was detained in the village of Melnyky-Richytski and was then also sent to Ratne 

to be shot. The police also detained about fifteen women and children in Sorochinksy forest. 
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Police officer Koshelyuk personally shot the women, and threw the children into pit while they 

were still alive.78 

 On October 31, 1942, the 9th Company of the 15th Police Regiment shot dead seventy-

four Jews in the village of Samary (twenty kilometers north of Ratne); a Ukrainian family (six 

people), who had been hiding a Jewish woman, was shot along with the Jews. The company’s 

report on the operation transmitted the following information:79 

On the battalion’s order, the company along with two platoons and an anti-tank platoon 
under its command, headed to the village of Samary at 22:30 on October 30 in order to 
carry out an anti-Jewish operation. Thirty-nine local auxiliary police officers joined the 
company in Dyvin. With the 111 people available to carry out the operation, it was 
possible to surround only a part of the sprawling village. The village was secured with 
a perimeter whose radius was of about three kilometers from the west, south, and east. 
There were about thirty farmsteads inside the perimeter. The cordoning off operation 
began at 02:45 and ended at 05:00. At dawn the first searches of the farmsteads began, 
and they were completed at 09:30. While the village was being cordoned off, twenty-
seven Jews already attempted to slip away. They were shot down while trying to escape. 
The following second search of the farmsteads was completed at 11:30. In total, seventy-
four Jews were caught and executed. One Ukrainian family – one man, two women, and 
three children –  was also shot for hiding a Jewish woman who was living with the family. 
The executed Jews’ movable and immovable property was handed over to the soltys in 
Samary. Two pigs, one cow, one calf, and five sheep were also given to the soltys to be 
handed over to the Kreislandwirt in Dyvin. According to the SD, which interrogated the 
captured Jews, there were allegedly only five or six local Jews. Most of the Jews 
allegedly only arrived recently from outside the village, especially from Kortelisy and 
Ratne. According to information from the local population, the day before the operation 
about thirty Jews allegedly left the village and went in an unknown direction. These Jews 
were also allegedly refugees from elsewhere. According to unconfirmed rumors, these 
Jews were allegedly informed about the impending operation. During the search, a 
secret distillery was discovered and destroyed. The SD is handling the manhunt for the 
perpetrators. The operation was completed at 16:00. There was no resistance. 
 
On November 9, 1942, police from the 10th Company of the 15th Regiment shot eight 

Jews in the forest to the north of Zhyrychi (eight kilometers northwest of Ratne). In the 

company’s activity report for November 9-15, 1942, the following information is given:80 

A resident of the village of Zhyrychi informed the propaganda team that there were  
Jews allegedly located in the forest, about seven kilometers north of the 
aforementioned village. Two escaped Jews from Ratne with six children were 
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discovered in a hut near the designated place. All eight Jews were executed on the 
spot. The hut was destroyed so that bandits could not make use of it as a refuge. 
 
In 1942,  forty Jews from the villages of Mlynove and Kortelisy were shot dead on the 

outskirts of Mlynove.81 

The Liquidation of the Volodymyr-Volynskyi and Ustyluh Ghettos 

 In the first half of September, the majority of the Jews in the Volodymyr-Volynskyi ghetto 

were exterminated. Preparations for the operation began in the summer of 1942, about six weeks 

prior to the beginning of the operation. Then on orders from Gebietskommissar Wilhelm 

Westerheide, Jews dug three ditches, which were purportedly intended for fuel storage, by the village 

of Pyatydni, near the former Polish military airport, over the course of several weeks.82 The operation 

began on September 1, 1942 and lasted several days. An SD team from Rivne (at least ten people), 

a gendarmerie team from Lutsk, headed by Lutsk’s Gendarmerie-Hauptmannschaftsführer Anton 

Bug, the local gendarmerie headed by Gendarmeriegebietsführer  Grigat, the Ukrainian police,83 as 

well as the 103rd Ukrainian Police Battalion from Matsiiv (Lukiv) participated in the operation. At 

first the Jews from the Ustyluh ghetto (about 1,500 victims)84 were shot, followed by the Jews from 

the Volodymyr-Volynskyi ghetto (over 13,000), for a total of about 15,000 victims. An eyewitness 

of the shootings, Konstantin Danevsky, the Gebietskommissar’s driver in 1942-1944, when 

