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1. Jewish communities in the Podоlia 

 
        The territory of the modern Khmelnytsky region is a part of the historical region 
of Podolia (Podillia,) or Podolsk land, in the south-west of Ukraine. 
 The earliest Jewish settlers in Podolia are believed to have come from Italy, Greece 
and Turkey and to have been of Sephardi or Oriental, including Palestinian, origin[1]. 
       Ashkenazi Jews from the Germanic lands and Poland began to come to Podolia 

in significant numbers in the 1500's, particularly after 1569 when most of what 
today is the Ukraine was annexed to Poland. The first mentions of the Jewish 
communities there are from the middle of the 15th to the beginning of the 16th 
centuries (Kamenets-Podolsky, 1447 and Medzhibozh, 1507). An intensive formation 
of new Jewish communities in Podolia took place in the 1520s - 60s. 

 
Since 1569, Podolia was part of the Kingdom of Poland known as Podolia 
Voivodeship. In 1772, following the results of the First Partition of the Rzecz 
Pospolita, part of Podillya west of the Zbruch River became a part of the Habsburg 
monarchy while the eastern and a significant part of western Podolia (Khmelnichin) 
became a part of the lands of the Right-Bank Ukraine in 1793 which was withing the 
territory . In the Russian Empire the new territory acquired the name of the Podolia 
province. At present, the former territory of Podillia is part of the Vinnitsa, 
Khmelnytsky, Odessa, partly Mykolaiv and Kirovograd regions in Ukraine. 
 
In 1569 about 750 Jews lived in Podolia. At the beginning of the 1640s - about 4000, 
There were 18 Jewish communities, the largest of which were in Medzhibozh, 
Nemyriv, Tulchin and Bar. The Jewish population was not persecuted, although part 
of the administration and local population objected to Jews living in Podolia under 
the pretext of being close to the border with the Ottoman Empire. During the Thirty 
Years War (1618–48), German Jews immigrated to Podolia. In 1648 the rebels of 
Bohdan Khmelnitsky destroyed the Jewish communities of Nemirov, Tulchin, Bar 
and others. Thousands of Jews from Podillia and other regions of Ukraine fled to 
Kamenets-Podolsk whose fortifications withstood the attacks of the Cossacks in 
1648 and 1652. During the period of Turkish rule in Podolia (1672–99), the position 
of the Jews stabilized, their number increased. Conditions worsened again with the 
transition of Podolia to Poland but in 1713 August II granted the Jews of Podolia all 
the rights equal to the rights of Jews in the rest of Poland. According to the Polish 
censuses, in 1765 - 38,356 Jews lived in Podolia in 1787 – 25,438. The main 
occupations were trade and land lease. 
 
In 1847 the Jewish population of the province was about 165,000; in 1897 - 369,306 
people (12.3% of the total population). Of these, 102 808 people lived in cities, 222 
877 in townships, 54 847 in villages. There were 88 cities and towns with a Jewish 
population of over a thousand people. The largest Jewish communities were in the 



following cities: Kamenets-Podolsky, Balta, Mogilev-Podolsky, Vinnitsa, Proskurov, 
Tulchin. 
 
During the First World War, a large number of Jews arriving in Podolia were those 
fleeing or having been expelled by the Russian military command from the areas of 
hostilities. 
 
Table 1-1 

Census of 1897   
Population in the counties within the boundaries of the modern Khmelnitsky region 

 

№ County Total Population  

Number of 
Jews 

Percentage of 
Jewish   

population 

5 Kamenets-Podolsky 266 350 37 000                                       13,9 

6 Letichevsky 184 477 24 350                                       13,2 

9 Nowoushitsky 223 312 25 500                                       11 

11 Proskurowsky 226 091 27 400                                       12,1 

 Total 900230   114250                       On average:     12.7      

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A3%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%8B_%D0%A0%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B8


 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

[1] David Bickman. Podolia and her Jews, a brief history, JewishGen Ukraine SIG 

https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/PTM_Article.asp?id=18 

 

https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/PTM_Article.asp?id=18


 
2. Jewish population of Khmelnytskyi region before the war 

 

 



According to the 1939 census, 121,335 Jews lived in the region, including 14,518 in Khmelnitsky 
(38.73% of the population). The distribution of the Jewish population by districts and large 
settlements is shown in Table 2-1 
 
Table 2-1 
Kamenets-Podolskiy                 15051 
    Kamenets-Podolskiy              13796    

Lyakhovetsky                          2297 
    Lyakhovtsy                              908 
    Yampol                                   1058 

Starokonstantinovsky                6934    
    Starokonstantinov                     6743        

Berezdovsky                              2106 
    Берездов                                  778 

Shepetovsky                                6465 
    Shepetovka                               4844 
    Sudilkov                                   1311    

Chernoovstrovsky                    1995 
    Cherny Ostrov                        1172 

Slavutsky                                     6512 
    Slavuta                                      5102    

Starosinyavsky                          1842 
    Staraya Sinyava                      1237 

Polonnsky                                   5729    
    Polonnoye                                 4171   
    Poninka                                       675    

Satanovsky                                1642 
    Satanov                                   1516 

Dunayevetsky                              5326 
    Dunayevtsy                               4478        

Oryninsky                                 1623 
    Orynin                                    1508 

Vinkovetsky                              4314 
    Zinkov                                      2248    
    Vinkovtsy                                 1745     

Teophipolsky                            1449 
    Teophipol                               1266 

Izyaslavsky                                 4106     
    Izyaslav                                    3208     

Solobkovetsky                           1369 
    Solobkovtsy                              940 

Gorodoksky                                 3961     
    Gorodok                                    2329     

Ostropolsky                               1319 
    Ostropol                                  1063 

Volochisky                                 2926         
Volochisk                                     753    
    Fridrikhovka                               521 

Gritsevsky                                 1313 
    Gritsev                                    1095 

Derazhnyansky                         2799   
    Derazhnya                              2651      

Volkovinetsky                          1176 
    Volkovintsy                              764 

Letichevsky                              2730     
    Letichev                                    1946     

Pluzhnyansky                          1135  
    Pluzhnoye                                 145 

Krasilowsky                               2692     
    Krasilov                                    1250 

Staroushitsky                            1107 
    Staraya Ushitsa                         753 

Novoushitsky                             2606    
    Novaya Ushitsa                        1547     

Mikhalpolsky                              909 
    Mikhalpol                                 728 

Yarmolinetsky                            2578    
    Yarmolincy                               1264    

Bazaliysky                                   573 
    Bazaliya                                    410 

Medzhibozhsky                        2517    
    Medzhibozh                              2347 

Antoninsky                                  411 
    Antoniny                                  110 

Chemerovetsky                           2343 
    Chemerovtzy                            1139     

Khmelnytskyi                             248 

 
 



3. The structure of German occupation administration    
 
            Khmelnytsky region was occupied by units of the German 17th army in the 
period from July 1-17, 1941. 
On September 1, 1941, the administration of the region was transferred from the 
military administration to the civil administration. The region was divided into 9 
territorial districts or “gebits” (Gebiet), which were part of the “general district of 
Volyn-Podolia” (General Commissioner - SA Obergruppenführer Heinrich Schöne). 
Each new district covered the territory of several pre-war soviet districts: 
 
Table 3-1 

New district, 
Gebietskommissar 

Pre-war soviet districts 

Kamyanets-Podilsky 
Regierungsrat  Josef Reindl 
 

Kamyanets-Podilsky 
Chemerovetsky 
Staroushitsky 
Dolzhoksky 
Orininsky 
Smotrychsk 

Dunaevtsy 
Gemeinschaftsführer  
Eduard Eggers 

Dunaevetsky 
Solobkovetsky 
Vinkovetsky 
Minkovetsky 
Novoushitsky 

Yarmolintsy 
Kameradschaftsführer  
Ernst Mertes 

Yarmolinetsky 
Satanovsky 
Gorodoksky 
Mikhalpolsky 

Proskurov 
Hundertschaftsführer  
Schmerbeck 

Proskurovsky 
Volochisky 
Chernoostrovsky 
Felshtinsky 

Letichev 
Regierungsrat  Hammer 

Letichevsky 
Medzhybozhsky 
Derazhnyansky 
Volkovinetsky 

Starokonstantinov 
Regierungsrat  Schroeder 

Starokonstantinovsky 
Ostropolsky 
Starosinyavsky 
Gritsevsky 



Antonina 
Regierungsassessor  
Harald Schorer 

Antoninsky 
Krasilovsky 
Basali 

Izyaslav 
SA-Oberführer Otto Knochenhauer 

Izyaslavsky 
Pluzhnyansky 
Lyakhovetsky 
Teofipolsky 

Shepetivka 
Regierungsassessor  
Dr. Helmut Worbs 

Shepetovsky 
Polonnsky 
Slavutsky 
Berezdovsky 

 
 
In Kamenets-Podolsk, Starokonstantinov, Shepetovka, Dunaevtsy, Letichev, Proskurov and 
Yarmolintsy there were SS and police officers (respectively, Lieutenant of the Security Police 
Albert Reich, Lieutenant of the Gendarmerie Otto Gent, Lieutenant of the Security Police 
Gendarmerie Willy Heller, Gendarmerie Lieutenant Ernst Haashe, Gendarmerie Lieutenant 
Wilhelm Beckmann) and Gendarmerie Hauptman August Bodenburg. From May-June 1942, 
there were SD-Aussenstelle departments in Kamenets-Podolsk and Starokonstantinov. In 
Kamenets-Podolsk, this department was headed by SS Haupscharführer Andreas Fermer, in 
Starokonstantinov - SS Haupsharführer Karl Graf. The SD units were subordinate to the 
Commander of the Security Police and SD in Rivne, SS Sturmbannführer Dr. Karl Pütz. The 
Gebietsfuehrer SS and police were subordinate to the Fuehrer of the Hauptmannschaft of the 
Gendarmerie Proskurov, the Hauptman of the Gendarmerie Norbert Philippitsch, and the latter 
to the commander of the gendarmerie in the district, Major of the Gendarmerie Walter Rohse. 
In turn, Rohse was subordinate to the commander of the order police in the district, Lieutenant 
Colonel of the Security Police and SS Obersturmbannfuehrer Willi Dressler, whose residence 
was first in Brest, and from the fall of 1942 - in Lutsk. In all district centers there were 
gendarmerie posts with subordinate Ukrainian police teams; the posts were subordinate to the 
respective SS and police. 
      The extermination of Jews in the region was carried out by SD departments, as well as a 
department in Starokonstantinov, engaged in the extermination of Jews in the districts of 
Starokonstantinov, Shepetovka, Izyaslav, Antonina, Proskurov and Letichev, and a department 
in Kamenets-Podolsky - responsible for actions in the districts of Kamenets-Podolsky, Dunaevtsy 
and Yarmolin. The German gendarmerie and the Ukrainian police also took an active part in the 
anti-Jewish actions. 
  
Organization of Jewish labor camps 
     The most physically hardy, able-bodied Jewish men were selected and placed in labor camps 
before the start of the campaign to massacre Jews. The camps were located along the strategic 
highway IV, which in the region passed through Volochisk - Proskurov - Letichev. These camps 
were subordinate to the headquarters of Construction Sector I in Letychiv, which, from its 
inception in March 1942 until its dissolution in November 1942, was headed by SS 
Hauptsturmführer Otto Fach and his aide SS Unterscharführer Robert Stolzmann. The actual 



road work was supervised by the OT-Abschnittsbauleitung, which was headed by Gerhard 
Harries. To guard the camps, the 1st platoon of the 1st company of the police guard battalion 
formed in Berlin (the platoon commander was Chief Lieutenant of the Police Siegfried Scherer), 
as well as two companies of the 7th Lithuanian police battalion (1st company in Proskurov and 
the 2nd company in Letichev). These German and Lithuanian police officers took an active part 
in the murder of Jews in the labor camps [1]. The latter were in the villages of Fridrikhovka (1 
km east of Volochisk), Pavlikovtsy, Matskovtsy (4 km west of Proskurov), in Proskurov (school 
number 6), Leznevo (6 km east of Proskurov), Geletintsy (32 km west of Proskurov), Letichev. 
     The creation of the camps began already in February 1942, when 200-300 Jews from Felshtin 
were placed in a barbed-wire stable in the village of Matskovtsy. The rest of the camps were 
created in the spring of 1942. So, in May 1942, a camp was created in Leznevo (two stables, 
fenced with barbed wire), in which at first 30 Jews from Proskurov were placed, and then 
several hundred Jews from Zinkov, Yarmolintsev, Gorodok, Black Island. At the same time, a 
camp was created in Proskurov (school No. 6), in which Jews from the village of Vinkovtsi were 
first placed, and then Jews from other settlements. In early November 1942, Jews from the 
liquidated camp in the village of Matskovtsy were transferred to this camp [2]. The camp in 
Fridrikhovka was also located in a school, which accommodated 300-400 Jews gathered in the 
surrounding settlements. The camp in Pavlikovtsi was located in a stable, where Jews from 
Kupel (about 400 people) were placed [3] 
 
 
[1] BArch B 162/6167, Bl. 2819, 2825, 2843, 2854. 
[2] Voskoboynik D. The History of Jews in Proskurov, Ukraine. Senior Project Submitted in 
Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for Graduation. Department of History, Union College, 
2001, p. 52-59). 
[3] Verfügung v. 05/26/1970 (BArch B 162/6167, Bl. 2901). 
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4. The Systematic Extermination of Jews in 1941 

 
Details of the operations in Berezdiv, Hrytsiv, Krasnostav, Mynkivtsi, Proskuriv (now 
Khmelnytskyi), Slavuta, Sudylkiv, Felshtin (now Hvardiiske), and Shepetivka 
 

        The first recorded killing of Jews in the Extraordinary State Commission’s materials took 

place in the village of Kupil in the Volochysk district in early July; several dozen Jews were killed 

there. First, Kupil’s rabbi, fifty-five-year old Itzhak Meir Glaser was subjected to humiliation and 

torture, but he managed to escape and hide. Then the Germans took fifty-one hostages and 

announced the hostages would be executed unless the rabbi came forward. In order to save them, 

Itzhak Meir Glaser voluntarily came out of hiding. Despite his sacrifice, most of the hostages died 

anyway: They were stuffed into a small space where they were forced to lie on top of one another; 

the doors and windows of the tiny room were tightly shut; consequently, with the exception of the 

top-most layer, the hostages all suffocated overnight. The corpses were buried in a pit near the 

Lenin monument, and some time later, when the site began to stink of decay, they were reinterred 

in the Jewish cemetery. Itzhak Meir Glaser was buried there as well.1 

        At approximately the same time, Ukrainian nationalists killed the male Jews in the village 

of Kuzmyn (Horodok district).2 
  

Anti-Jewish Activity in Felshtin 

        In late July and early August, local Ukrainian nationalists and members of OUN-B units 

also staged pogroms against Jews in Felshtin, Smotrych, and Kupyn. The A1 subgroup of the south 

unit, under the leadership of Mykola Sydor, was active in the Felshtin distict. In his memoirs,3 

Sydor paid a great deal of attention to describing relations with Felshtin’s Jewish community and 

even explained in detail how one local Jew, whom he calls Solomon Moyseyovych,  killed another 

Jew, Motya Dobhiy. This was allegedly done in retaliation for cooperating with the Soviet regime. 