questioned as a witness, testified to the following on April 25, 1968:85 

[…] One day, when we finished working, Schwartz, the manager of the garage, told me 
and other drivers not to go home and to spend the night at the garage, since the we had 
to do some kind of work very early the following morning. I was in the garage that night. 
At about 2 or 3 a.m. Schwartz ordered me and Leonid Kosovksy to drive to the 
gendarmerie building. When we got there, near the gendarmerie I saw several German 
gendarmes and about fifty Ukrainian police officers, whom I knew. The police and the 
Germans got into two trucks (mine and Kosovsky’s), and I was ordered to drive to the 
town of Ustyluh. When we got there, it was still dark. […] The police and the Germans 
got out of the trucks (we had stopped near the gendarmerie) and went into the town, from 
which screams and gunfire were heard shortly thereafter. About two hours later, when it 
was already light, I saw another column of trucks (there were about fifteen of them) 
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coming from the direction of the town of Volodymyr-Volynskyi. The Germans were sitting 
in the cab of the trucks with the drivers, and there were a few police officers in the back 
of the trucks. Gebietskommissariat officer Biesold also arrived at the same place in a 
passenger car.86 We were soon given the order to drive up to the center of Usyluh, where 
there used to be a square; there under police guard were many citizens of Jewish ethnicity, 
among them were men, women, old people, children of various ages, even babies. When 
ordered to do so by the Germans and the police, the Jews got in the back of the truck that 
drove up, and four to five police officers got in with them. When the people had been 
seated in my truck, the gendarme sitting with me in the cab ordered me to drive in the 
direction of Volodymyr-Volynskyi, and when I drove into the outskirts of the village of 
Pyatydni, located five to six kilometers down the road from Ustyluh and seven to eight 
kilometers from the town of Volodymyr-Volynskyi, the German ordered me to turn off the 
road onto the field where years ago the Poles had been building an airport. When I had 
driven about three hundred meters off the road, I stopped the truck on the orders of that 
same gendarme. There, I saw a large dug out pit, with up to ten Germans and several 
dozen police standing on the side of it. The police were guarding almost the entire territory 
of the former airport. It was only once I got there that I realized the Germans intended to 
shoot the Jews. Among the Germans standing next to the dug out pit, I saw Krause and 
Biesold; I didn’t know the others […] Standing slightly to the side of the pit were one or 
two tables, on which there were some snacks, alcoholic beverages, and seltzer bottles. The 
weather was very clear, and it was very warm. On the command of the Germans and the 
police, the people who were in the back of the truck, and there were twenty-five to thirty 
of them, got out, and then they were led a few meters from the truck and ordered to 
undress. When they had stripped naked, groups of five to six were led down into the pit. 
One or two Germans also descended with them, and I heard screams and gunshots coming 
from the pit […] On the command of the gendarme sitting in my cab, I, the gendarme, and 
some policemen sitting in the back, drove back to Ustyluh, where I picked up a second 
group of twenty five to thirty Jewish people and drove them to the shooting site. That day, 
fifteen to twenty trucks brought people to the shooting site by the village of Pyatydni. For 
this purpose, they mobilized all the trucks from the Gebietskommissariat, […] and other 
agencies that had them, as well as several trucks, driven by Germans, from military bases 
[…] All the individuals rounded up in Ustyluh were delivered by truck to the shooting site; 
they were all shot by about 10 a.m. The shooting was a horrific scene to watch. I 
unwillingly had to watch the Germans doing the shooting, when I drove up to the shooting 
site and waited while the people climbed down from the truck. The Germans and police 
forced the Jews to strip naked next to the truck, and the Germans escorted groups of five 
to six naked people to the pit, which was about fifty meters away, and then forced them to 
climb down into the pit, finally entering the pit themselves to shoot them. You could hear 
continuous screaming, crying, and gunfire. In the place where the people undressed was 
an entire mountain of clothing. There, a German sat at a table and noted down on a piece 
of paper how many people had been led to the pit and shot there. The Germans took turns 
shooting – first one pair, and then they switched. During the shooting, the Germans drank 
alcoholic beverages and snacked right there by the pit. I observed the following scene. 
While she was undressing, a woman put her baby next to her on the ground, and when she 
had undressed, she was forced toward the pit with a group of people in order to be shot, 
not giving her a chance to pick up her baby that was lying on the ground crying. Another 
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woman took the baby and, holding him, went with the next group to be shot. I remember 
sometime in the middle of the day I came closer to the pit and saw how a group of people 
that had been led into the pit was forced to lie down on top of the bodies of the people shot 
before them, and then two unidentified Germans shot these people in the head with assault 
rifles. That was how they executed them them, and after that they brought in another 
group, and shot them as well, and so on and so on […] 
In breaks between rounds of shooting, when the Germans were waiting for the next 
truckload of people to arrive, Krause, Biesold, and other Germans put empty bottles on a 
hillock and competed to see who was the best shot. Krause did well then; he hit the bottles 
on the first shot more often than the others. 
After the Jews from Ustyluh had been shot, I and another driver were ordered to drive to 
the ghetto in the town of Volodymyr-Volynskyi and to bring the Jews to the shooting site. 
There were more than 15,000 Jews rounded up in the ghetto. In the same manner, we 
drove the Jews from the town of Volodymyr-Volynskyi under escort to the execution site 
by the village of Pyatydni. They continued shooting people over the course of several days. 
Together with the other driver I mentioned, I was ordered by the Germans to bring these 
people by truck every day [...] 
 
The Liquidation of the Ghetto in Melnytsya 

On September 3,87 the ghetto in Melnytsya (Holoby district), which had only existed for a few 

days, was liquidated – about 1,200 people were shot dead.88 The circumstances surrounding the 

liquidation of the ghetto are described in the testimony of Alexei Koval, the former police 

commander in Melnytsya:89 

[…] Around the first days of September 1942, I personally received an order from district 
police commander (of Holoby) Pashkevich to round up all citizens of Jewish ethnicity in 
a designated spot and guard them. To carry out this order, through the municipal council, 
I announced that these individuals had to leave their homes and report to the designated 
place on Bozhnitsky Street. I gave them a deadline – four hours – to do this. In addition, I 
summoned all police officers and gave the order that in the event that a citizen of Jewish 
ethnicity does not come to Bozhinsky Street within the next four hours, they are to use 
force to get them out of their apartments. That was what happened. The police, in carrying 
out my order, went from apartment to apartment and   with their weapons forced them to 
go to Bozhinsky street (the ghetto). When all the citizens of Jewish ethnicity had been 
rounded up in the ghetto, I ordered them to surround Bozhinsky Street and to maintain 
constant guard, with their weapons ready. On my orders, going beyond the borders of the 
ghetto was categorically forbidden. Everyone in the ghetto, starting from the age of fifteen, 
wore a distinguishing mark – a yellow patch on the back and chest. I must say that no 
more than thirty to thirty-eight houses were allotted to them. Since we rounded up about 
1,500 citizens of Jewish ethnicity,90 the peasant houses were extremely overcrowded. Four 
or five families were put in each house. 
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In about four or five days, Pashkevich, the district commandant of Holoby, Shabatura, the 
district police commander of Kovel, and several other police officials came to see me at 
the police station. Pashkevich and Shabatura came into my office and explained that the 
following day we would be shooting all citizens of Jewish ethnicity. On their suggestion, 
all three of us went to the ghetto with the goal of checking the reliability of the guard, in 
the sense of whether the number of police posted to guard the ghetto was sufficient. When 
we came back, I summoned my police officers and explained to them that the following 
day we would be shooting everyone in the ghetto. Then I ordered them to increase the 
number of guards on Bozhinsky street and warned all the police to keep the planned 
shooting of citizens of Jewish ethnicity a secret. There were additional police posted on 
guard duty, and they were no longerrelieved after eight hours, but after four hours. At 
about 10 p.m. I tasked police secretary Feodosy Kozak with getting in touch with the head 
(chair) of the village council, Mikhail Dudar, to get a group of Ukrainians to prepare the 
pits. An hour later, Kozal informed me that the group of workers had already been formed. 
I then entrusted Andrei Mikhailyuk with the task of preparing the pit. The latter took the 
group of people assigned to do this and all night they worked preparing the grave. Early 
the next morning Andrei Mikhailyuk returned and said that a pit had been dug near the 
Polish cemetery, two kilometers from Melnytsya. 
At 8 a.m., I, Savlyuk (the police commander of the village of Holoby),91 and Alexander 
Kozlovsky met at the latter’s apartment and started drinking heavily. At about 10-11 a.m. 
two passenger cars arrived (with the Gestapo and the gendarmerie), as well as a truck 
carrying thirty police officers from the town of Kovel. There were at most ten Germans, 
of whom I only knew one person – the head of the gendarmerie in the Kovel district, 
Leutnant Rapp. With their arrival we summoned all the police (with the exception of 
sentries posted at the ghetto) and held a meeting with them in two rooms. First the German 
– Leutnant Rapp – spoke. He told us about the “procedure” that had to be in place when 
shooting such a large number of people (Savlyuk was interpreting). Then Pashkevich 
spoke, warning the police about the need for vigilance when carrying out their duties so 
that nobody would escape. In the event, he said, of someone deciding to attempt it,  they 
would have to use their weapons. I also said that each police officer must have sufficient 
bullets. I don’t remember anymore what else I said. At about 12-1 p.m. we had lunch in 
our cafeteria. Almost every police officer drank half a glass of home-distilled vodka before 
lunch. The Germans ate lunch at a separate table. 
[…] After lunch we all went to Bozhinksy street and started removing the Soviet citizens 
from the buildings by force. I remember well how I broke into a little house. The family of 
Arnleib Lebed (wife and children) were there. This was an old man of fifty, and despite 
this, I began beating him with my rifle butt for no reason as all, and pushed him out of the 
peasant house, all the while calling him obscene names. While resisting me, old man 
Arnleib Lebed said the following words: “Remember, the time will come when we will be 
avenged.” Afterward, I entered the home where the Grushki family was staying and threw 
them out in the same manner. We sat all the citizens of Jewish ethnicity in the middle of 
the street next to each other. They screamed so much that we, the police and the Germans, 
walked around and hit them over the head with sticks and rifle butts. We ordered them all 
to hand over their valuables. Some had gold and money. The Germans took all that for 
themselves. On orders from the German, Leutnant Rapp, I selected four tailors from 
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among the rest, took them to the police station, and placed them under guard. Rapp was 
told that these individuals would still be working for him [...] 

 
         From the testimony of former police officer Alexander Kozlovsky:92 
 

Afterward we lined them up, and under heavy guard by armed police, we led them to the 
execution site. When we brought them to the pit, the prisoners saw that they were about to 
be brutally massacred and started screaming. In the air there was the horrific howling of 
the old people and women, children were crying. We, the police […] started to impose 
“order.” The people were subjected to abuse and mockery from our side. I, Andrei 
Mihailyuk, Alexei Koval, and other members of our police force started calling the 
prisoners obscene names, beating them with rifle butts, and ordered them to undress. 
Other police officers formed a ring around these people in order to prevent anyone from 
escaping […] Dressed only in their undergarments, and some completely naked, old 
people, women, and children, in turn were shoved into the pit, where we ordered them to 
lie down and then shot them dead. Many of the women pressed their young children to 
their breasts and begged us, the police, but we didn’t pay any attention to them. Andrei 
Mihailyuk, Alexei Koval, myself, and others herded them to the pit, beating the doomed 
Soviet people with rifle butts, calling them obscene names, and yelled, “We’ll destroy all 
you parasites!” We all had fifty bullets each for our rifles. I don’t remember know how 
many of those bullets I used, but I know that I shot around ten to fifteen people […] After 
everything was finished, we threw dirt on the pit, chose the best clothing that had belonged 
to the people we shot, and, once we returned to Melnytsya, started getting drunk. 
The next morning we went around all the apartments where there were still belongings 
left from the Soviet people we had shot – most of their things were looted by the Germans 
and police. I personally took a lot of clothes, linens, shoes, two feather mattresses, and 
dishes. Afterwards, I systematically exchanged the looted belongings of the people we shot 
for home-distilled vodka and got drunk almost daily [...] 
 

 On September 4-5, the ghettos in the Manevychi district (Manevychi, Povorsk, 

Troyanivka) were liquidated: In Manevychi about 900 Jews were shot,93 in Porovsk94 and 

Troyanivka95 about 300 each, about 1,500 in total. 

  On September 3, Ukrainian police marched the Jews from Troyanivka in the direction of 

Manevychi. On the way, old and sick Jews were shot by the village of Cherevakha, about 150 Jews 

managed to escape, and the rest of the Jews were delivered to Manevychi, where they were later shot 

together with the local Jews. From among the runaway Jews, about 70 people soon returned to 

Troyanivka because they believed the Germans’ promise to spare them, yet they were all shot.96 

The Liquidation of the Ghetto in Povorsk 
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        The former deputy commander of the Povorsk police, Arsenty Markovsky, said the following 

about the liquidation of the ghetto in the village during an interrogation on July 5, 1958:97 