Ukrainian nationalists, according to Sydor, did not support these kinds of killings and even 

sentenced Solomon Moyseyovych to twenty-five lashes as punishment for his crime. Sydor did 

not mention a word about his own participation in committing “a small cleansing of the Jewish 

community.” On the other hand, in her testimony, Etya Tsalevich, a Felshtin Jew, sees the arrival 

of the “police subdivision of western Ukrainians” (as she called the visiting Ukrainian nationalists) 

in a completely different light. According to her, the Ukrainian nationalists robbed and killed 
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several Jewish families in Felshtin. Tsalevich witnessed one of the murders herself. The victims 

were the father and son in the Bukivker family, who died not far from their house, while the mother 

was wounded.4 

 In Smotrych in late July 1941, an SB OUN-B battle group, composed of five people headed 

by an “Arrow,” killed several Jews, and then they, together with local nationalists, staged another 

pogrom: Dozens of Jews were driven into the river, where many of them drowned or were shot 

down. Locals took the corpses away on carts to the Jewish cemetery and buried them in a mass 

grave.5 

 In the beginning of August 194, Ukrainian nationalists staged a pogrom in Kupyn: About 

fifty Jews were driven into the river and shot down there.6 

 In late July, over a thousand Jews were shot dead in the northern part of the region (Slavuta, 

Berezdiv, and Shepetivka districts). On July 28-30, this territory was being cleared by the 1st SS 

Infantry Brigade (commanded by SS Brigadeführer Richard Hermann); at the same time, the Police 

Regiment South (commanded by Police Colonel Hermann Franz), which carried out its first 

“Jewish operation” in Shepetivka on July 28, killing over 800 Jews,7 began to operate there. 

 

The Killings of Shepetivka’s Jews 

In the Regensburg prosecutor’s charging document dated February 2, 1970 in the case 

against Rosenbauer, Besser, and Kreutzer, the operation in Shepetivka was described in the 

following manner:8 

[…] On July 26, 1941 the [45th Reserve Police] Battalion reached the town of 
Shepetivka in Ukraine. A day later, Higher SS and Police Leader Jeckeln also arrived. 
At the time, the Police Regiment Russia-South had the task, together with the 1st SS 
Brigade, of clearing the forests south of the North highway in the Ostroh-Shepetivka-
Polonne area of enemy forces. […] The corresponding combat order from Jeckeln, 
dated July 25, 1941 contained, inter alia, the following instruction: “[…] Female 
agents or Jews that have made themselves available to the Soviets, should be dealt 
with accordingly […].”  
In Shepetivka, the regiment commander at the time, Colonel Franz (he died on 
February 2, 1969) summoned the defendant, Besser, and told him that, according to 
Hitler’s orders, all Jews were to be shot, and the battalion would soon participate in 
carrying out this general order. […] One or two days later, Besser received a concrete 
order from Franz to kill Shepetivka’s Jews, regardless of age or sex. In addition, Franz 
explained how to carry out the order. Then the defendant Besser found the town’s 
police chief and ordered him to tell him where the Jews lived, thus getting an idea of 
the scale of the impending operation. […] 
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Then he authorized the commander of the 2nd Company, Oberleutnant Kreuzer, to 
carry out this first killing operation; it was supposed to begin early the next morning. 
Furthermore, the victims would be tricked with the message that they were to be 
evacuated, and that was why they had to dress well, take their valuables and food. […]  
The operation began early in the morning on the day of the crime as planned. Under 
the supervision of the defendant Kreuzer, members of the company searched the Jews’ 
homes, and, under the pretext of the evacuation, rounded up Jewish residents of all 
ages and sexes and sent them to the execution site, which had been prepared in the 
meantime at a location in or near the forest on the outskirts of Shepetivka. They were 
under guard as they got closer to the execution site, and in groups of five to ten people, 
they were taken to pits or bomb craters in the forest. They stood on the edge of the pit 
facing it and the shooters standing behind them killed them with shots to the back of 
the head from carbines or pistols […] the entire operation took a couple of hours. At 
least one hundred people were shot. […] However, the real number must be 
significantly higher than a hundred, since only the witness Hickfang drove three 
groups of twenty-five to thirty-five people to the execution site on his truck, and his 
was not the only truck. […] 

           
 In addition to Shepetivka, shootings, mostly targeting male Jews, were carried out in 

Kylykyiv, Hannopil, Berezdiv, and other villages. 

 After the completion of these operations “Higher SS and Police Leader for South Russia” 

(Höherer SS- und Polizeiführer Russland-Süd) SS Obergruppenführer Friedrich Jeckeln, on an 

order dated July 29, 19419 from the Army Group South Rear Area commander, Lieutenant-General 

Karl von Roques, gathered his main forces in the Starokostiantyniv-Liubar-Polonne-Shepetivka 

area in order to provide security for communication links, except that this mostly boiled down to 

killing Jews in the area. On August 3, four companies of the 8th Infantry Regiment of the 1st SS 

Infantry Brigade carried out a “Jewish operation” in Starokostiantyniv: 1,404 Jews were captured 

(812 women and 592 men), of which 489 people (187 women and 302 men) were shot, and the 

rest assigned to work crews.10 On August 4, the 1st Battalion of the 10th SS regiment shot dead 268 

Jews in Hrytsiv, and the motorcycle reconnaissance and security platoons killed 159 people (109 

men and 50 women)11 in Kuniv and Mala Radohoshch. 
 

The Killings of Hrytsiv’s Jews 

 At an interrogation after the war, the former commander of the 10th SS Infantry Regiment, 

SS Obersturmbannführer Robert Kistler, described the Hrytsiv operation as follows: 

“I believe that the operation was carried out on a Monday. Monday has stuck in my 
memory because a day earlier, on Sunday afternoon, we were sitting in good company, 
possibly celebrating some event (a birthday?) at the battalion headquarters. In the 
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evening, a command came through the regiment, instructing the battalion to to carry 
out a cleansing operation in the village and to take measures against civilians on the 
following day. When the command was received, I knew what it meant. I don’t 
remember what the order literally said, of course. I think it’s possible that it talked 
about “liquidation.” […] The next day, together with my aide-de-camp, Schwarzbach, 
I discussed the operation against the residents of the village whose name I no longer 
remember. […] The soldiers in my battalion – I no longer remember which company 
or companies participated – rounded up the village’s residents and brought them to a 
building, which I think was a school. I also spoke to Schwarzbach about the idea that 
rounding up the Russians should take a long time, if possible, in order to gain time. I 
thought it was possible that we might receive an order in the meantime for the battalion 
to depart, and I could thus avoid carrying out the operation. However, since we didn’t 
receive such an order, the people were taken on the battalion’s truck to the ravine, 
about one or two kilometers from the village. […] The shootings began shortly after 
noon; they might have finished between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. The way it happened was 
that one truck kept bringing people from the school to the shooting site. The shooters 
stood a few meters from the victims. They were shooting from carbines. The victims 
stood with their backs to the shooters by the dug out ditch. After they were were shot, 
they fell forward into the ditch. […] I can’t say the age of the victims for sure. In 
general, I think that the average age fluctuated between thirty and fifty years old. There 
were women as well among the people being shot. As far as I remember, there were 
more men shot than women, possibly in a ratio of 2:1. I also remember that there were 
individuals between twelve and fourteen years old among the victims, although I can’t 
say whether there were also girls among them. It is my belief that the people shot were 
Jews. […] Not all residents of the village were shot. I also remember, that a selection 
took place, but how exactly it was carried out, I don’t know. […] Today I can’t give 
the exact number of people that were shot. I think there were two to three hundred. 
[…] The people who were shot behaved calmly. I don’t remember any escape attempts. 
[…] I also don’t remember any of the shooters refusing to shoot. […] There was only 
one ditch for the shootings. Today, I’d estimate its length to be about fifteen meters. In 
several instances, people weren’t killed right away. I think the Unterführers finished 
them off. [...]”12 
 

 On August 5, part of the Jewish population of Sataniv13 was shot dead, on August 7, 

47 Jews in the village of Kransostav in what was then the Berezdiv district14 were killed, on 

August 10, 152 Jews were murdered in Berezdiv itself,15 and on August 14, 80 Jews in the 

village of Labun (Novolabun)16 were executed.  
 

The Killings of Berezdiv’s Jews 

According to an official report dated June 22, 1944, the shooting of Berezdiv’s Jews occurred 

in the following manner: 

According to bystanders and eyewitnesses in the villages of Dyakiv and Berezdiv 
[…], on August 10, 1941 the Germans announced to the residents of Berezdiv that 
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they are to get ready because they would be taken to work repairing roads. When the 
residents got ready with shovels and brooms, thinking they would be going to work, 
the German unit loaded them on trucks (more than five) and drove them about six 
kilometers beyond Berezdiv to a place called “Butik.” There they themselves dug a 
pit of the aforementioned size [length: 18 meters, width: 2 meters, depth: 2 meters], 
and then the unit, which had completely surrounded them, opened fire on these 
citizens with their rifles and assault rifles, leaving one person alive. They also threw 
hand grenades into the pit on any slightly or heavily wounded people that were still 
alive. The remaining citizen, whose last name is unknown, was forced by the Germans 
to cover the grave with dirt and then they took him away with them to be shot with 
other citizens in the area of “Mlynki” on the grounds of the Selychiv Selsoviet. 
The local German authorities forbade the citizens from making a mound on the grave, 
and forced them to level the ground and sow it, so as not to leave any trace.17 
 

       The second half of the month was the bloodiest: The police units under Jeckeln’s command 

were no longer shooting hundreds, but now thousands of Jews. Indications of these mass shootings 

can be found in Jeckeln’s daily reports to the “Reichsführer-SS, chief of the  Ordnungspolizei, 

chief of the Sicherheitspolizei, and the Reichsführer-SS command headquarters.”18 In a telegram 

dated August 19, 1941, we can read the following: 

“Special operation of the 45th Police Battalion near Slavuta. 322 Jews shot dead.” 

 Telegram dated August 8, 1941: 

“During inspections of the area southeast of Starokostiantyniv, Staff Company 
HSSuPF South shot dead 51419 Jews and 2 armed members of a partisan group.” 
 

         Telegram dated August 21, 1941: 

“The 45th Battalion shot dead 5 prisoners, including 3 women in uniform, 19 other 
bandits, and 66 Jews. Then 471 Jews in Sudylkiv.” 
 

         Telegram dated August 24, 1941: 
 
“The 314th Battalion cleansing operation in the Kovel area, 45th battalion in Korets 
and Shepetivka, police squadron in Polonne […] the 45th battalion [shot dead] 61 Jews 
and the police squadron 113 Jews.” 
 

Telegram dated August 25, 1941: 
                         

“Pol. Regiment South no change in securing the road. Cleansing operation in 
Baranivka, Dubrivka, and Zaslav (Iziaslav) […]  The Police Regiment South shot dead 
1,342 Jews.”20 
 

 Telegram dated August 30, 1941: 
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“In Slavuta the Police Regiment South arrested 3 Ukrainians and 4 Russians, probably 
parachutists, and handed them over to the SD. 65 Jews shot dead.” 
 

 Telegram dated August 31, 1941: 

“In Slavuta, 21 km northeast of Shepetivka,21 4 Russians were arrested and handed 
over to the SD. 911 Jews shot dead. During the operation, the 320th Police battalion 
shot dead 2,200 Jews in Mynkivtsi.” 
 

 Telegram dated September 1, 1941: 

“The 320th Police Battalion operation in Zhvanchyk and Sokilets (both are settlements 
30 km northeast of Kamianets-Podilskyi) […] The 320th Police Battalion shot dead 
380 Jews.” 

 

Telegram dated September 2, 1941: 

“The Police Regiment South arrest of 2 Russians and handover to GFP in Shepetivka. 
In Shepetivka 45 Jews shot dead.” 

  

 The operations in Slavuta and Sudylkiv were carried out by the 2nd Company of the 

45th Reserve Police Battalion.  
  