[…]In the summer of 1942, during the harvest, the commander of the district police, 
Nikolai Selchyuk, arrived in Povorsk in a passenger car before dawn. His brother, Alexei 
Selchyuk, Rozner – I don’t know his first name – and several other police officers arrived 
with him. Alexei Selchyuk and Rozner were dressed in green German uniforms and had 
metal helmets. On Selchyuk’s orders, a group of Povorsk police was assembled, including 
almost all police officers with the exception of a few people who were standing guard at 
the bridge, water pumping station, and hay storage […] All of us in the vehicle arrived in 
Kozlynychi by 5-6 a.m. Before we left for the village, Nikolai Slepchyuk announced that 
we would be going to the village of Kozlynychi with the goal of verifying compliance with 
German procedures. However, when we arrived at the village, Slepchyuk said that we had 
to surround the houses where citizens of Jewish ethnicity resided and await further 
instructions. Selchyuk’s order was carried out, and some time later we were told to 
assemble all citizens of Jewish ethnicity on the street in a designated place and guard 
them. At about 9 a.m. we were ordered to escort the prisoners, of whom there were up to 
eighty people: men, women, and children of various ages,98 along the road in the direction 
of the village of Shkurat. Armed police, with myself among them, escorted the prisoners 
in the direction of Shkurat to a site two kilometers beyond the village on an elevated area 
in a small forest, where they were made to sit on the ground. To the left I noticed that a 
large pit had been dug on the edge of the forest. It turned out that the pit had been dug by 
residents of the village of Kozlynychi on orders from Slepchyuk and Sikuta sent to the 
village elder. Then Selchyuk ordered the detainees to undress. At that moment, one citizen 
started running to the right of the area. Ivan Kryuchek started shooting at him, another 
person and I myself fired at him twice, but he kept running. Then Daniil Kuzey and another 
police officer from the district police – I don’t know his name –  started chasing him. Some 
time later, shots rang out from the side where the prisoner had escaped, and the police 
officers dragged the body of the dead man to the pit. We were ordered to bring the Jews 
in small groups to the pit, where Nikolai Selchyuk, Alexei Selchyuk, Rozner, and Vasily 
Sikuta shot them. I personally brought groups of Soviet citizens to the pit, but I didn’t 
shoot them myself, because Mikhail Semenyuk had shot one wounded person with his rifle 
in the pit, and the force of the impact was so strong that brains and blood spurted in all 
directions. That was why Sikuta and Slepchyuk announced that they would be doing the 
shooting themselves with their pistols. During the shooting, another two prisoners raw 
away from the pit to the left, but they were chased by Ivan Smychik, Karp Sychyuk, and 
someone else. Then we found out that one of them managed to escape, but the other one 
was shot down […] After the shooting of the Soviet citizens, some of whom were shot while   
wearing just their undergarments and shoes, and others in their street clothes, while many 
were stripped naked, their bodies were buried by the same citizens that dug out the pit. 
We drove back to Povorsk through the village of Pisochne, where Sikuta ordered myself 
and other police officers to stay back with him in Pisochne. The rest left […] On Sikuta’s 
orders, we gathered citizens of Jewish ethnicity that were residents of Pisochne on the 
square next to the school building and then we escorted them all to the ghetto in the village 
of Povorsk.99 
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Later, in early August 1942, a special place was designated, north of the railroad track, 
in the village of Povorsk, where all citizens of Jewish ethnicity from Pisochne, Povorsk, 
and even other villages were rounded up and guarded in the ghetto. 
At the end of August or even at the beginning of September, I don't remember exactly, a 
group of Germans and Ukrainian SD came from the town of Kovel to the village of 
Povorsk. The entire Povorsk police force was assembled for a briefing at the police 
station, which was located even further north of the railroad tracks, not far from the 
Garbaruk estate. During the briefing one of the Germans stated, as translated through 
Ivan Kryuchek and another SD employee, that we were going to shoot the Jews that day 
and that if one of the police officers allows even a single person get away, he would be 
shot to death along with the Jew. Afterward, the German ordered the Jews to be collected 
near the police station.  
Sikuta informed the German that a Sonderführer [local agricultural leader] had a Jewish 
translator living in his house and asked what should be done with him. The German 
ordered that he be taken as well, and I was sent to take him. When I arrived at the house 
where the Sonderführer lived, I told the civilian living with him to report to the police 
station. At first he refused, but I insisted that he come with me, so I delivered him to the 
police station, where all the civilians interned in the ghetto had been collected and were 
guarded by the police. By the police station the German explained to the assembled Soviet 
citizens that they were now going to be taken to the town of Kovel via the village of 
Cheremoshnya and ordered them all to get moving. The Jews were stopped near the 
gasoline tanks that had been blown up, made to sit on the ground, and ordered to strip 
naked. Police were positioned around the tanks in order to guard the execution site. The 
police took the naked Jews in groups to the pits that had been dug near the gasoline tanks 
in order to collect gasoline, and Germans, along with members of the SD (Ukrainian 
feldgendarmerie) from Kovel, shot them. Vasily Sikuta also participated in the shooting of 
Soviet citizens. I was guarding the execution site from the train station side, and when a 
citizen named Leiba, a resident of Povorsk, tried to run away from the side of the train 
station, several police officers shot him at the same time, […] and Leiba fell about thirty 
to forty meters from the place he had run away from, i.e. the mass execution site. In total, 
about 300 people were shot to death that day near the gasoline tanks. We police lightly 
covered the bodies of the people who had been shot in the pits with dirt, took away their 
clothing, and locked it in a storehouse. What happened to them afterward, I don’t know. 
The bodies were buried in several pits, one of which was large.100  
That evening, before sunset, Sikuta ordered me to keep an eye out for the return of twelve 
Jews from the village of Smolyari, where they were working, because they had to  be 
detained and shot. I noticed the return of these Soviet citizens, and together with Sikuta, 
Ivan Kryuchek, Daniil Kizey, and Mikhail Semenyuk, we detained them near the arch, 
about thirty meters from the police station […] The detainees were taken to the former 
grounds of the Garbaruk estate, where they were stripped, and when three people were 
brought up to Sikuta, he took one by the arm and shot him with his pistol. The dead man 
fell on Sikuta’s chest and sullied his shirt with blood. At that moment, the second man 
brought to Sikuta started running to the north in the direction of the swamp. Daniil Kizey, 
someone else I don’t remember, and myself started running after him. But when I heard 
Sikuta’s bark, “Markovsky, come back,” I returned to the execution site and saw that 
Sikuta had shot the remaining ten people with his pistol. The Sonderführer – a German by 
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nationality – was present at the shooting. I remember, that Daniil Kizey, who had returned 
from the chase, said, “Well, he didn’t get away after all.” I didn’t see and don’t know who 
it was exactly that shot the runaway at the swamp. We buried the eleven people Sikuta 
shot at the Gabaruk estate in a well that wasn’t used by anyone and was half filled with 
dirt. 
In the fall of 1942, I don’t remember exactly which month or date (approximately in 
September), a resident of the village of Pavorsk, Daniil Kostevich came to the police 
station, which by then was located to the south of the railroad tracks, and announced that 
he had a family of Jews by the name of Cheremosh, consisting of four or five people, hiding 
in his threshing barn. Sikuta, myself, Markovsky, Ivan Kryuchek, Mikhail Semenyuk, 
Trofim Rymarchyuk, and someone else from the police came to Daniil Kostevich’s yard at 
12-1 p.m. and in the attic of the threshing barn we detained the Chermosh family, 
consisting of four or five people, that is, Berko himself, his wife, and two or three children 
– I don’t remember exactly. We immediately escorted them to the southwest outskirts of 
the village of Povorsk, about four hundred meters from Kostevich’s house, near the old 
destroyed dug-out shelter, where we stripped the adults and, making them lie down on the 
ground, Sikuta personally shot them all with his pistol. However, after Sikuta shot Berko 
Cheremosh in the head, he was still alive, so Ivan Kryuchek, Mikhail Semenyuik, and, I 
think, Karp Sychyuk (but I don’t remember exactly) all shot Berko Cheremosh in a volley 
and finished him off […] 
About two to three weeks later, on a tip from Fomina, we […] arrested Esterka 
Cheremosh, the daughter of the man that had been shot, Berko Cheremosh; we 
immediately took her to the dug-out shelter and Sikuta shot her dead there […] 
I don’t remember the date, but it was also during the fall of 1942, early in the morning a 
family of six of a Soviet citizen, whose name I don’t know, was escorted by some police  
from the village of Kozlynychi. Sikuta ordered me to take a rifle and go to them. When I 
came out of the police station with the rifle, I saw the prisoners and police officers Daniil 
Kizey, Ivan Kryuchek, Mikhail Semnyuk, and Karp Sychyuk, who were guarding the 
prisoners. On Sikuta’s orders, we brought the prisoners (of whom only four were adults) 
to the gasoline depot. A bit before we reached the execution site, one of the men said 
something in Yiddish and started running away. I chased him and grabbed his foot as I 
fell, that’s why the prisoner fell too. Ivan Kryuchek, who had run up to him, shot him dead 
with his rifle. We brought all the others to the gasoline tanks and Sikuta personally shot 
them all, after first stripping them and forcing them to lie on the ground [...] 
After the fact, in the morning when I came to the police station, I received an order from 
Sikuta and a German sitting to there to shoot a prisoner, a citizen I didn’t know. I refused 
at first, but I had to carry out the order. The prisoner was a young man, sixteen or 
seventeen years old […] I took the teenager to the grounds of oil depot, rather, to the 
gasoline tanks, and in the presence Gritz the bald (this was obviously a nickname), a 
resident of Povorsk who was getting gasoline from the pits, I shot the teenager with a 
revolver [...] 
Even later after the fact, my neighbor, Vavrum Grimblat, was detained and delivered to 
the station by some police. When I arrived at the police station, Sikuta ordered me to 
shoot him. I declared that he was my neighbor and I couldn’t shoot him. The sitting 
German stated that if I didn’t shoot the Jew, then he would shoot me and in this case, he 
would personally check that the order had been carried out. Ivan Kryuchek interpreted 
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the German’s words for me. Then I took a PPSh-41 submachine gun with a  drum 
magazine, and led Grimblat in the direction of the gasoline tanks, with the German 
following me at a distance […] When I brought Grimblat to the grounds of the gasoline 
depot, I noticed several residents of the village of Povorsk taking gasoline from the pits. 
At that moment, Grimblat asked me to take him to the place where his family had been 
shot and to shoot him there. But I ordered him to lie down a bit to the east of the first 
gasoline tank […] Grimblat lay facedown, placed his peaked cap under his face, and I 
shot him twice in the head with single shots from the submachine gun [...]101 
 

The Operation in Manevychi 

 We learn about the circumstances surrounding the extermination of Jews in Manevychi 

from the criminal case against former members of the Manevychi district police force. For 

instance, former police officer Grigory Mefanik testified to the following:102 

In the summer of 1942, during one of the meetings of the Manevychi district police, Nikolai 
Slepchyuk announced that we had to gather all Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity in 
specific places and then guard them in these places – ghettos – until further instructions 
from the German command. The entire left part of the street leading to the village of 
Okonsk and up to the railroad tracks was designated as the ghetto. This territory was 
guarded by an armed detachment day and night. All police participated in rounding up 
the Jews in the ghetto. In addition, a group of police officers headed by Nikolai Slepchyuk 
and Andrei Petsrak also drove out to the villages of Cherevakha, Manevychi,103 and Kukly, 
where they arrested all Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity and delivered them to the townlet 
of Manevychi. I did not go to all three villages with the other police officers, I only went 
to Manevychi and Kukly. In Kukly, we discovered three citizens in a barn and took them 
to the ghetto […] Once a group of German officers arrived in Manevychi along with 
several members of the Kovel police headed by commander Shubatura.104 The Germans 
ordered us to summon police from the villages and that’s why about ten people each 
arrived in Manevychi from Povorsk, Troyanivka, and Karasyn [...] 
The night before the shooting, I, Mefanik, and another police officer […] stood guard at 
the ghetto. At night we heard someone trying to climb over the barbed wire that fenced in 
the ghetto, and since we were fifteen to twenty meters from the barbed wire, we both 
opened fire with our rifles. I fired three times. When he heard the shots, a German ran 
over from the police station […] and asked “What happened […] who were you shooting 
at?” We answered that someone was trying to escape from the ghetto and we were 
shooting at him, and when we walked over to the barbed wire, we saw the women we had 
killed […] 
 
From the testimony of former police officer Alexei Slepchyuk:105 
 
[…] in the first half of the day, the Germans arrived by truck and train at the townlet of 
Manevychi, along with the Kovel district police (a total of about a hundred people), 
together with the chief of police, Mantel.106 At the Manevychi police station there were 
always three or four Germans on a permanent basis. Several Germans from the command 
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staff who had come from Kovel entered the police station and spent some time there, then 
left. Nikolai Slepchyuk, my brother, as chief of the Manevychi police, gave the order for 
all Manevychi police to assemble at the police station. When all the police, including me, 
had been assembled, a German announced that now all the police, together with the 
Germans, would go from house to house in the townlet of Manevychi and collect all 
citizens of Jewish ethnicity at a designated site [...] Afterwards, Mantel assigned me to his 
group, consisting of about fifteen police officers and Germans, whose mission was to 
guard the citizens of Jewish ethnicity that would be brought to the collection point by other 
police officers. As the collection point, Mantel chose the central street of the townlet of 
Manevychi, where we were placed on three sides [...] The round up of the citizens 
continued for about two or three hours. When about a thousand citizens of Jewish 
ethnicity107 had been assembled at the collection point, the Germans gave the order to 
escort all the Jews along the road leading to the village of Cherevakha […] After we left 
the townlet of Manevychi, at a distance of approximately one hundred meters in the 
direction of the village of Cherevakha, I saw a big mound of earth and I surmised that this 
ditch had been dug for the shooting of the Jews […] While they were walking in a column 
to the execution site, the Jews threw off their outer clothing and shoes, yet nobody picked 
them up at the time. When the Jews were taken to the pit, they were all ordered to strip 
naked, and the police officers in the cordon were ordered to step back about a hundred 
meters from this pit in a circle [...] To further elaborate on my testimony, the Jews were 
ordered by the Germans to strip naked in groups, and then they were forced into the pit 
and shot to death there. I remember that when we were still moving behind the column of 
Jews in the rear, the Germans were already shooting the first Jews from that column in 
the pit. The shooting of citizens of Jewish ethnicity took approximately two or three hours 
[...] 
 