The Killings of Slavuta’s and Sudylkiv’s Jews 

In the Regensburg prosecutor’s charging document dated February 2, 1970 in the case 

against Rosenbauer, Besser, and Kreutzer, these operations are described as follows:22 

II. Slavuta. 
The 2nd Company under the command of the defendant Kreuzer was located in  
Slavuta from August 15, 1941 to September 3, 1941 […] the battalion headquarters 
with the 1st Company remained in Shepetivka, and the 3rd company was in Zhytomyr 
[...] 
At an undetermined date, possibly August 18, 1941, the 2nd Company, under the 
command and control of the defendant Kreuzer, carried out a similar extermination 
operation in Slavuta, which resulted in an undermined number of victims, with at least 
200 men and women, if not 322, killed. Early in the morning, under the pretext of being 
sent to work, Jews were dragged out of their homes and rounded up under guard near 
the place where the company was housed. In the meantime, other members of the 
company dug a large pit in a wooded area, which was probably located near the road 
to Shepetivka. Then the prisoners, part of whom had axes and saws, were driven by 
truck to the execution site, and then sent in single file from the trucks to the pit. The 
first to arrive had to lie facedown on the bottom and were shot  in the back of the head 
from pistols and carbines. At the same time, their companions in misfortune, who were 
waiting to be shot, saw all this and were forced to lie down on top of the corpses of the 
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people killed before them. When the defendant Kreuzer noticed that a woman was still 
alive, he himself climbed into the pit and shot her with his pistol. [...] 
III. Sudylkiv. 
[…] at an undetermined date, but probably before August 21,1941, on the basis of a 
regiment command transmitted through the commander of the battalion, Besser, a new 
extermination operation was carried out in Sudylkiv under the supervision of the 
defendant Kreuzer. Part of the company under the command of Lieutenant Schlag – 
his whereabouts are still unknown – was sent to Sudylkiv on trucks. The village was 
surrounded and the Jewish residents – men, women, and children – were removed from 
their homes and assembled in collection points. There were 471 victims in total, of 
different ages and sexes. They were taken away by trucks on the Sudylkiv-Shepetivka 
road through Shepetivka. After about twenty kilometers the trucks turned right into an 
area overgrown with shrubbery and stopped after about three hundred or three 
hundred and fifty meters. At a distance of about fifty meters, there was a large bomb 
crater. This was where, under Kreuzer’s supervision, the execution, which was carried 
out in the usual fashion, took place. 
While this was happening, the following incident took place:  
When the witness Behmel arrived at the execution site with the last truck, which 
contained about thirty Jews, Kreuzer called him over and said, “Shoot that woman,” 
gesturing with his hand toward the bomb crater. Behmel saw that a woman was sitting 
there with her back to him. He was so shocked by this order that he could not think 
clearly anymore. He followed the defendant Kreuzer and when he had reached the 
edge of the crater, he saw that there was a heap of dead Jews lying in it, and an 
approximately thirty-five year old woman was covering her face with both hands and 
crying […] Then the defendant Kreuzer ordered Behmel, who was behaving very 
passively,“Shoot, already!” Since the witness continued to hesitate, Kreuzer pointed 
to the back of the woman’s head to show him where he should shoot. At the same time, 
he once again ordered Behmel to shoot. Then Behmel reluctantly submitted and shot 
the woman, as he was ordered to, and the women fell into the crater. Then Kreuzer 
called Behmel, who looked like a completely broken man, a coward and sent him away. 
[…] 
 

The Killings of  Mynkivtsi’s Jews 

 Local resident, Andrei Polko (fifty-two years old in 1941) was a witness to the operation 

in Mynkivtsi. At an interrogation on June 10, 1944, he stated the following:23 

On August 30, 1941 at 6 a.m. a German came into my yard threatening me with a 
revolver; they took me and some other people, and led us to the bridge on the pretense 
of taking us to work. So as not to show the other residents that we’re going with 
shovels, we were led through the outskirts of the village and when we headed to the 
bridge, we were told that we’d be going to the other bridge, and when we headed 
toward that bridge, they turned us around again to walk in the direction of 
Mynkivtsi’s eastern edge. We started asking about where they were taking us, and 
they answered that we were going to dig trenches between Hlybochok and Mynkivtsi 
villages. When we got to the designated place, that is, about one and a half kilometers 
from Mynkivtsi, we saw eighty people, citizens from the villages of Hlybochok and 
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Kapustyany, digging pits four meters wide, eight meters long, and three meters deep. 
Two pits were already finished. We were ordered to dig another one, that is, the third, 
in two hours. At about 9 a.m. a German officer arrived on horseback and brought 
two crates of pistols. About seventy German soldiers came at the same time, a guard 
detail was posted, the pits were cordoned off by these same soldiers, and they 
installed two machine guns. At about 10 a.m. they started bringing Soviet citizens to 
these pits. Before they reached the pits, they were stripped, and then herded into the 
pits, where two German soldiers were standing. The soldiers inside the pit put the 
people facedown in the pit, and shot the people lying down in the back of their heads 
with pistols, then they laid down the second layer, and so on until the pit was filled. 
First they shot the men, and then later, when there was a lot of noise, they started 
shooting all family members together. The shooting lasted until 6 p.m. That day about 
3,050 people were shot dead, killed right before my very eyes. 
 

The Killings of Krasnostav’s Jews 

  We learned about the extermination of the Jews in the village of Krasnostav (Berezdiv 

district) from an official report dated June 14, 1944: 

Witness testimonies of the citizens of the village of Krasnostav […] state that the 
German death squad, […] which arrived on August 28, 1941 from Dubrivka, 
Baranivka district, Zhytomyr region consisting of forty-five people,24 armed with 
assault rifles, machine guns, surrounded the village and herded the residents into the 
square, from which they were marched to the shooting and killing site. From 
testimonies and excavations, it was discovered that on August 28, 194125 735 people 
were tortured and shot dead, of which 135 were men of various ages, 320 were 
women, and 280 children. 
The grave is located in the forest three kilometers from Krasnostav; it is twenty-one 
meters long, three meters wide, and three meters deep. […] An examination 
determined that most of the women and children were thrown into the pit alive, since 
no external bodily or bone injuries were found, while, in most cases, among the men, 
bullet wounds were found in the occipital region of the head.26 
 
All together, over the entire month of August and in late July, SS and Police 
units carried out about twenty-five “Jewish operations” in the Khmelnytskyi 
region, during which over 31,000 Jews were exterminated. 
 

 In the fall of 1941, mostly in early September, another five “Jewish operations” took place 

in the Khmelnytskyi region: On September 1, another forty-five Jews27 were shot dead in 

Shepetivka, on September 2, over two thousand Jews28 in Polonne. In Starokostiantyniv, the 304th 

Police Battalion shot dead at least five hundred Jews29 in early September. Over four hundred Jews 

were shot dead in Hrytsiv30 on September 4. All told, over three thosuand Jews were shot dead in 

early September. 
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 In October, twenty Jews (seven women and thirteen men) were shot dead in Nova Ushytsia. 

They were refugees from Bessarabia and had been detained in the village of Filyanivka in the 

western outskirts of Nova Ushytsia on orders from the Gebietskommissar for the territory of 

Dunaivtsi, who had been passing through the village. The Gebietskommissar ordered them to be 

brought to Nova Ushytsia to be shot there.31 

 

The Killings of Poskuriv’s Jews 
 

 The last large-scale operation of 1941 took place in Khmelnytskyi (formerly Proskuriv) on 

November 4. The pretext for the operation was the discovery of twenty-five to thirty bodies of 

German military personnel (infantry soldiers and pilots, including one officer) in the basement of 

an NKVD building. The preliminary investigation was carried out by police lieutenant Karl 

Bauernfeind, the commander of the advance party of the 3rd Squadron of the 1st Police Cavalry 

Battalion, who established that the prisoners had been killed by a bullet to the back of the head “by 

several Russian commissars,” two of whom were purportedly Jews. To investigate the 

circumstances surrounding the prisoners’ death in Proskuriv, a special commission was sent there 

on Göring’s orders that had the bodies exhumed and subsequently established that the prisoners 

had been tortured before being killed. The SD (SS-Obersturmführer Theodor Salmanzig 

accompanied by two or three others) conducted its own investigation. A few days later, Salmanzig 

returned the city with a detachment of twenty to thirty men, and told Bauernfeind that now “order 

would be restored,” that is, Jews would be shot.32 Two days before the operation, 

Gebietskommissar Schmerbeck issued a certain number of worker identification credentials to the 

Jewish Council to be distributed among artisans. Yet, as it later emerged, members of the Jewish 

Council distributed part of these credentials to their friends and families, and another part was 

never given to anyone. The operation began immediately after the Jewish workers left the ghetto. 

Members of the Jewish Council announced to the Jews that they must come out of their homes 

with their things, documents, and valuables, ostensibly in order to be relocated to Kamianets-

Podilskyi. Most of the Jews did not obey this order. Then the German and Ukrainian police started 

searching the houses and any Jews they discovered were sent to the textile factory, which served 

as a collection point. The Jews had to leave all their things at the factory, and then they were sent 

in large groups to a ravine near the town. At the ravine, the Jews had to undress, then groups of 

fifteen to twenty people were made to stand on the edge of the ravine, and were killed by a bullet 
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in the back of the head. An SD detachment from Vinnytsia (the commander of the detachment, SS-

Obersturmführer Theodor Salmanzig, died in 1943) carried out the shooting of the Jews, with 

support from the advance parties of the 1st and 3rd squadrons of the 1st Police Cavalry Battalion 

(Polizei-Reiterabteilung I) who were in the city at the time; these advance parties were headed by 

Police Lieutenant Adalbert Mahr (who later died) and Police Lieutenant Karl Bauernfeind, 

respectively. The Ukrainian police and Reich Labor Service (Reichsarbeitsdienst)33 units also 

participated in the operation. All told, 5,300 people34 were shot in the course of the operation. 
 

Overall, in the second half of 1941, from June to December, over forty thousand Jews were 

exterminated in the Khmelnytskyi region. 
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5. The Operation in Kamianets-Podilskyi in August 1941 

       The biggest operation of the summer of 1941 took place in Kamianets-Podilskyi. It marked 

a qualitative leap in the extermination policy – for the first time the goal was the wholesale 

destruction of Jews – women and children just like the men. This operation surpassed all previous 

“Jewish operations” in scale: Over twenty-three thousand people were shot dead over three days; 

only during the Kiev operation in late September 1941 were more people shot – about thirty-four 

thousand over two days. What also set this operation apart was that it did not just target the Jews 

residing in Kamianets-Podilskyi, but also exterminated foreign Jews who had been deported to the 

city from what was then Hungary in the second half of July and August1 1941. 

 The circumstances surrounding the arrival of the “alien” Jews in the city and their 

extermination together with the local Jews were as follows: 

 After Hungary entered the war to fight against the Soviet Union on June 27, 1941, two anti-

Semitic officials in the National Central Alien Control Office (KEOKH), lead detective  Ödön 

Martinidesz and police adviser Dr. Árkád Kiss, devised a plan to resettle “alien” Jews (about thirty 

to thirty-five thousand refugees from Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Poland) in newly 

“liberated territory.” They communicated the plan to Miklós Kozma, a former minister of interior 

and a confidant of Horthy, who was the government commissioner in the Governorate of 

Subcarpathia at the time. Kozma supported the plan and through Werth, the chief of general staff 

and a well-known Germanophile, presented it to Horthy for consideration. Horthy and Prime 

Minister Bárdossy endorsed the idea. The latter, at a meeting of the Ministerial Council pushed 

the decision to “expel from Carpatho-Ruthenia all persons of dubious citizenship and to hand them 

over to the German authorities in Eastern Galicia.” Overall authority for implementing the plan 

was given to Kozma. The technical details were hammered out by Lieutenant-Colonel Endre 

Kricsfalussy-Hrabár and Major Aghy from the gendarmes and Arisztid Meskó, the head of the 

border police in the Governorate of Subcarpathia. The protests of Minister of the Interior Ferenc 

Keresztes-Fischer, the only member of the Council of Ministers to come out against the plan, were 

ignored. The Council was persuaded by the “argument” that the Jews would simply be transferred 

to their new place of residence and work in Galicia, which could not be considered “foreign” 

territory since it was under the control of the Hungarian authorities.2 
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 On the basis of the resolution of the Council of Ministers of July 12, 1941, Decree No.  

192/1941, which stipulated that all “unrecognized aliens” must be registered with the relevant 

police agencies as the first step to their possible expulsion from the country. A secret directive, 

appended to the decree by the head of the National Central Alien Control Office, Sándor 

Siménfalvy, stipulated that the main goal of the decree was the “deportation of the recently 

infiltrated Polish and Russian Jews in the largest number and as fast as possible”; deported 

individuals could only take 30 pengős, provisions for three days, and their most essential personal 

belongings with them.3 

 After all the formalities were completed, implementation of the plan began. Jews of the 

corresponding category were taken by train to the border town of Kőrösmező (today the village of 

Yasinia in the Rakhiv district of Zakarpatska region), where a transit camp had been set up, and 

from there about one thousand Jews per day were transferred by truck to Galicia. By August 10, 

about fourteen thousand Jews had been handed over to the military authorities, and when the 

operation was complete at the end of the month, the number had grown to eighteen thousand. They 

not only deported Jews who lacked documents proving their citizenship, but also anyone who “got 

in the way” of local authorities. Thus, the entire Jewish community of Putnok, consisting almost 

exclusively of local Jews, was sent to Kőrösmező (admittedly, at the last minute they were 

purportedly sent back home). “Alien” Jews subject to expulsion in Budapest were collected in the 

synagogue and three Jewish public buildings before they were deported; the only exceptions were 

women in their ninth month of pregnancy, the very ill, and elderly. But it was the Jewish 

communities in the Governorate of Subcarpathia that suffered the biggest losses.4   

 Most of the deported Jews were delivered to the Kamianets-Podilskyi district, which was 

occupied by Hungarian troops (VIII Army Corps) on July 10, 1941. The Germans were not 

prepared for the massive influx of Jews from Hungary. At first they demanded that the deportations 

stop, since they “could not cope with all these Jews,” who were purportedly “a menace to their 

lines of communications.” Thus, on July 28, the 444th Security Division reported the following to 

the Army Group South Rear Area commander, Lieutenant-General von Roques: 

“The Jews of Hungary from Hungarian concentration camps were delivered by trucks 
to the districts of Budach, Chortkiv, Kamianets-Podilskyi. The Ukrainian population 
is alarmed. These Jews must, without a doubt, be sent back. The division requests that 
the Hungarians be given the appropriate order.” 
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 Von Roques asked the Hungarian communications officer at his staff headquarters for an 

explanation. According to the information he gave von Roques: 

“They are Jews who are not Hungarian citizens and who fled from the Soviets to the 
northeast two years ago. Now they are being returned to their territory.”5 
 