From the testimony of former police officer Grigory Mefanik:108 
 
[...]when all the Jews had been taken [out of the ghetto], the police surrounded them and 
escorted them towards the village of Cherepakha to a pine forest [...] About a hundred 
to a hundred and fifty meters before reaching the pine forest, they were all stopped and 
ordered to strip naked. Afterwards they were taken to the pine forest, where a large grave 
about four meters wide, eight to nine meters long, and two meters deep had been dug. 
By my reckoning, there were over five hundred Jews then, and they were all shot to death 
that day. The people were forced into the pit in groups, made to lie down inside, and then 
shot dead. Two or three Germans personally participated in the shooting, as well as 
Shabatura, the commander of the Kovel police, and Andrei Petstrak, the deputy 
[commander] of the Manevychi police, who stood inside the pit and shot the people there 
[…]  
[...]when the people had been brought to the pine forest and they started stripping them, 
that is, ordered them to strip, one woman turned to me and Ivan Smychik, Lazar Babich, 
Aleksei Slepchyuk, and Yason, who were all standing nearby, and asked us to let her go. 
Ivan Smyvchik explained to her that we couldn’t let her go, or we would be shot. But the 
woman took off running and was shot down about twenty to twenty-five meters away. 
Yason, Lazar Babich, Alexei Slepchyuk, and Ivan Smychik shot at her. Later, when all 
the citizens had been stripped and told to stand up so that they could be  escorted to the 
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pit, six men began running toward us. Then I, Mefanik, Alexei Slepchyuk, Porva, and 
others opened fire on them [...] All six were shot down by us. I myself fired three or four 
times. Another citizen also started running when they brought the people close to the pit. 
I, Mefanik, shot at him about three times, as well as police from Povorsk, but, apparently, 
we didn’t get him because he continued running away. But Alexey Slepchyuk and Ivan 
Smychik started chasing him and about three hunded meters from the pit, they killed him 
[...] 
 

         From the testimony of former police officer Alexey Slepchyuk:109 

When all the citizens of Jewish ethnicity had been shot, the Germans drove up several, 
or rather, one truck and ordered the police, including me, to load the clothes and shoes 
belonging to the Jews. Making several runs, we loaded all the clothing, and the Germans 
sent all of it to the synagogue located in the townlet of Manevychi. Subsequently, the 
Germans sold this clothing in the townlet of Manevychi for local consumption.  
 

         From the testimony of former police officer Vasily Zdrok:110 

[…] After the mass shooting of citizens of Jewish ethnicity, most of the members of the 
Manevychi district police force, including myself, went through the homes where the 
Jews had lived, and everyone grabbed their belongings for himself. Personally, I took 
for myself a treadle sewing machine, two dresses, and a women’s coat on that occasion 
[…] While we were going through the houses and taking their property, near a house a 
young boy of Jewish ethnicity popped up from under the boards and started running 
away from us. Then a police officer, Ivan Busel, I think, whose direction the boy was 
running in, grabbed him and then we both escorted him to the police […] About two 
weeks after the mass shooting of citizens in the townlet of Manevychi, a police officer 
arrived from the town of Kovel. Nikolai Slepchyuk then assigned a group of police to 
report to the police officer from Kovel […] This group was tasked with going to a village 
in the Lisove-Kolky district to catch Jews hiding there. We then came to the village of 
Lisove, where we caught an old man, an old woman, two women without children, and 
one woman with two young children. We then took all these citizens about 1.5 kilometers 
outside the village of Lisove, where they were made to strip to their undergarments, and 
then forced to lie down in a pit that had already been prepared, and they were all shot 
dead […] I remember that during that capture of citizens, one young woman attempted 
to run away; but Kharion Nikatyuk and another person chased after her […] and shot 
her down on the road. They left her body there. 
 

       On September 5, the Jews in Porytsk district were exterminated. On September 1, 1942 the 

Jews in the district were rounded up on an estate (in the village of Pereslavychi) three kilometers 

from the town, where they stayed outdoors for three days without food and water.111 About 1,800 

Jews in all – 900 from Porytsk and another 900 from other villages in the district – were 
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concentrated on the estate. The shooting was done by a police team from Volodymyr-Volynskyi 

with the participation of Ukrainian police.112 

The Liquidation of the Ghetto in the Village of Krymne 

       On September 6, the ghetto in the village of Krymne (Zabolottia district) was liquidated: at 

least 386 people were shot dead, including 141 children.113 According to the testimony of Nikolai 

Dufanets, the former commander of the Zabolottia district police:114 

In May 1942, an order came from Kovel to create a ghetto in the village of Krymne. Just 
then, together with [the chief of the gendarmerie station] Sitzler, I drove out to the village 
of Krymne and chose the site for the ghetto. After that I ordered the police to conduct 
arrests of Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity in all villages of Zabolottia district and intern 
them in the ghetto. I sent the police to all the villages of Zabolottia district and they 
brought the Jews on carts to the ghetto. Around four hundred people were housed in the 
ghetto in all […] Around a hundred Soviet citizens were left in Zabolottia to build the 
police and gendarmerie station […] The people in the ghetto were indeed kept in 
inhumane conditions. I don’t know about them getting twenty-eight grams of bread a head. 
I remember them not being given any bread at all, and they begged it from the local 
population. 
 