 Alarmed by the influx of the large number of Jews, field headquarters 183 (FK 183, 

whose commander was Lieutenant Colonel Meiler), which controlled the city and 

surrounding districts, reported the following to the 444th Security Division on July 31: 

“The already large number of Jews has increased following the arrival of Jews sent 
from Hungary, of which about three thousand arrived in recent days. Feeding them 
has been very difficult; there is also a risk of an epidemic developing. An order 
regarding their transfer is extremely necessary.”6  
 

 The field headquarters also repeated this request in a report from August 13: 

“In Kamianets-Podilskyi all Jews have received an order to leave the new town as 
soon as possible and move into the old town – their future ghetto. They could only take 
fifty kilograms of baggage per person. The old town had been cleared of the Ukrainian 
part of the population. According to reports, there were already three thousand Jews 
recently deported by the Hungarians in the old town. A decision was requested about 
their future handling (further deportation), but it has not been made yet. These Jews 
represent an undesirable burden for the city, especially when it comes to feeding 
them.”7 
 

 This development, as well the dysentery epidemic among the Jews (they were only fed raw 

cabbage), and the Hungarians’ refusal to take back “their” Jews, served as a formal reason for the 

intervention of SS Obergruppenführer Jeckeln at von Roques’ request. Jeckeln, who was a radical 

anti-Semite, saw only one way to solve the problem – the complete liquidation of the Jews, 

especially since by then Himmler’s order to exterminate all Jews without exception in the occupied 

territories of the Soviet Union already existed. It was this very method that was described to 

conference participants of the Quartermaster-General of the OKH (General Wagner’s) 

headquarters on August 25, during which the transfer of part of Ukraine to the German civil 

administration was discussed: 

“Near Kamenez-Podolsk [Kamianets-Podolskyi], the Hungarians have pushed out 
about 11,000 Jews over the border. In negotiations up to the present it has not been 
possible to arrive at any measures for the return of these Jews. The higher SS and 
Police Leader (SS Obergruppenführer Jeckeln) hopes, however, to have completed the 
liquidation of these Jews by the 1.9.1941.”8 
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       Jeckeln chose what he called his “staff company” and the 320th Police Battalion (whose 

commander was Police Major Dall) to carry out the operation; the latter only came under Jeckeln’s 

command on August 19. In his reports, Jeckeln called his “staff company” those members of his 

staff whom he entrusted with carrying out “Jewish operations;” this was first and foremost his own 

bodyguards (1 police and four SS officers), as well as the guard platoon consisting of members of 

the 45th Reserve Police Battalion.9 

 On August 25, it was announced to the Jews of Kamianets-Podilskyi that on August 26 their 

relocation would begin. At first, the Jews believed in this relocation and allowed members of the 

1st and 2nd Companies of the 320th Police Battalion to escort them with all their belongings to the 

execution site – deep craters located five kilometers from the city – without resistance. The 

execution site was cordoned off by members of the 3rd Company, who also formed a human corridor 

as the only entry to these craters. At first only members of Jeckeln’s “staff company” shot the Jews, 

but then, to speed up the execution, Jeckeln ordered members of the 3rd company (commanded by 

Polizei-Hauptmann Scharway) to serve as shooters, and as a result, sharp words were exchanged 

between him and Major Dall, who did not want his subordinates to be executioners.10 

         
Kamianets-Podilskyi, August 27, 1941.  A column of Jews walking to the execution site. 

(USHMM/Gyula Spitz). 



5 
 

 
Kamianets-Podilskyi, August 27, 1941.  A column of Jews walking to the execution site. 

(USHMM WS # 28216) 
             

 Jeckeln himself was present at the execution site all three days, sending around bottles of 

vodka, and, at every opportunity, egging on the shooters to kill more Jews. For example, pointing 

to a well-dressed man, he said, “This is a typical Jew that must be destroyed so that we Germans 

can live.” During the execution, a method recently invented by Jeckeln that he called “sardine 

packing” was used: Victims had to lie facedown in layer after layer in the pit, and were then  killed 

with by a bullet to the back of the head.11 
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Corpses of Jews executed by shooting in Kamianets-Podilskyi in late August 1941. 

(Yad Vashem Photo Archive, Archival Signature: 1627/2) 
 

 After the war, Hermann Krüger, a driver at Jeckeln’s headquarters, described the operation 

and his participation in it as follows: 

“I participated in a large-scale operation in late August 1941 in Kamianets-Podilskyi. 
As far as I remember, a very large number of Jews were shot there. The Jews were 
shot in several pits, which were crater shaped. It’s possible that they were bomb 
craters. The pit I was operating in had a diameter of about twenty to thirty meters and 
a depth of about five to six meters. Jeckeln had told Lüschen, Wedekind, and myself to 
be ready on the way to the execution site. We knew that we were going to an execution. 
When we arrived, the executions hadn’t started yet. Several execution teams were 
formed, each made up of four people. One of the execution teams consisted of Lüschen, 
Wedekind, myself, and another police officer I didn’t know. We were armed with 
assault rifles of possibly Czech manufacture. The execution site was cordoned off by 
police units. Execution teams consisted of members of the police and the SS. A long 
column of Jews arrived. Jeckeln ordered me, Lüschen, Wedekind, and the other police 
officer to get into the pit. They were constantly sending Jews to us. Part of them was 
supposed to lie down, and another part was killed in standing position with a bullet to 
the back of the head. There were men, women, and children, but I only shot the men. 
There were no delays. I often climbed out of the pit, since my nerves couldn’t take any 
more, and tried to back out, but I was ordered again to return to the pit. All in all, I 
kept shooting there for one or two hours. Then we were replaced by a police team. If I 
was asked how many Jews I shot in that time, I wouldn’t be able to answer accurately. 
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Possibly fifty or a hundred. I don’t know. There was no doctor to determine whether 
the victims were dead. I also remember that one Jew was only wounded, and 
subsequently lost consciousness. When he came to, he screamed for someone to shoot 
him dead. Then he got a “mercy bullet.” I also remember that a young woman about 
twenty years old and a boy of about twelve told Sturmbannführer Meier, who was 
present, that they weren’t Jews and that he should spare them. Meier discussed it with 
Jeckeln and both were released. I also remember well that the boy jumped for joy since 
his life was saved. The young woman was also happy. On the first day, the executions 
lasted from 10 a.m to 4 p.m. In the evening, my friends and I were completely wiped 
out and our nerves were completely shattered. Especially Wedekind was so agitated 
that he started shooting his gun erratically in the room. We were also very agitated, 
and started throwing boots at each other’s heads. The next day the executions began 
again at 10 a.m. That day there was also an incident with a young man and woman. 
My colleagues and I were once again in that same pit. The corpses had been sprinkled 
with dirt in the meantime. I again shot Jews, I don’t know how many. Soon after lunch 
I couldn’t do it anymore. I was completely wiped out. The incident with the young man 
and woman did me in especially. I went to my vehicle and didn’t participate in the 
operation anymore [...]”12  
 
       During the operation, Jeckeln made daily reports to Himmler, the “Command Staff 
Reichsführer-SS,” the chief of the Ordnungspolizei (Police General Daluege), and the chief 
of the Sicherheitspolizei (Heydrich). The operation is first mentioned in telegram no. 189 
from August 27, 1941, sent at 8:30 a.m.: 
  

 “The 320th Pol. Batt. together with the operations group of the staff company is carrying 
 out a special operation in Kamianets-Podilskyi. 3. Results: […] the special operation staff 
 [this is how it appears in the document – A.K.] with the 320th pol. batt. shot dead 4,200 
 Jews.” 
 

 In radiogram no. 50 from August 28, 1941, sent at 10:30 a.m., we can read the following: 

“The 320th pol. batt. is continuing the special operation in Kamianets-Podilskyi. 
Results: […] in the course of the operation, the 320th pol. batt. shot dead around 5,000 
Jews in Kamianets-Podilskyi […].” 
 

          The special operation is summed up in radiogram no. 53 from August 29, 1941, sent at 

10:20 a.m.: 
 

 “Staff company HSSUPF Russia-South finished the operation under the command of  
Ofgruf. Jeckeln in Kamianets-Podilskyi. 3. Results: […] the staff company shot dead 
another 7,000 Jews, as a result of which around 20,000 Jews in total were liquidated 
during the operation in Kamianets-Podilskyi. Changes in activity reports from August 
26 and 27, 1941: instead of “320th pol. batt.” enter “staff company,” in the message 
from August 27 instead of “5,000,” enter “11,000,” the 320th pol. batt. was only used 
for the security perimeter.” 
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          Finally, telegram no. 208 from August 30, 1941, sent at 10 a.m., includes the following 

“update”: 

“the number of Jews liquidated by the staff company HSSUPF Russia-South in 
Kamianets-Podilskyi has reached 23,600.”13 
 

            Local residents were assigned to cover the pits containing the bodies of executed Jews with 

dirt. Among them was Nikolai Tupenko (49 years old in 1941), who stated the following during 

an interrogation on March 19, 1944:14 

In August 1941, executioners came to our brewery, where I was a worker, and 
selected fourteen people, including me, to cover the pits. They brought us over at 
gunpoint, while the Hungarian people were being shot at the former Polish cemetery. 
They forced us into a ditch, where we were guarded until all the Hungarians had 
been driven into the pit. I did not see the shooting, since I was in a ravine, but only 
heard the sound of gunfire from assault rifles.   
After the shooting was over, we were taken to the pit where the Hungarians had been 
killed and ordered to bury them. I saw a terrible picture, which has become 
permanently engraved in my memory [...] Some people in the pit were still alive; a 
Hungarian girl about fourteen years old sticks out in my memory – she was still alive 
in the pit, and a middle-aged man, also still alive, was lying under her. We were told 
to remove some of the dirt and then to step aside. Germans from the death squad 
dragged them out, shot them, and then threw them back into the pit. The middle-aged 
man was still able to raise his head; he begged to be killed and not be buried alive. 
When I throwing dirt on top of them, I was not conscious. If any of us just stood there 
from shock at what was happening, he was beaten with a rifle butt to hurry and throw 
dirt over the pit filled with people. When we finished covering the pit, in some places 
the earth over the pit heaved – apparently there were people still alive who were 
suffocating or in their death throes.  
When they brought us in, three pits had already been filled solely with Hungarians. 
There were another four empty pits prepared. They were four to five meters deep, 
and about fifteen meters wide […], since the pits were round. 
On the second day, the executioners tried to grab me to cover the pits again, but I 
managed to get away from them. 

 
 During the operation to kill local Jews, part of the Jews managed to save themselves. 

Among them was Maksim Katransky. In March 1941, he was transferred by the People’s 

Commissariat of Industry and Construction Materials of the USSR from Moscow to the village of 

Mykolaiv (Drohobych region) to serve as the deputy site manager of the Mykolaiv cement factory 

construction site. In May 1941, his wife (Rozalia Petrovna) and daughter, Natasha Katranksy 

(eight years old in 1941) came to join him from Moscow. On June 30, 1941, they evacuated. In 
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his statement to the Extraordinary State Commission on June 14, 1944, Katransky described the 