         From the testimony of former police officer Artem Bubel:115 
 

[…] The ghetto was actually part of the village’s territory, near Domashneye Lake, 
where there were old Jewish homes. At that time, there were at most ten Jewish families 
living there […] The ghetto created in the village of Krymne was not fenced off, but it 
was under police guard […] 
At the very beginning of the fall of 1942 all the Jews interned in the ghetto were taken 
under guard by Krymne and Zabolottia police to the area called Pesotskoye and shot  
there. The day before this mass extermination of Soviet people, under instructions from 
Kirill Garbaruk, the commander of the local police, all the police gathered in the 
morning at the police commander’s headquarters. At the same time, German commander 
Sitzler, the Germans Wegner and Kaminski, Nikolai Dufanets, and the commander of the 
Zabolottia district police with thirty of his police officers arrived in carts […] Then 
Dufanets, the commander of the Zabolottia district police, informed everyone about the 
impending operation [...] Dufanets ordered the police to surround the ghetto and force 
all the Jews out to the lake, which was done […]. I remember that near the lake, a priest-
rabbi spoke in front to the doomed Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity. He spoke in the 
Yiddish and told the Jews that they were fated by God to go to the pit and die there. Then 
the police lined up all the Jews in a column and led them to the area called Pesotskoye. 
The police, including myself, walked on both sides of the column holding rifles. Once 
they got to Pesotskoye, we, the police, concentrated all the Jews (old people, women, 
and children) by the northern side of the pit. I don’t know who dug the pit or when. The 
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pit was dug lengthwise north to south. It was twenty meters long and four meters wide. 
The pit was deep, but by the northern end of the pit there was a sloping ramp with steps. 
After the police escorted the Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity to the pit, some time later 
Filipp Rybachyuk arrived on a cart. Rybachyuk had brought several old women who 
couldn’t even walk on this cart. Meanwhile the police had completely surrounded the pit 
and the doomed people standing next to it. I personally was posted on the south side of 
the pit. Standing by the north side of the pit […] were the Germans Sitzler, Wegner, and 
Kaminski, as well as police commander Dufanets. At the same time, the Jews were 
ordered to strip naked. The doomed people put their clothes in a pile by the pit. Afterward 
[…] Dufanets gave the order for the Jews to enter the pit in families and lie facedown 
next to each other. When the first family entered the pit and lay down, Dufanets, having 
walked up to the very edge form the southern side of the pit, killed the entire family with 
single shots from his assault rifle. Nikolai Dufanets was about four to six meters from 
me, since the doomed people entered the pit from the north side, but lay down near the 
south side, where I was standing. I saw how Dufanets shot the doomed people in the back 
of the head. In the same manner, Dufanets shot another few families. Then the German 
Sitzler shot several families using a German assault rifle. Wegner and Kaminski did not 
take part in the shooting and soon left. The shooting of the Jews began after lunch. Many 
of the doomed citizens of Jewish ethnicity were screaming and crying. The shots couldn’t 
even be heard because of the screams and cries. Later it went like this: After shooting 
dead several families, Sitzler ordered Dufanets to carry on the shooting. The shooting of 
citizens of Jewish ethnicity lasted two hours. Dufanets did most of the shooting, but, I 
think, Sitzler replaced him for a while another time […] When all the citizens of Jewish 
ethnicity had been shot, Dufanets started walking around the pit and finishing off anyone 
showing signs of life with his pistol. Having completed the shooting, the police […] 
loaded the clothing on a cart […] and drove it to the village council […] I remember 
that a middle-aged Jew […] ran away from the execution site. The police shot at him, 
but didn’t hit him, and he managed to save himself. I heard that this Jew was caught 
about two months later near the village of Novosilky and shot dead […] The next day, 
when I got to the police station, I found out that most of the police from Zabolottia had 
left […] That same day two citizens of Jewish ethnicity were discovered on the grounds 
of the ghetto. I remember well how a police officer found the Jewish woman Shenglya in 
an attic, and police officer Filipp Rybachyuk found a male Jew in the toilet. I saw how 
Filipp Rybachyuk forced the Jew to wash himself off in the lake, and then brought the 
wet man shivering from cold to the house belonging to Godel the Jew. Then that male 
Jew and the female Jew Shenglya were shot dead there […] I also heard that after the 
mass shooting in the village of Krymne several dozen more Soviet citizens of Jewish 
ethnicity were discovered in the village of Krymne and then taken to the area called 
Pesotskoye to be shot [...] 
 

 In the first half of September, Jews in another four districts were exterminated (Table 5-2):       

Table 5-2 

District Date of the 
operation 

Number of 
Victims 
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Berestechko September 7-9   About 
2,000116 

Horokhiv September 8   Over 
2,500117 

Druzhkopil 
Horokhiv district 

September 8 500118 

Lokachi September 9  
or September 13 

About1,350
119 

Matsiiv         2,500120 
4 Districts      About 

8,800  
  
         In total, about 30,000 Jews were exterminated in Volyn region in September 1942. 

The Liquidation of the Ghetto in Liuboml 

 At the beginning of September, the ghettos in Liuboml (over 3,000 victims)121 and 

Senkevychivka (over 800 victims) were liquidated.122 Preparations for the liquidation of the Liuboml 

ghetto began as early as July 1942, when, on orders from Gebietskommissar SA-Sturmbannführer 

Bernhard Uhde, the Jewish council had to assign thirty people every day to dig ditches on the grounds 

of the brick factory.123 Over the course of three months, ditches five meters wide, forty meters long, 

and two meters deep were dug, allegedly for the brick factory’s production needs. At approximately 

the same time in 1942, four Jews were arrested on Uhde’s orders, including three girls aged thirteen 

to sixteen years old, for committing a “serious economic crime” – attempting to buy eggs and a 

chicken. Uhde promised the Jewish council to release the prisoners if they brought him 500,000 rubles 

and a heap of gold within twenty-four hours. That very day the requested amount was collected. Before 

the handover, Uhde demanded the Jews report to him with the money in the morning, and that all the 

Jews must be present as well. When all the Jews had gathered, Uhde ordered the prisoners to be 

brought, read out the sentence for capital punishment and personally shot dead one of the girls with 

his pistol, and the other prisoners were shot by gendarmes on his order. After the execution, Uhde said 

to the Jews in attendance, “I told you I’d give the prisoners back to you. Take them.”124 



32 
 

 During the liquidation of the ghetto in Liuboml, one of the Jews, Jehoshua Grimtelicht, 

grabbed an assault rifle out of a German’s hands and killed him before Grimtelicht was shot himself; 

around fifty Jews barricaded themselves in a building and shot at the Germans until they ran out of 

ammunition.125 

 On November 13, another Jewish operation was carried out in the Volodymyr-Volynskyi 

ghetto (2,500 victims),126 and at the end of the month, the remainder of the Jews in Kamin-Kashyrskyi 

(815 victims)127 and Liubeshiv (295 victims)128 were exterminated. In November 1942 the Jewish 

labor camp in the village of Lavriv (Lutsk district), which had existed since spring 1942, was also 

liquidated. Since part of the Jews escaped during the execution, in order to lure them back the head of 

the camp announced that there would be no more shootings, and the Jews could return to the camp 

with peace of mind to continue working; he guaranteed that they would live. At the time, the Ukrainian 

auxiliary police hung up notices on all homes in the village that read “Whoever lets Jews into their 

homes will be shot together with their family.” The Jews who returned were indeed left alone for some 

time, but in December 1942 they were unexpectedly captured and shot dead by Ukrainian auxiliary 

police. By chance, a few people managed to save themselves.129 

 The year ended with a shooting on December 12 of nearly 400 Jewish artisans in Lutsk130  and 

133 Jews in the labor camp in the village of Vorotniv (Lutsk district) on December 31.131 

 During the liquidation of Jewish communities in 1942, 4,500-5,000 Jews managed to escape 

to the forest. For instance, 500 Jews (16%) escaped from Horokhiv, 600 (25%) from Kamin-

Kashyrskyi, several hundred from Liuboml, 200 (20%) from Manevychi, 500 (33%) from Ratne, and 

500132 from Volodymyr-Volynskyi. Most of the runaway Jews were captured and shot by German and 

Ukrainian police or died from hunger and cold, while several hundred joined the partisans. 