circumstances surrounding his rescue as follows:15 

We got to the Stryi railway station by tractor, and from there we traveled by train. 
We traveled for seven days, and over that time we only got as far as Zakupne station 
[twelve kilometers from the village of Chemerivtsi]. There, our retreat was cut off, 
and we found ourselves in occupied territory. Our lives immediately became living 
hell. The Germans broke into villages, bossed everyone around, ferreted out people 
they found suspicious and shot them. We were forced to start moving in the direction 
of the village of Chemerivtsi. On July 19, rampaging German agents started shooting 
entire families of Jews in Chemerivtsi. I had to hide with my wife and daughter in a 
root cellar. The pogrom did not die down and on the last days, on July 28, we ran 
from Chemerivtsi in the direction of Kamianets, hoping to hide there from the 
bandits. On July 30, when we were on the highway leading from Chemerivtsi to 
Kamianets-Podilskyi, on on the crossroads with the highway coming from Orynyn, 
we saw that the entire road was filled with a crowd of people walking toward 
Kamianets-Podilskyi. When we came closer, we found out that the Germans were 
marching thousands of people, entire families of Hungarian and Czechoslovak 
citizens. The people walking on the road were worn out, hungry, poorly clothed, and 
barefoot, and the German bandits were driving them onward. We were on the move 
for two days [?] on July 31, while a steady stream of these persecuted citizens walked 
along the highway. When we entered Kamianets-Podilskyi in Pidzamche, we saw how 
these citizens greedily pounced on the food. 
My attempt to officially move into an apartment with my family resulted in city 
officials, the fascist agents Kibetz and Omelchenko, starting to persecute us. 
On August 9, 1941, an announcement was posted that at 3 p.m. the entire Jewish 
population of Kamianets-Podilskyi and adjoining villages had to gather in the ghetto 
– the central part of Kamianets-Podilskyi – the old town. We were allowed to take 
fifty kilograms of baggage with us. That same day, I, my wife, and daughter found 
ourselves in the ghetto, where we settled in a stone house opposite the church. In the 
same apartment there was also a family from Czechoslovakia – a father, mother, son, 
and daughter-in-law. A large number of Czechoslovak deportees came to see them. 
We found out from talking to them that by then there were already six thousand Jews 
from Czechoslovakia in the ghetto – all specialists. They were professors, engineers, 
technicians, agronomists, metalworkers, typesetters, clockmakers, hair dressers, and 
photographers. Together with the Jewish population of Kamianets-Podilskyi, this 
mass of people was doomed to hunger and cold. There were orders from the German 
authorities posted about the ban on ghetto residents selling food and leaving the 
ghetto. 
On August 25,1941 at 5 p.m. it was announced that on August 26, 1941 at 4 a.m. all 
Czechoslovak and Hungarian Jews must gather with their belongings on the square 
in order to be sent back to their homelands, while Kamianets-Podilskyi Jews must 
make a contribution of two hundred thousand rubles by the next morning. That night 
from the 25th to the 26th was a troubled one in the ghetto. The Jews buzzed like bees 
in a hive. Poor women and old men shook out the last kopecks from their pockets. 
They were told that they were buying their lives. 
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At 3 a.m. they announced the contribution from Czechoslovak citizens.16 
At 8 a.m. before our very eyes, a six to seven thousand strong crowd of Czechoslovak 
citizens passed through our little street, and from there continued to Novy Plan  (men, 
women, and children of all ages walked by). Children were carried, some were in 
baby carriages, The people walked quietly, everyone was crying, but no one yet 
believed that they were going to their deaths. Only on the next day rumors started to 
filter through that all of the Czechoslovak citizens had been shot dead! [...] 
August 27, 1941 was an uneasy day in the city! Though the contribution had been 
paid, there were more and more rumors that all the Czechoslovak Jews had been  
exterminated and the rumors were being confirmed. [...]  
On August 28, 1941 at 6 a.m. the ghetto was surrounded by German death squads – 
troops and attack dogs from the Ukrainian national police, which still existed then, 
were brought into the city. The entire ghetto population was ordered to immediately 
come outside onto the square by the clock. When driving people out of their homes, 
the weakest were shot, women and children were beaten. […] 
During the round up, we found ourselves inside the ring of death destined for 
slaughter, when my wife showed her documents to a Ukrainian police officer, and 
announced that she was Russian with the last name “Petrova,” and that Natasha and 
I were her daughter and husband. The Ukrainian police officer looked at us, 
persuaded for some reason that my family had wound up in the ring by mistake, and 
led us out of the ring onto the sidewalk. We were the only ones left – we had to return 
to the same building and to the same apartment, but we had nowhere else to go 
anyway. When we entered the apartment, it turned out that part of the Jewish 
population, about three thousand people, had been driven to the lower part of the 
ghetto, squeezed against the stone wall, and under the threat of being shot with a 
machine gun, which was pointed at them from the opposite side of the river, they 
were photographed by the German bandits! […] After being photographed, this 
group of citizens was released to go back “zu hause,” but only for a new wave of 
death squads with assault rifles, guns, and whips to drive them out once again onto 
the square, with the next group taken to the pits past Tsyhanivka to the gunpowder 
magazines to be shot. We quickly decided that we must hide part of the essential 
people! My being in the apartment was also dangerous! It was quickly decided that 
my daughter and wife would stay downstairs to keep watch, while we would hide up 
in the attic and pull up the ladder to the attic behind us! That was what we did!  
Every ten to fifteen minutes a party from the death squad would break in, point a gun 
at my wife’s face and under her personal responsibility, she had to pledge that the 
building had been cleared of Jews, and that she was Russian! 
It’s difficult to imagine and describe our distress up in the attic. High up, through a 
small window we could see how they cracked down on defenseless citizens.  
We stayed in the attic until the evening of August 30. Over this period, the police 
tried to get into the attic on two occasions, and it was only thanks to my wife and 
daughter’s exceptional self-possession that the twenty of us escaped with our lives! 
On August 31, it emerged that they had left several hundred people alive by the pits 
at the end of the day, and about a thousand people had survived by hiding in root 
cellars and attics in the city. The Feldkommandant – who had murdered around 
twelve thousand people all in a single day, arrived in the ghetto and announced that 
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the surviving population would be registered. He announced that those who were still 
alive had been amnestied by the high command, and wouldn’t have to wear any 
symbols and could live freely! Everyone crawled out of their holes and went to get 
registered in the building that housed the police, by the fire tower. My wife, daughter, 
and I decided not to register and become illegal. In a few days, everyone who had 
registered was sent to a new ghetto – a concentration camp outside Tsyhanivka in 
the train station area. 

 
          Among the surviving Jews was also Klara Moscal and Yosif Bleich. Klara Moscal’s 

(seventeen years old in 1941) witness statement during questioning on May 16, 1944.17 > 

LINK TO WITNESS STATEMENT 

 From the testimony of the witness Yosif Bleich (twelve years old in 1941) from May 5, 

1944:18 

On August 28, 1941 the Germans with the help of collaborationist auxiliary police 
gathered about nine thousand Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity and, lining them up 
in a column, led them out of the city, beyond what locals call the old prison, […] with 
all citizens told that they were being sent to work and ordered to take all their 
valuables (money, watches, gold). My parents and I wound up in the column as well. 
After we had been taken outside the city under German escort, everyone was ordered 
to sit on the ground. Then the German officer started saying something, but I couldn’t 
hear what it was. Then everyone was ordered to undress and valuables were taken 
away. Right there in the field, three pits, I think, had been dug, and boards had been 
laid across them. Groups of about fifteen citizens were put on the board, and one of 
the German executioners would shoot them with an assault rifle. The corpses would 
fall into the pit. In the field, people were screaming and crying. Seeing that it was 
almost my turn to be shot, I, together with two teenage girls, asked the German officer 
to let us go, claiming that we were Ukrainians. The officer let us go, but Chaykovsky, 
the auxiliary police officer standing guard, seeing that we were getting away from 
the shooting, didn’t want to let us go and told the German officer that we were “yids,” 
that is, Jews. Only after the German yelled at Chaykovksy did he let us through, but 
when I was going past him, he hit me with the butt of his rifle in the back. That was 
how I got away and saved myself from being killed, while my parents were shot dead. 
For the sake of clarity, I’d like to add that the guards watching the people about to 
be shot were set up in two rings. The first ring closest to the people waiting to be shot 
consisted of Germans, and the second ring, about twenty-five meters away, consisted 
of Ukrainian auxiliary police. Chaykovksy stood in the second and that’s why, when 
the German let me out of the first ring, Chaykovsky didn’t want to let me out of the 
second, trying to show his loyalty to the Germans. 

 
          Ivan Chaykovsky himself, when interrogated as the defendant on May 15, 1944, described 

his participation in the shooting as follows:19 

During my service in the police I participated in mass shootings of Soviet civilians 
on three occasions. The first time was, I think, on August 28, 1941 when, in the 
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Bilanivka area (on the outskirts of Kamianets-Podilskyi), at least four thousand 
Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity were shot. 
On the morning of the shooting, German soldiers and local auxiliary police went 
around the houses and drove the Jews out onto the street. Then they were lined up in 
a column four to six people wide, and, under German escort, they were taken to the 
shooting site in Bilanivka. I personally did not participate in rounding up the citizens 
from their houses since I had the day off. After the citizens had been taken outside 
the city by the Germans, Police Commander Razumovsky met me and told me that I 
and the other police officers would go to the shooting site outside the city. We were 
put in vehicles that drove us to a field in the Bilanivka district, where citizens of 
Jewish ethnicity had already been transferred. All the auxiliary police that had 
arrived were posted in a cordon around the Jews with the task of guarding them and, 
under no circumstances, could we let them to get away. We were armed with rifles. 
The people were were guarding had to undress, and were taken by Germans, in 
groups of five or six, to a pit where two German executioners shot them to death. In 
this way all of the people that had been marched there were shot. Subsequently, the 
pit was covered by locals mobilized for this task and we returned to the city. The 
Germans hauled away the possessions of the people who had been shot. During the 
shooting, I personally, stood with my rifle in the cordon with the task of not letting a 
single person get beyond the cordon. 
[…] In addition, next to me was a German, who was also guarding the people about 
to be shot. 

 
  

 After the mass shooting, only specialists and their families remained in the city, as 

well as some Jews who were not specialists. With respect to the remaining Jews in the city, 

the city council published the following announcement on September 8, 1941 (translated 

from Ukrainian):20 

 
For the last time, the city council warns the Judaic population about the need to wear 
an armband with a Zionist star regardless of profession. 
For the second time, the city council warns the Judaic population not belonging to 
professions (lists of which are posted by the entrance to city hall) that they must be in 
the ghetto (former training battalion grounds behind the railroad) and not roam 
around the entire city and in city hall. 
Supervision over the enforcement of the above has been entrusted to police agencies 
with appropriate administrative penalties – fines, arrest – which are to be implemented 
immediately. 
 
 

         All together, over the entire month of August and at the end of July, SS and police 

units carried out around twenty-five “Jewish operations,” during which over thirty-one 

thousand Jews were exterminated in the Khmelnytskyi region. 
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6. The Extermination of Jews in 1942-1943 

 
 The year began with a shooting in Teofipol of 970 Jews1 on January 21-22,  and in 

Kylykyiv (Slavuta district) about 150 Jews2 were killed. In Teofipol, 80 people (artisans 

and their families) were spared, but in July 1942 they were arrested, sent to Liakhivtsi and 

shot there along with the local Jews.3 

 

Operations in the Dunaivtsi Administrative Territory 

 

In February, nineteen Jews were hung in Dunaivtsi. Police officer Onufry Magera, who 

participated in the hanging, described it as follows during an interrogation in 1944:4 

[…] In February 1942 a group of men from the Jewish community were sent to work 
at the Dunaevskaya train station. For a reason unknown to me they abandoned their 
work. The German authorities interpreted it as sabotage, for which nineteen people 
were arrested and imprisoned under guard. A few days later, the head of the 
gendarmerie, together with all the gendarmes, came to the police building and 
demanded that the chief of police give them a group of police officers. On the orders 
of the chief of police, the gendarmerie was assigned a group of nineteen police 
officers.[…] The aforementioned group of police officers, together with the 
gendarmes, escorted the nineteen detainees out of the prison and then to 
Pervomayskaya street, where gallows had been erected. Meanwhile, the rest of the 
police cordoned off the street from all sides and didn’t let anyone in. When we brought 
the detainees to the designated place for the hanging, the district commissioner 
[Gebietskommissar] and some Germans were already there. On the district 
commissioner’s orders, we proceeded with the hanging. I, personally, together with 
police officer Malinovsky, hung one person. I also saw that police officer Ivan 
Zherebkov hung one person, police officer Bukatov hung two people, police officer 
Dermoroz (from the Mynkivtsi district) hung one person, police officer Butov hung one 
person, police chief Malyshev hung one person, gendarmerie interpreter Ruhl hung 
one person; I don’t remember who hung the rest. 
Once the hanging was complete, all the police officers who had taken part in the 
hanging were lined up, then taken back to the police station in formation, and only 
there were they dismissed. The bodies of the hanged Soviet citizens hung on the gallows 
for five days, and then the Jewish community removed and buried them. 

 

 In May-October a large part of the region’s territory was systematically cleansed of Jews. 

The first shootings took place in the Dunaivtsi district. On May 9, 450 Jews were shot dead in the 

village of Vinkivtsi,5 and 588 Jews in the village of Zinkiv.6 A day earlier, on May 8, the first 



 
 

“Jewish operation” was carried out in the town of Dunaivtsi. According to a statement by the 

inhabitants of the village of Demyankivtsi (five kilometers from the town): 

[…] From the town of Dunaevetz [Dunaivtsi], German gendarmes led civilians – 
children, women, old people, and men, more than 2,500 people in all – under guard. 
On the way, if anyone lagged behind or resisted, they were shot on the spot; three 
hundred to three hundred and fifty people were shot in all during transit. The over two 
thousand people that remained were brought to the bridge by the river called 
Studenytsya. In the mountain,  thirty to thirty-five meters from the ground there’s a 
mine that runs horizontally along the cliff: 500 meters long, 1.5 meters wide, 1.5 meters 
high. The entire district near the mine was cordoned off by two rings of gendarmes. 
After the people arrived, Gebietskommissar [Eduard] Eggers drove up to the mine in 
a car, and gave an immediate order for everyone to strip naked. Women and young 
girls undressed, and they even took off children’s underpants. Anyone who didn’t 
undress was beaten or shot dead on the spot. After everyone had undressed, there was 
an order for groups of fifteen people to go up the mountain along the trench and enter 
the mine. The people wouldn’t go into the mine; then they started beating them with 
their rifle butts and rubber clubs, and even the  Gebietskommissar himself started 
shooting people who didn’t want to go naked into the mine, which was filled with half 
a meter of water. After the beatings and several people being shot, an old man went 
into the mine and then came out, saying the following to the civilians: Even though the 
sun is warm and shining brightly, we must   go into the gulley of the mine. Then 
everyone started going into the mine. When they walked up the twenty-five meters from 
the ground to the mine, on both sides of the trench the gendarmes whipped everyone 
on their naked bodies, especially the women. After they had driven everyone into the 
mine, in three places, about fifteen meters from the entrance to the cave, they blew up 
the opening, and the civilians in the mine started screaming and moaning dreadfully, 
but they couldn’t get out. The moaning continued for six to seven days. There are 
stables near the tunnel. Some people, up to about fifty, got out through an opening 
connecting the tunnel to the stables in the ground. Afterward, the gendarmerie posted 
sentries and filled up this opening with dirt. 
After the explosion, all the clothing, belongings, and gold valuables were loaded into 
vehicles and taken to Dunaivtsi by the gendarmes. They drove back and forth with the 
clothes and belongings for three days. [...]7 
 

          During an interrogation in 1944, police officer Magera, who was part of the cordon at the 

mine, described the murder as follows:8 

One day in April 1942 (I don’t remember the date) I went to the police station as usual 
for my shift. As soon as I arrived, the duty officer ordered me to go to the district 
commissioner without delay. When I came to the district commissioner, I saw officers 
Nikolai Grinostalsky, Pyotr Grigoryevich Pedgursky, and six others whose last names 
I don’t know sitting in the truck. Ruhl, the commissioner’s interpreter, saw me and also 
ordered me to sit in the truck. When I got in, Ruhl climbed in with me into the back, 
while the district commissioner got into the cab, and we drove to the Demyankivtsi 
mine. When we got there, the commissioner split us into two groups and posted us on 



 
 

both sides of the mine, about one hundred and fifty to two hundred meters from the 
mine, so that we wouldn’t let any outsiders get close to the mine [...] 
About four hours later we saw that the police were escorting about two thousand Soviet 
citizens of Jewish ethnicity toward the mine we were cordoning off. At the mine shaft, 
the commissioner ordered everyone to strip naked. From the large crowd of old people, 
women, and children, doomed to a painful death, we heard hysterical screams, 
children crying, people begging for mercy. The commissioner/executioner shot into the 
crowd with his pistol, and lashed naked people with his whip. When everyone had 
undressed, the commissioner, with the help of the gendarmes and police, started 
herding people in groups of about fifty into the mine. When everyone had been driven 
into the mine, they also threw in the bodies of the people the commissioner had shot. 
Explosives were placed at the entrance of the mine to help blow it up […]. 
After the explosion, the police all went home, except officers Barfolomeyev, Kurtyk, 
Mazura, and another (whose last name I don’t remember), who remained to guard the 
belongings removed from the victims.  
As I was later told by police officers Bafolomeyev and Kurtyk, for five days the moans 
of the dying could be heard coming from the mine, where two thousand people had 
been brought alive. 
The clothes and belongings of the Soviet citizens who had been brutally slaughtered 
were transported from the shooting site to the village in trucks overseen by 
Melnichyuk, who was in charge of this property. 
 

 Two hundred and forty Jews in Sataniv9 (Yarmolyntsi district) were killed in the 

same manner on May 15. In total, about 3,500 Jews were killed in the region in May. 

 In August-October the “cleansing” of the Dunaivtsi district was complete: On August 4 in 

the villages of Solobkivtsi and Zinkiv an SD team from Kamianets-Podilskyi together with 

German gendarmes and the Ukrainian police shot dead 501 Jews;10 on August 6 in Vinkivtsi and 

again in Zinkiv 703 Jews11 were killed. According to Abram Rosenblat’s testimony (the style is 

preserved), the “Jewish operation” in Zinkiv proceeded in the following manner:12 

[…] In August 1942 the police detained me and brought me to a camp with my family, 
where there were about 229 of us, and in the late afternoon all of us were […] marched 
to the Stanislavovka area to be shot, but on the way we were met by police commander 
Lesyuk (killed), who was riding a motorcycle. He told us the Germans were behind 
him, and said they wouldn’t be shooting us today since it was late, and so we were all 
taken back to Zinkiv. Walking behind the police commander were police returning 
from the shooting. […] We got back to Zinkiv, where we stayed for three days under 
heavy guard, and then we were let out, and the village elder said they won’t be shooting 
you anymore. But then, not six days hence, we were taken for the second time […] 
When we were delivered to the shooting site, we were lined up and one of the Germans 
came over and picked out 102 people and said that I’ll keep you alive to do various 
jobs, and the remaining 480 are going to die. The police immediately began beating 
up the Jewish residents who were standing there – they killed the little children and 



 
 

threw them on carts, and broke the adults’ arms […] and so they shot these 480 
people.. 

 
 On October 1913 about three thousand Jews14 were shot dead in Dunaivtsi. Police 

office Anton Lyuzvinsky, who participated in the operation, stated the following during an 

interrogation on April 16, 1944:15 

Preparation for the shooting of the Jewish population was carried out by the Gestapo, 
gendarmerie, and police several days prior to the date of the shooting; in order to do 
this, the Jewish population from all the villages was rounded up by the Dunaivtsi police 
and taken to the grounds of the former Dunaivtsi Machine Tractor Station, where they 
were kept behind barbed wire and guarded by the police. The day before the shooting 
of the Jewish population began, gendarmerie chief Pusch gathered together the entire 
Dunaivtsi police force and announced that all police officers were to stay in the 
barracks. That day about ten people arrived from the Gestapo in Kamianets-Podilskyi, 
as well as police from the Mynkivtsi and Solobkivtsi districts and at 4 a.m. gendarmerie 
chief Pusch summoned the entire police force together with the gendarmes to the police 
station and held a meeting on the shooting of the Jewish population. At the meeting, 
Pusch announced through his interpreter, Bilinksy, that after the meeting, we would 
start exterminating the Jewish population by shooting them. There they also gave out 
assignments to all police personnel, who has to do what, who would be escorting, who 
would be guarding, and who, together with the gendarmes, would strip the people 
naked and take them to the pit where they were shot, while children in most cases were 
thrown in alive. 
After the meeting, the police cordoned off the town, searched cellars and attics, and 
any people they discovered were marched to the grounds of the Machine Tractor 
Station. 
Searching for the Jewish population in cellars and attics was done by police officers 
Anufry Megera [Magera], Mikhail Megera, Konstantek – I don’t remember his first 
name, Buinitsky, Yuschishen, and several others, whose last names I don’t remember 
now. I guarded the Jewish population on the grounds of the Machine Tractor Station 
to prevent their escape. After the round up of the entire Jewish population, I and all 
the police escorted them at riflepoint to the shooting site outside Chankiv in 
“Soloninchik” forest. Pits had been dug there and when we led them to this place, they 
were completely surrounded by a chain of police so that they couldn’t run away, and 
then a group of police was formed of about ten people, which included Anufry Megera 
[Magera], Yanik Malinovsky, Maksim Bukatov, and the rest I don’t remember. They 
brought groups of twenty people, stripped them naked, led them to the dug out pit and 
there, together with the gendarmes and Gestapo, shot them dead. 
I guarded the Jewish people waiting to be shot to prevent their escape. During this 
time, the Jewish population – children and old people –  was crying, screaming, and 
begging us to let them go, but all of them, numbering over five thousand people,16 were 
shot dead in a single day and buried in two pits. 
 



 
 

Anufry Magera, who was mentioned above by Lyuzvinsky, described his 

participation in the shooting during an interrogation on April 15, 1944 as follows:17 

… Between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m I saw a column of about two thousand Soviet citizens 
of Jewish ethnicity under police and gendarme escort moving from the ghetto toward 
Solonensky [“Soloninchik”] forest. At the front, heading the column was the district 
commissioner of Dunaivtsi district, whose last name, I think, was Ernest.18 Two 
Gestapo agents and some other Germans from other districts walked with him. […] 
At about 12 p.m. a new group of about a thousand Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity 
of walked past me, accompanied by the same police and gendarmes. Deputy police 
chief Sychalko, who was walking past me, ordered me to leave my post and follow 
the column. Together with the column I came to a place by Solonetzky 
[“Soloninchik”] forest. Once there, I saw, that there was a large dug out grave that 
was already half filled with the bodies of people that had been killed. The 
commissioner and Gestapo agents were at the site of this brutal shooting. About fifty 
meters from the grave, another group of doomed victims, was stopped. The 
commissioner/executioner who was present ordered everyone to strip naked. 
Gendarmes and police, armed with rifles, assault rifles, and clubs formed a tight 
circle around the unarmed women, old people, and children. When everyone had 
undressed and folded their clothes, two Gestapo agents started taking groups of five 
people, ordering them to lie facedown in the pit and shot them with their assault 
rifles. New victims lay down on top of the bodies of the murdered, and sometimes on 
top of people who were badly wounded but still alive; women lay down in the pit with 
their children, while the drunk Gestapo agents methodically added to the mountain 
of corpses. 
During the shooting the following incident took place: When his turn came to get into 
the pit to be shot, one of former leaders of what is known as the “Jewish community,” 
Goren Shiko, attacked the Gestapo executioner standing near the pit, dragging him 
into the pit, and sank his teeth into the Gestapo agent’s throat. I was standing near 
the pit and saw this scene and, armed with a club, I rushed to help the Gestapo agent, 
knocking Goren Shiko senseless with my club and, when the Gestapo agent had 
broken free, I shot him to death with my assault rifle. For rescuing the Gestapo agent, 
his friend treated me to some vodka. [...] 
The shooting of three thousand Soviet citizens of Jewish ethnicity was overseen by: 
District Commissioner Ernest, all gendarmerie personnel; the shooting itself was 
carried out personally by four Gestapo agents who had arrived from Kamianets-
Podilskyi […] Transferring the detainees to the shooting site and guarding them at 
the shooting site was entrusted to the police. [...] 
 
In May-June “Jewish operations” were carried out in Shepetivka, Starokostiantyniv, 

Iziaslav, and Kamianets-Podilskyi districts. In the first three districts, over the course of four 

days about sixteen thousand Jews were shot dead (table 6-1): 

 

 



 
 

Table 6-1  

Date of 
the 
shooting          

Location Number of 
victims 

Notes 

 May 20       Starokos-

tiantyniv 

   6,50019 Including Jews from Ostropil,20 Hrytsiv, 
and Stara Syniava21 districts 
 

June 25      Shepetivka 

 
 
 

    82422 
 
 
 

Including Jews from Sudylkiv (about 
600)23 and nearby villages, who had been 
taken to the ghetto in Shepetivka in 
January 1942. 
 

Slavuta 
 
 

 Approx. 
2,50024 

 
 

Including Jews from the villages of 
Berezdiv, Krasnostav,25 and Hannopil, 
who had been taken to Slavuta in early 
March 1942. 
 
 

Polonne     1,27026       Including Jews from nearby villages 
(Poninka, Novolabun, Vorobiivka, 
Kotelyanka)                                                 

June 27 Iziaslav               Over 2,00027  
June 27 Liakhivtsi       Over 2,30028 Including Jews from the villages of 

Yampil and Korchinets 
June 27 Pluzhne 

Kuniv  
15029 

   several        
hundreds30  

 

 
 A. Chentsova, a teacher who witnessed the operation in Starokostiantyniv described it as 

as follows:  

“On May 1942 the Jews were ordered to gather on the square by the power plant at 6 
a.m. They were marched to the field by the cavalry barracks. In the front were seven 
people under heavier guard in whose homes weapons had been found. When they had 
been brought to the square by the barn, the seven people were hanged as spies and 
partisans; the rest were surrounded and, once the specialists had been separated from 
them, were ordered to strip naked. Witnessing this were Ukrainian auxiliary police, 
workers at the nearby Bureau of Grain Procurement and oil depot. The Jews were then 
forced to run along the board thrown across the pit, and they shot the running people 
with their assault rifles. They didn’t finish off the wounded and by evening the pit, 
which contained people that were still alive, was filled with dirt by the local auxiliary 
police. Children would find gold coins, dollars, and Soviet money at this spot. The 
clothes taken from the murdered people and their emptied apartments were taken to 
the commissariat, where they were sorted under the supervision of the white Russian 



 
 

émigré Kovalsky, who was serving in the commissariat. Part of the belongings (the 
best) went to the Germans, and the rest was sold at auction.”31   
         

 During the operation in Shepetivka, an incident took place that witnesses describe as 

follows. From the testimony of witness Raisa Guberuk::  

“[…] The second mass shooting took place on June 25, 1942 and that time about eight 
hundred citizens of Jewish ethnicity were shot dead by the Germans and the police. 
[…] At first, at about 10 a.m. about eight trucks drove into the territory of the ghetto; 
children and adult citizens of Jewish ethnicity were loaded onto the trucks, which left 
at about 11 a.m. under police escort. Then the citizens of Jewish ethnicity were brought 
in a column under police and German guard to the shooting site. There were over five 
hundred people in the column. [...]”32  
 

From the testimony of former police office Afanasy Dudar:  
 

“While we were escorting the column, I walked on the side. Besides the police, the 
Germans were also accompanying the column; they were riding on open-top light 
utility vehicles at the front and the back of the column. We escorted the aforementioned 
column of citizens of Jewish ethnicity to the shooting site in the forest outside 
Shepetivka to a large pit, located near the Novohrad-Volynskyi highway. The pit had 
been dug beforehand in the hollow. We seated the citizens of Jewish ethnicity on the 
ground near the pit and ordered them to undress. Then a German would take groups 
of several completely naked people and prod them to the edge of the pit, where another 
German stood and shot them with an assault rifle […].”33 

 

 From the testimony of former police officer Gennady Stelmashevsky: 

“When the Jews started to be taken in groups to the pit where they were supposed to 
be shot, one of the Jews attacked SD chief Graf and hit him in the face with his hand; 
in his hand he had a safety razor, with which he nicked Graf. Police officer Aleksandr 
Kovalchyuk, who was present there, […] started beating this Jew’s hands with a baton. 
Then SD chief Graf, Kovalevsky,34 and the interpreter started shooting Jews with their 
pistols; I personally saw this, since I was in the cordon thirty to forty meters away. A 
large number Jews were shot then; it’s difficult to say how many, but, in any case, it 
was at least five hundred people. Three people shot all those Jews: Graf, Kovalevsky, 
and the SD interpreter – I don’t know his last name. Near them was another person, a 
German from the gendarmerie, who was reloading the pistols; he himself didn’t shoot. 
They each had two pistols […]. During the shooting, rather, the moment when one of 
the Jews hit Graf, there was some agitation among the detainees (confusion), and as a 
result, the Germans who were in the cordon opened fire on the Jews with their assault 
rifles, during which Kovalchyuk was wounded in the stomach; he was immediately 
driven to the hospital […].”35  
 

On September 10, 1942 several hundred specialists with their families were shot in 

Shepetivka.36  



 
 

 In Liakhivtsi, according to the testimony of Ida Kritman (sixteen years old in 1941), the 

ghetto was liquidated on July 27, 1942. It had been created in September 1941 and all the Jews 

from three villages in the district – Yampil,  Liakhivtsi, and Korchinets – were rounded up there. 