 In total, around 95,000 Jews were exterminated in Volyn region in 1942 
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                                      5.2 The Murder of Jews in 1943-44 

 The year 1943 began with a shooting on January 9 of at least 101 Jews (including ten 

children),133 who had been building a two-story building to house the police and gendarmerie station 

in Zabolottia since June 1942. Nikolai Dufanets, the commander of the Ukrainian district police, and 

German gendarmes Oberwachtmeister Sitzler (the chief of the gendarmerie station), Gendarmerie-

Wachtmeister Kaminski, and Gendarmerie-Wachtmeister Wagner did the shooting. An eyewitness to 

the shooting, Kondrat Shevchyuk, who lived in the village of Zabolottia, testified to the following 

during questioning on July 4, 1979:134 

Around December 1942 or the beginning of January 1943, about a hundred citizens of 
Jewish ethnicity that had been left in Zabolottia were shot. The day before this operation, 
one of the bosses from the village council came to my place and informed me that the next 
morning I was required to report to the police station with my sled. When I rode up to the 
police station the next day, there were already several sleds there, and some time later, 
fifteen sleds with drivers had arrived. Then someone from the police started giving orders 
to the drivers, telling them where to go. I was ordered to drive up to a resident of 
Zabolottia by the name of Demyan (dead), but I don’t remember his last name. When I 
drove up to that house, there were already police there, none of whom I knew. Soon a 
Jewish woman, who lived in Demyan’s house, was put on my sled with her child and 
belongings. Everyone had to gather near the police station. Some of the citizens of Jewish 
ethnicity arrived there on foot. The police then explained that they would be resettling the 
Jews. Then the sleds were lined up in column formation and drove in the direction of the 
village of Tur, with the young men walking in front of the sleds, surrounded by police, and 
the women riding on the sleds […] When the column turned off onto the main road leading 
to the village of Tur, the Germans and Dufanets caught up to us on two carts. In the carts 
they also had a tailor, hair dresser, and another one or two people. When they saw the 
Germans and Dufanets, the women hopped off the sleds and joined the men on foot, and 
a panic arose. Right then, the police surrounded the doomed people in a tight circle, while 
the Germans and Dufanets overtook us and went on ahead. The column stopped at Lake 
Svyatoye near the village of Tur. There, a ten by three meter pit with a depth of over over 
meters had been prepared. The Germans and Dufanets were waiting for us by the pit. On 
one side, the pit had a ramp leading to the bottom. The doomed citizens were halted about 
ten meters from the pit. Then he police started forcing them to undress to their 
undergarments. I personally saw how two young women tried to rip their fur jackets as 
they were taking them off. Then one of the police I didn’t know started hitting their hands 
with his rifle butt. The police also beat up anyone who refused to undress, and forced them 
to do it this way. Then the police started forcing people in twos or threes into the pit, and 
then shots were heard […] The shooting of Soviet citizens lasted about an hour. Only two 
people were spared – a male woodworker and a young woman who supposedly hadn’t 
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finished knitting a sweater for one of the Germans. Later, I heard that the young woman 
was also shot dead, while the male carpenter allegedly ran escaped […] I’d like to also 
note that all the clothing was loaded onto the sleds and delivered to the police station. 
Residents of the village of Tur stayed to cover the pit filled with corpses with dirt […] 
After the shooting, the Germans didn’t go back to Zabolottia with us. From what I heard, 
they went to get drunk in Tur at the priest’s […] 
 
The year 1943 concluded with the shooting of Jewish artisans in Volodymyr-Volynskyi 

(about 1,200 people)135 on December 13. In December the Jewish labor camp in Ustyluh was 

also liquidated: The Jews were taken to the forest near the village of Falemychi (seven kilometers 

southeast of Volodymyr-Volynskyi), shot there, and their bodies burned.136 

 The final shooting of Jews allegedly took place in Kovel in late February 1944, when 

132 Jews137 in the prison were shot dead. 

                                           5.3 Killings of Jews Outside the Volyn Region 

           On January 30, 1942, Gebietskommissare in Letychiv, Starokostiantyniv, Kostopil, Sarny, and 

Volodymyr-Volynskyi were tasked with finding 400 Jews each, for a total of 2,000 Jews, by 

February 2, 1942 to build bridges (“wichtigen Brückenbau”).138 Of the Jews assigned to this task, 

about 250 people were sent from Volodymyr-Volynskyi to Kyiv139 on February 27, 1942. In May 

1942, another 150 Jews140 were sent to Kyiv from the village of Torchyn to work. After the work 

was completed, all the Jews sent to Kyiv were shot there. 

 On March 18, 1942, several hundred young Jews were sent to the Vinnytsia area to build 

Hitler’s Eastern Front military headquarters and after construction was completed, they were also 

shot dead; only three managed to escape.141 

                                            5.4 The Extermination of Jewish Prisoners of War 

      

 In 1941-43 prisoner of war camps in the Volyn region were located in Volodymyr-Volynskyi, 

Kovel, and Lutsk. In these camps, there were systematic selections in 1941-42 in order to remove 
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so-called undesirable POWs (Communists and Jews), who were then executed by shooting. For 

instance, Sonderführer Eugen Kumming from the OKH/Abteilung Fremde Heere Ost recorded the 

shooting of fify-three Jewish POWs from the Oflag XIA camp in Volodymyr-Volynskyi on 

December 6, 1942 in his report dated December 9, 1942. Even more Jews were supposed to be shot, 

but the execution was stopped after an hour, since: 

a) Armenian senior lieutenant Khacharyan, prisoner no. 1258, wound up by mistake 
among the executed and was identified after the fact. 
b)  Oberstabsarzt Greinwald was driving past by chance and put a stop to to the execution 
with the observation that where there is no court, there must not be an executioner 
either.142 
 
According to the witness account of former POW M. Sheynman, another 220 “political 

workers and Jews” were shot on March 2, 1942. 

The very ill and typhus patients were shot. While they were unconscious (with a fever of 
forty degrees), they were carried out on stretchers to be shot. Among the other victims 
were commanders Shilkrom and Singer, Grinberg, a doctor from Kyiv, and others.143 
 
In June 1942, another shooting of Jewish POWs was carried out. We can find detailed 

information about it in report no. 12 of the Meldungen aus den besetzten Ostgebieten (Reports 

from the Occupied Eastern Territories) report dated July 17, 1942: 

In the Volodymyr-Volynskyi Kreisgebiet, we managed to neutralize a partisan group that 
was planning a rebellion in the town and to release 8,000 Soviet POW officers from the 
Ofplag camp there. The operation was supposed to be carried out with the help of the 
ghetto (about 15,000 Jews) and several Bolshevik agents in the town. Most of the officer 
POWs had already made sharp knives out of broken helmets for this purpose. During 
the security measures taken by the police, thirty-six communist officials were identified 
as instigators, as well as seventy-six Jewish Bolshevik officers, including several 
political commissars. The Communist agents, as well as the seventy-six Jewish officers 
were subjected to special treatment.144 
 
 

 

In total, about 105,000 Jews were exterminated in Volyn region in 1941-1944. 
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