For the ghetto 

“… two streets (about fifty old houses, predominantly with dirt floors) were allotted 
and fenced off with barbed wire. We slept on the ground, spreading our clothes 
underneath us or not undressing at all. We were guarded by police with dogs; 
occasionally Germans came. They immediately started taking people to work in the 
kolkhoz’s fields  – digging potatoes or sugar beets. In the winter it was very cold and 
we were hungry. Using his connections, my father was hired to work with horses at 
Belogorsky hospital and when he returned to the ghetto in the evening, he almost 
always brought home leftovers from the patients’ food. This really helped us survive. 
I went to the Ukrainian school, and my parents had many friends and acquaintances 
among the Ukrainians. After the Germans arrived, my parents gave part of our 
belongings to them. And when we wound up in the ghetto, they, with great difficulty, 
would bring us bread, boiled potatoes and throw them over the barbed wire. 
Security was very strict in the ghetto, especially for young people who were trying to 
somehow get out. My friend – a blond beauty with blue eyes –  Hanna Kornblum,  
Izya Tachman, a wonderful guy who was also an excellent student, and boys from 
other villages were killed. The police also killed our neighbor, a well-respected 
eighty-year-old woman and her her son-in-law. 
On July 20, 1942 my schoolmate Fedya Rudyuk made arrangements with a police 
officer he knew (Fedya gave him a new bike he’d received as a present at the 
beginning of the occupation), and led me out of the ghetto. At night we got to Yampil. 
On July 27, a week after my escape, all the prisoners, including my mother and 
father, my mother’s sister and her four young children, my father’s sister and her 
husband were shot dead in the forest near the village of Karasina […].”37 

 
 The day before the liquidation of the ghetto in the village of Trostyaka, farmworkers 

from the vicinity dug two pits on orders from the gendarmerie. Among those digging the 

pits was Foma Yakubchyuk, who stated the following during an interrogation on May 27, 

1944:38 

...in June 1942 the head of the Zhovten kolkhoz Pyotr Semyonovich Barkovsky 
received an order from the village elder of Sukhovolya, Alexander Zagoruyko, to 
assign twenty-five workers from the kolkhoz to work for the Liakhivtsi district police. 
I was one of them. On the following day, at 4 a.m., we arrived at the police station 
with shovels; there were seventy-four of us gathered there, and on orders from police 
chief Arkady Andrashyuk, ten or twelve Ukrainian policemen lined us up and led us 
in the direction of the village of Trostyanka, They halted us about three hundred 
meters before reaching the village, at the edge of the forest where there were 
quarries, i.e where sand was extracted from the quarries to repair roads and for other 
construction. Police chief Andrashyuk and the chief of the gendarmerie [...] took a 



 
 

tape measure and measured out the length and width of the pit and forced us to dig, 
and, what’s more, we dug two pits. Then they left, and at 2 p.m. Pavel Chaika, the 
head of the district board, looked at the pits and told us to dig deeper so they wouldn’t 
escape. So then we asked why we were digging the pits, and Chaika answered that 
they were going to bury various captured equipment – mines, ammunition etc. At the 
same time he ordered us to finish digging the two pits by 8 p.m. and then left. That 
evening, police chief Adrashyuk and the gendarme returned when we were just about 
to finish digging the pits, so the gendarme measured the depth of the pit and ordered 
us to make the pit two spades deeper, which we did. Then we realized that we were 
digging those pits for the Jewish population. When we’d finished digging the pits, the 
Ukrainian policemen who were guarding us to prevent us from running away lined 
us up and took us home, warning us not to tell anyone that we’d been digging pits, 
and to tell anyone who asked that we’d been repairing roads […]. 
 

          In July 1942, the Jews in Antoniny district were exterminated (about three thousand 

victims).39 Prior to this, in early 1942, the Jews in the district were rounded up in camps in 

Krasyliv, Basalia, Orlyntsi village in Antoniny district, and Kulchyny village in Krasyliv district. 

A witness to this extermination (at Manivtsi village) was a resident of the village of Manivtsi, 

Pavel Kuriy (forty-three years old in 1942):40 

One and a half kilometers from the center of Manivts, therei is, or rather, was, a 
military farm with buildings. When the German troops occupied the village, they 
pillaged the farm and there were only buildings left on the grounds of the military farm 
– stables and pig sties. In May 1942, the Germans together with the police started to 
round up the Jews from Antoniny, Krasyliv, and Basalia districts […], and collected 
several thousand people in these broken-down buildings at the military farm. [...] For 
several days the Jews gathered in these buildings were sent to work – to build the 
highway, and after work, they were herded into the stables. Armed police from 
Antoniny, Krasyliv, and Basalia districts herded the Jews. […] In late May 
[correction: July] 1942, the Germans and police from the aforementioned districts 
drove in on trucks to [the Jews’] location […]. The Jews who were held under guard 
in the stables were stripped naked right in the stables, loaded on trucks, and driven to 
the forest, which was located not more than 1.5 meters from the buildings of the 
military farm. In the forest two pits had been prepared – one had been dug before the 
shooting, and the second was cleared of silage  – where the Jews were also shot […] 
While the shooting was being carried out, part of the Germans and police were in the 
cordon surrounding the shooting site and the village, and access to the shooting site 
or the place where the Jews were being kept was forbidden. […] 
A day before the shooting, Jewish skilled workers were separated from the rest and 
sent to the village of Antoniny, where they worked in workshops as cobblers and tailors 
until the next shooting  –  in September 1942.   
After the shooting of the Jews in late May [correction: July] 1942, two truckloads of 
lime were brought from the sugar factory in Kremenchyuk, which were used to cover 
the corpses of the people who had been shot, and dirt was poured on top [...] 
  



 
 

 According to the testimony41 of a resident of Manivtsi, Arkady Vayner (fifteen years old 

in 1942), after the village was occupied, he was relocated with his family to the ghetto in the village 

of Kulchyny. Then in May 1942 

… all the young people were herded, like a flock, from Kulchyny to the village of  
Orlyntsi in Antoniny district (about eight kilometers). There we were placed in stables, 
cowsheds, and pigsties on the grounds of the kolkhoz complex. They gave us fodder 
beets as food, and sometimes pea soup. We were sent to do hard labor: We loaded 
large rocks onto high German carts. If you didn’t manage to load the rock, you had to 
push it by hand for five or six kilometers until you reached the designated spot by a 
building in Pototsky park. We unloaded the rock there, half an hour break, more 
loading, and then we manually pushed the cart back […]. This continued for two or 
three months. Then they announced that we would be transferred somewhere from 
Antoniny station. And we were brought to Manivtsi, that is, my village. Before the war, 
there was a military farm with large two-story buildings. From there were herded to 
repair the Starokostiantyniv-Teofipol road. We weren’t given any tools. We ripped out 
tall weeds growing by the road by hand. We worked like this for about ten days. Then 
they picked out about eighty men, the healthiest and strongest, gave them bread and 
shovels, and said they were sending them to the sugar factory about eight kilometers 
away for peat harvesting. They were gone for about two weeks. After the back-breaking 
work transporting the stones and the roadwork, my family was transferred to a 
concentration camp located between the villages of Manivtsi and Rosolivtsi. They 
rounded up Jews from the Krasyliv ghetto, which had been created in the spring of 
1942, and surrounding villages there as well. In July 1942, eight or ten trucks with 
high sides – the kind typically used to transport silage for animal feed so that it 
wouldn’t spill out – arrived in the camp. The Jews began to be loaded onto the trucks, 
and the mass shooting began. All the buildings were surrounded by Ukrainian 
auxiliary police and the Germans. They no longer gave us any food or water. We had 
small children among us; there was crying and screaming; everyone was hungry […]. 
Everyone around me was saying: If it’s God’s will, so it shall be. Children were given 
urine to drink […]. Groups were periodically herded into the truck and taken to be 
shot. And our turn came […] The truck was crammed full of people, and whoever fell 
underneath was crushed to death […]. A police officer stood near me in the corner of 
the cargo bed. I boosted myself and threw him overboard. He fell to the ground, and I 
jumped after him and started running way. They started shooting at me and wounded 
me. I jumped into the reeds by the lake, and the police officer didn’t see were I was 
hiding. That’s how I managed to stay alive. 
 

          According to the testimony of the witness Giese, who worked in the kitchen of the 

gendarmerie station in Antoniny village, prior to the operation in July 1942, she had heard how 

they were looking for volunteers among the gendarmes to participate in the shooting. She was 

personally instructed to prepare food for members of the shooting team. After the shooting, the 



 
 

head of the SD division in Starokostiantyniv SS Hauptscharführer Karl Graf, who was supervising 

the shooting, came to see her in the kitchen and asked for a drink.42  

Between September 10 and 12, 1942, artisans and their families (about three hundred 

people) in the Manivtsi camp43 were also shot. Pavel Kuriy said the following about the shooting:44 

[..] about three to four days [before the shooting] Jewish specialists from Antoniny, 
Krasyliv, and Basalia were brought on carts and put in the stables. Before the 
shooting, the Jews were taken out of the stables onto the streets, where police officers 
and the Germans searched them, and then herded them back into the stables, where 
they were stripped naked, and once they were naked they were marched at gunpoint to 
the pit that had been prepared [near the stables] and in the pit they shot them with 
assault rifles […] This time at least seven hundred people45 were shot dead […]. 
 

 In September 1942 specialists and their families were shot in Slavuta as well. 

         In the Kamianets-Podilskyi district in June-October 1942 part of the Jews were shot onsite, 

while another part was transported to the Kamianets-Podilskyi ghetto. Thus, in the village of 

Lyashkovitsa (now Zbruch) in the Kamianets-Podilskyi district about twenty Jews were shot dead 

in mid-June. During an interrogation as a witness on May 24, 1944, Aleksandr Shidlovksy (thirty 

years old in 1942) described the circumstances of their shooting as follows:46 

[…] in May or in the first days of June 1942 the German authorities shot dead fifty-
four Soviet citizens. This occurred under the following circumstances: 
About twenty citizens of Jewish nationality were being held in the club of the village 
of Lyashkovitsa. They were guarded by local auxiliary police. In the last days of May 
or the first days of June 1942 during auxiliary police officer Khomitsky’s watch, 
somebody killed him. The next day gendarmes and auxiliary police officers from the 
Zhvanets police station as well German gendarmes and Gestapo workers from 
Kamianets-Podilskyi arrived. They conducted an investigation, as a result of which 
it was determined that auxiliary police officer Khomitsky was killed by residents of 
the village of Lyashkovitsa, Ivan Kavchyuk and two other young farm workers. They 
were all immediately arrested. That same evening, the men who were arrested, all 
their relatives, and the Jewish citizens held in the club were all shot dead by the 
Germans outside the village. Fifty-four people were shot in all. 
[…] there was talk among the farm workers, who had dug the pit for the grave, that  
the Germans did the shooting, while the local auxiliary police guarded the place 
where the shooting took place. 

 
          It is likely that the chief of the gendarmerie in Kamianets-Podilskyi, Fritz Jacob,47 was 

writing to Police Lieutenant-General Rudolf Querner48 in Hamburg about this particular operation 

in a letter dated June 21, 1942: 

We don’t sleep here. Every week there are three or four operations: first – gypsies, 
another time – Jews, partisans, and the like […]. Eight days ago [that is, on June 13, 



 
 

1942] a Ukrainian auxiliary police officer was brutally murdered. The reason: he 
brought Jews to work in a mine field. The Jews joined forces with the partisans and 
killed the auxiliary police officer. Furthermore, it would seem that twenty Hungarian 
soldiers, who, as specialists, had been supervising the work on the minefield, were 
killed along with him. Although the perpetrators could freely cross the Romanian or 
protectorate borders, thanks to our active efforts, we managed  to locate all four 
perpetrators. In this connection, another fifty people were shot dead that same 
evening. We are not resorting to wild justice here. But wherever actions require 
immediate retaliation, we establish a connection with the SD and a fair trial is held 
immediately. Via regular judicial proceedings it would be impossible to destroy the 
entire family, if only the father is the perpetrator […]. 
 

 On June 21, 1,700 Jews (480 men, 650 women, and 570 children) were killed in Orynyn, 

and about 300 specialists transferred to Kamianets-Podilskyi.49 Former Commander of the 

Ukrainian police in Orynyn, Aleksander Shevchyuk, who had participated in the operation, 

described it as follows:50 

Between June 20 and 30, 1942, that is, during the period I served as the commander 
of a police squadron in Kamianets-Podilskyi and the police in three districts reported 
to me, the chief of the Kamianets-Podilskyi gendarmerie, Lieutenant Reich, tasked me 
with going to the Orynyn district. I had to take thirty auxiliary police officers with me 
and wait for him at 3 a.m. in a certain place between Orynyn and Kamianets-Podilskyi. 
I carried out this task and waited for him, together with the police officers, in the 
designated spot. At that time, along with Reich, the chief of the district gendarmerie, 
his deputy, meister Jacob, three wachtmeisters, sixty auxiliary police, and twenty 
Gestapo agents arrived. Lieutenant Reich assigned me an additional twenty auxiliary 
police officers and ordered us to surround Orynyn’s Jewish quarter. When the order 
had been carried out, Lieutenant Reich together with the Gestapo agents summoned 
the village elder of the Jewish committee, Goldfarb, and ordered him to gather the 
entire Jewish population on Orynyn’s market square in order to send them to city of 
Kamianets-Podilskyi. By then there were few Jewish men left in Orynyn, since a week 
earlier the rest had been assigned to transport some kind of freight using the kolkhoz’s 
horses. That’s why mainly women, children, and old people gathered on the square. 
The director of the Kamianets-Podilskyi labor registry office, the German Barisch, 
read out a list to all present with the names of various specialists. Everyone on the list 
was separated from the others and formed a separate group of about two hundred and 
fifty people, who were sent to the ghetto in Kamianets-Podilskyi, under the guard of 
fifteen auxiliary police officers. The rest, all together about two thousand people, had 
to line up in a column and were taken away in the direction of the village of Zherdya. 
I called away about thirty police officers assigned to cordon off Orynyn and posted 
them to guard this two thousand strong column. 
Meanwhile the gendarmes and Gestapo agents in Orynyn were able to mobilize seventy 
kolkhoz workers with shovels. They had to dig up two large pits between Orynyn and 
the village of Zherdya. The column of Jews were were guarding was led to these pits. 
Then they started removing from the column groups of ten to fifteen people, who had 



 
 

to first undress, and shooting them with assault rifles. Twenty Gestapo agents and 
three gendarmes did the shooting. The auxiliary police officers and I guarded the 
column and ensured that nobody would escape. Among the people waiting to be shot, 
terrible scenes played out: women and their children were crying loudly, two women 
tried to escape, but were shot dead by the auxiliary police officers. The shooting lasted 
about five hours. Afterward the Gestapo agents went through the clothing of the people 
they had shot and took any valuables such as watches and gold. The rest of the clothes 
went to the auxiliary police officers and the seventy people who stayed there to bury 
the pits. From there the Gestapo agents, gendarmes, and police officers returned to 
Orynyn, where the Gestapo agents searched the homes of the people that had been 
shot. They took everything of value. These valuables were loaded onto twenty trucks 
and delivered to Kamianets-Podilskyi. Afterward, I removed the cordon from the 
Jewish quarter. 
 

 In Stara Ushytsia, seven hundred people –  local Jews unfit for work and Jews from the 

town of Studenytsya51 – were shot on July 23, while specialists and their families were also 

transferred to Kamianets-Podilskyi. The operation was described in detail by the former 

commander of a squadron of Ukrainian auxiliary police, Fyodor Zaloga. Zaloga’s testimony from 

May 25, 1944.52 > Link to testimony  

 On September 5, Jews who were unfit for work were shot dead in Balyn, while the able-

bodied were sent away to Kamianets-Podilskyi.53 Jews from Lyantskorun (now Zarichanka), 

Kytaihorod, Chemerivtsi, and Smotrych were also transferred there; 813 Jews from the latter two 

communities were shot dead in Kamianets-Podilskyi on August 11, 1942.54  

 In August the Nova Ushytsia district, part of the Bar administrative territory, was cleansed 

of Jews: On August 20, 1942 an SD detachment from Kamianets-Podilskyi, together with German 

gendarmes and Ukrainian police shot dead 707 Jews in Nova Ushytsia, and 240 Jews55 in the 

village of Kalyus. The former chief of the Nova Ushytsia district police, Dmitry Kulbedyuk stated 

the following during an interrogation:56 

Before the pogrom and extermination of the Jewish population, there were over two 
thousand Jews in the Nova Ushytsia district. On August 12, 1942 I received an order 
from the chief of the gendarmerie, meister Augustin, to gather all the police in the 
district and hold them until his special order arrived. As the police chief, I carried out 
this order, gathering all the district police in the district center, Nova Ushytsia. Two 
or three days after the assembly of the police, the entire police force of the district with 
my deputy, Nikolai Fyodorovich Kushnir, drove out into the district in order to arrest 
the Jews. In this fashion, the entire Jewish population of the district, with the small 
exception of those who managed to escape, were arrested, and split into three groups. 
The first group, consisting of specialists and artisans, were left in the administrative 
center of the district, Nova Ushytsia, to work in their professions. The second group, 



 
 

consisting of able-bodied people and those fit for physical labor, were sent to the town 
of Letychiv for road repair work, while the third group – old people, children, disabled 
people, and those unfit for physical labor, up to a thousand people, […] were shot 
dead at the edge of Trikhov forest about a kilometer and a half from Nova Ushytsia. 
The first group of specialists and artisans that had been left to work in Nova Ushytsia, 
the district administrative center, kept working until the last days of October 1942; 
there were about three hundred of them with their families. They were shot in the first 
days of November of the same year in the same spot in the Trikhov forest […]. 
 

         At the end of July or in the beginning of August, the Jews of Volochysk (Proskuriv district) 

were shot dead, as were the Jews transferred there from the village of Kupil (six hundred),57 and 

possibly Jews from the village of Viitivtsi; probably over three thousand people58 in all. The 

witness statement of police officer Aleksandr Sendik, who had participated in the operation, during 

interrogations in 1944:59 >  link to witness statemement 

 The Jews still remaining in Volochysk district were murdered in September. Thus, 

Ukrainian auxiliary police officer no. 187 in the village of Kupil reported the following on 

September 26, 1942 in the weekly report:60 

Saturday [September 19, 1942]. At the disposal of the lieutenant of the Proskuriv 
gendarmerie for the roundup of Yids and carrying out the latest orders. Independent 
work in catching escaped Jews and exterminating them [...] 
Up to Saturday [September 26, 1942] 121 Jews and Jewesses with children have been 
exterminated. 
 

         In Letychiv county (Letychiv, Medzhybizh, Derazhnya, Vovkovyntsi districts), the 

majority of Jews were exterminated between September 20 and 22. Thus, in Derazhnya, according 

to an official report of the Derazhnya district commission dated June 10, 1944, 

[…] initially 1,848 people were registered, among them 579 people aged one month 
to fourteen years old, 715 people of either sex fit for work, 554 people unfit for work 
(including invalids without the use of their legs). Afterward, the entire Jewish 
population was rounded up in one place, in what is known as the ghetto. The buildings 
in this place were surrounded by barbed wire, with a height of 3-3.5 meters, several 
times. Armed guards from the German police were posted all around. If anyone came 
outside the barbed wire, they were beaten and shot. The witness Mikhail Shpilberg 
from the town of Derazhnya stated the following: “Before the pogrom on the Jewish 
population, Soviet citizens Samuil and Isaac Tsipris made their way past the barbed 
wire and left the ghetto to check whether a pit had really been dug for the shooting of 
the civilian population. They were detained by police officers Padnevich and 
Rechensky, who took them to a place near the brick factory and shot them dead.” 
The occupying German-Fascist authorities gave the order that the Jewish population 
must wear a distinguishing mark on the left breast and back in the form of a yellow 



 
 

tinted six-pointed star on a 10cm x 10cm white background, and anyone who resisted 
wearing these signs was abused, and if repeated, shot dead. 
At the same time the German-Fascist bandits methodically robbed the local 
population, that is, every day they confiscated their personal belongings, clothing, 
valuables, gold, silver, etc. The population in the ghetto were not supplied with any 
food; any food the people had was taken away by the German gendarmerie. The people 
were doomed to death by starvation. 
According to the commission’s information and witness testimonies, Soviet civilians 
who were in the ghetto had personal and household property stolen that was worth 
810,898 rubles. In the form of bribes and ransom, the German-Fascist authorities 
collected 200,000 rubles in Soviet currency, valuable clothing and objects and foreign 
currency priced in gold terms at 65,000 rubles in currency and 115 kg of gold, silver 
worth 195,000 rubles at 325 kg, American dollars worth 59,500 rubles. They promised 
that in exchange for obedience and turning in all their money, belongings, and 
valuables, their lives would be spared.[…]. 
In the second half of September 1942, on orders from chief of the gendarmerie 
Deutschmann and Sholtz, the place where Soviet citizens were located, what is known 
as the ghetto, was cordoned off. In the first day, over 1,500 civilians of both sexes, 
including the elderly and infants, were shot. Residents of the town of Derazhnya say 
they shot naked people. After the shooting, for many days blood seeped from 
underground, moaning was heard, and the ground was heaving. In February 1943, the 
snow was crimson at the gravesite because the ground was soaked with human blood, 
even though the shooting had taken place in the fall. 
On the following days of September-October 1942, more shootings took place with 
larger and smaller groups of Soviet citizens. 
In total, 3,810 people were shot, not counting the 200 specialists sent off to Letychiv 
and 300 specialists sent to other districts. From the total, about 400 civilians from 
Vovkovyntsi and other districts were shot dead. 
In the vicinity of the northeastern part of the town of Derazhnya by the edge of the 
ravine, at a height of sixteen to eighteen meters from the lowland areas, there are fields 
all around belonging to the October 12 Kolkhoz. The graves are located opposite the 
kolkhoz’s garden and the brick factory, one kilometer away. There are natural ravines 
at a distance of 60 to 150 meters from each other. At the edge of the tract, on what is 
called “Germanovo,” where Krucha street leads from Derazhnya with a little bridge 
over the stream, there are four graves of Soviet citizens who had been shot dead. The 
graves are 7 to 35 meters long, 6 to 16 meters wide, and 4 to 6 meters deep. In addition, 
there are three mass graves in the Jewish cemetery of Derazhnya 3 to 7 meters long, 
3 to 6 meters wide, and 2 meters deep.61 

 
           In Letychiv over a thousand Jews62 were shot dead, and the same number in Medzhybizh.63 

During the liquidation of the ghetto, Jewish artisans were temporarily spared, while able-bodied 

Jews were placed in the labor camp in Letychiv. Part of the Jews hid during the liquidation of the 

ghetto. In late September and October 1942, the German gendarmerie and the Ukrainian police 

conducted searches to find Jews in hiding and shot whomever they found.  In total, over four 



 
 

thousand Jews were exterminated in Letychiv county in September-October 1942. In November 

nearly two hundred Jewish artisans64 that were left in Letychiv were killed. On November 2, 1942, 

the artisans left in Medzhybizh were also shot.65 

       The labor camp in Letychiv was liquidated on January 30, 1943.66 This camp had been created 

in May 1942, when several hundred Jews, who had initially been deported to the Romanian-

occupied part of Ukraine (Transnistria) from Bessarabia back in the fall of 1941, were delivered 

from Transnistria to the Dominican church in the town. In the summer and fall of 1942 able-bodied 

Jews from ghettoes in Letychiv, Bar, and Starokostiantyniv were also placed in the camp. Thus, in 

early July 1942, five hundred Jews from Bar were transferred to the camp; in late August 1942, a 

new group of Jews from Bar was brought to the camp.67 The prisoners (about two thousand people) 

worked in a quarry ten to twelve kilometers from the town, as well as on rebuilding the road. 

Wakeup was at 3 a.m., then there was count, which lasted two hours. People died every day on the 

way to the quarry or on the way back. When they returned from work they received two hundred 

grams of bread and soup made from dead horses, if there were any to be found. A selection was 

regularly carried out and weakened and sick prisoners were shot.68 

In October, the Jews in Yarmolyntsi county, which included Yarmolyntsi, Sataniv, 

Haradok, and Mikhalpol districts, were exterminated. Jews from these districts were first 

concentrated in Yarmolyntsi, and then shot.69 During the operation in Yarmolyntsi, the Jews 

offered resistance, the circumstances of which were as follows. Under the pretext of “relocation to 

Berlin,” the Jews were summoned to appear in the barracks of the former military base, located 

near Yarmolyntsi train station. In the barracks they were guarded by eight to ten Germans – 

sonderführers, who were agricultural specialists, and Gebietskommissariat officials. The 

sonderführers weren’t under the command of the Gebietskommissar, but at his request, they joined 

the security detail, since there was a risk that the Jews would make a run for it. This risk arose due 

to the fact that about three hundred Jews, who arrived at the barracks later than the others, were 

shot in full view of the Jews in the barracks in pits that were visible from the barracks. The Jews 

in the barracks understood that the same fate awaited them, and refused to leave the barracks. They 

disarmed and killed the Ukrainian police officer who was trying to force them to leave the barracks; 

they purportedly cut off his head and showed it through the window of the barracks. Using the 

weapon they took off him, the Jews opened fire on the guards and wounded several people. Then 

the Germans laid straw in the barracks’ stairwell and set it on fire. In this manner they forced the 



 
 

Jews to leave the barracks. Seeing no other choice, the Jews accepted their fate. On the order of 

the commander of the operation, they came out of the barracks one by one and walked up to the 

pit, where they stripped naked, then climbed down the steps in the clay wall of the pit to the bottom 

or to the corpses of those who had been shot before them, and lay down on their bellies. Then the 

commander of the operation, who was sitting on the edge of the pit, shot them with his assault 

rifle. There were three pits, each one was 25 m x 25 m and 4-5 m deep; these pits had been dug by 

twenty locals over several weeks. When one pit was filled up, the Jews walked into another. In 

this manner, over the course of six hours, about 6,400 Jews were shot dead. The Jews’ clothing, 

torn shoes, and torn up foreign currency (mostly American dollars), which the Jews had ripped up 

on purpose so that the Germans couldn’t use it, were left by the pits. Several days after the shooting 

in Yarmolyntsi, the general commissioner arrived from Lutsk. He wanted to see for himself what 

happened and was taken by Gebietskommissar Mertens to these pits.70 

       In October the Sthtembirs, a Jewish family (four people),71 were shot dead in the village of 

Lysohirka (Teofipol district). 

       1942 ended with the extermination of Jews in Kamianets-Podilskyi, Proskuriv, and 

Starokostiantyniv in late autumn.    

 Details of the second mass shooting in Kamianets-Podilskyi can be found in the testimony 

of the former commander of a squadron of Ukrainian auxiliary police, Fyodor Zaloga.72 > link to 

testimony 

 
      In Starokostiantyniv, on the day of the last operation – November 29, 194273 – all the Jews in 

the ghetto were marched to a field near Novitsky forest. There Ukrainian policemen counted out 

groups of ten people and brought them to the a ditch three hundred meters away. By the ditch, the 

Jews had to undress and lie down in the ditch, and then German and Ukrainian police shot them 

dead with carbines and assault rifles. SD chief SS Hauptscharführer Karl Graft supervised the 

shooting. Also taking part in the operation was the 100th Ukrainian Police Battalion 

(Schutzmannschaftsbataillon 101), whose members, on orders from the battalion’s commander, 

Polizei-Hauptmann Paul Salitter, were assigned to cordon off the execution site,74 along with the 

Antoniny district police. Purportedly, almost three thousand Jews were shot.75 

 In Proskuriv itself, according to a census from late December 1941, there were 3,400 Jews76 

left in the ghetto after the operation of November 4, 1941. In 1942, Jews from the village of 



 
 

Mykolaiv (approximately eight hundred people),77 as well as from Chornyi Ostriv and Felshtin78 

(now Hvardiiske) were moved into the ghetto. The Proskuriv ghetto was liquidated on November 

30, 1942 by shooting all the Jews (about five thousand people).79 An SD detachment (about ten 

people headed by SS Hauptscharführer Karl Graf) from Starokostiantyniv and about thirty 

Ukrainian auxiliary police officers80 carried out the shooting. The labor camp in Lezneve was 

liquidated at the same time. On December 7 or 8, 1942 the Jews in the labor camp in Proskuriv, 

known as the “school camp,” were shot as well (112 victims).81 

  After the completion of the large-scale extermination operations against Jews, from late 

1942 to early 1944, the SD and Ukrainian police turned their attention to catching Jews in hiding. 

Thus, in Horodok 103 Jews82 were killed from late 1942 to early 1943, in Kupil 173 Jews83 were 

killed in 1943, in Vovkovyntsi 43,84 and at least several hundred in Kamianets-Podilskyi and 

others. 

 

 In total, from 1941 to 1943, about 115,000 Jews, including over 100,000 local and 

10,000-12,000 deported Jews, mostly from Hungary, were exterminated in the Khmelnytskyi 

region. 
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